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Fear is the key to 
Major’s campaign 


to be the strangest election of mod- 
ern times. In all the elections I can 
remember, there has been a sub- 
stantial element of excitement. At 
every stage, from the naming of the 
day to the counting of the votes, 
genuine uncertainty abounded, In 
1997, we have been reading the 
writing on the wall for three years. 
The strangeness begins with the 
date — May 1. As the five-year 
mandate ran towards its inevitable 
expiry, and the options for a date 
closed down week by week, the dis- 
cussion was still being conducted as 
though Mr Major had the usual 
massive range of choices. It was a 
fatuous and bogus Jebaie that pre- 
tended that tıis was a normal elec- 
tion. But itis not a normal election. 
The campaign lıas been going on 
a long time. Tlıis, again, is aberrant. 
Within months of Tony Blair be- 
coming Labour's leader, it became 
apparent what ser1 af pitch le was 
going to ınake. Labour's positioning 
has been going on, with great con- 
sistency, for more than two years. 


Michael White 


OHN MAJOR and Tony Blair 

on Monday set a frantic pace 

for the longest election cam- 
paign in modern British history 
when they traded blows on the 
hustings of Middle England within 
hours of the Prime Ministers an- 
nouncement of a May Day election. 
By the time Mr Major returned 
from informing the Qucen of his 
intention to dispatch MPs to their 
constituencies for a campaign last- 
ing until May 1, the Labour leader 
was already canvassing in a south 
Tandon primary school. 
Afler bringing his soapbox, talis- 
man of his unexpectecl win in 1932, 
bık to face hecklers again ili 
highly marginal Luton, Mr Major 
issued a statement warning volers 
that their choice was Safely First 
wilh the Tories — or “a leap in the 
dark wilh a parly you dan't know 
andl which doesn’t want you la kiuw 
what its policies are". 
Twenty points behind in most 
ı polls, Mr Majur knows thal [ear is The Tories have been doing little 
his besl, slender’ hope af snatching | except electioneering for ınast of 
afifth Tory ternı. Labour strategists | the past year. Both on Europe and 
are equally aware that tlı i in ils legislative programme, which 
is theirs to lose ly a carcless worl. has been ridiculously dominated by 

In a move that deepened Conser- | any law-and-ûrcleêr extravaganza the 

vative gloom, the Murdocheowned | Home Secretary can drenm up, 
Sun, Britain's biggest-selling news- | responsible government was long 
paper, told its readers on Tucsclay | ago superseded by clectionecring. 
to vote Labour, switching sides after All the outward evidence sug- 
more than 20 years of unswerving | gests an extraordinary solidity of 
supporl for lhe Tories. opinion. One needs 1o be a chaın- 


ali schoolgirls in the town of Belt Shermeah grieve fer their seven friends shot dend and thes six 
wounded by a Jordanian soldier last week during a school outing to the Jordanian border region. The 
soldier, identified asa Ahmed Moussa, aged 26, was urrested. King Hussein of Jordan later made A visit 
of condolence to the bereaved families. Meanwhile Tarnell troops in rlot gear took up position at the Har 
Homa site, East Jerusalem, where a new Jewish settlement is about to be built PHOTO’ OAV LEMLIERK 


Rebel victory dooms MobutU 


heart of Zaire's diamond industry, 
which would be a major prize. They 


quarter of Zaire. Its leader, Laurent 
Kabila, said that in the absence of 


Chrls McGreal In Kinshasa 


In a front »ditorial hendlined | pion cyıtie about opinion polls to N AIR of doom has settled on | talks he would send his forces on | are also penetrating deeper into 
“The Sun Backs Blair, lhe pûpEr; Houbt ihe meaning of Labour's Zaire's beleaguered regime | toward Kinshasa. “We are still acl minerakrich Shaba, Mr Kabila's 
which has a daily readership of | steady lead, 20 per cent or more, for alter the lightning rebel | vancing, we must liberate the whole | home province. 


The rebels have again rejected an 
early ceasefire. “Negotiations have 
to prececle a cessation of hostilities," 
Mir Kabila said. 


more than 10 million, says Mr Blair j at least three years. seizure of the key city of Kisangani country ... We are going every- 
is the “breath of fresh air" that This large fact is beginning to last weekend and the İnsurgents' | where,” he said. 
Britaln needs, The Tories are “tired, | impress itself or the assumptions of | threat to go all the way to the capital The fall of Kisangani demon- 
divided and rudderless" and no | a great many Tory politicians. Talk- Î unless the government negotiates atrated clearly that the alliance is 
longér deserve support. ing to several of them last weekend, | itselfinto oblivlon. unlikely to face any serious obsta- 
For the first time tle parly lead- | I found their capaclty to put thie Aã if to reinforce the sense of the | cles as lt sweeps further west. , 
ers are planning to hold presidential | words round statements of the | old system's inevitable collapse, | ` The government's deployment of 
style TV debates, but they are still | usual professional optimism to . be President Mobutu Sésé Séko called | top generals — including the army IEEE 
wrangling over the conditions and | sadly depleted. All were much more | off plans to fly home this week from | chief of staff, tons of new weağjone, Reformers sweep 4 
whether to’ include the Liberal | interested ih their place in the | France, where he has spent most of | Russianmade bombers and heli- into Kremlin 
Democrat leader Paddy Ashdown. pecking. -arder of catastrophe, reck- j the five-month civil war recuperat- copter gunships, and hundreds of 
Hugo Young writes: This is going | oning how large a Labour swing | ing from cancer. . foreign mercenaries — barely hip | wm — 
re ` ` Î their own stat could survive, than dered the rebels once they decided | Drought sows 8. 
to take the city. Resistance col- 


Washington Post, page 18 


1 1 bout fivê E e 
hey were a petit `Î lapsed, and the rebel seized con- death in India 
. The Labour party's prime ankiety, | ا‎ E pe iri trol in leas than a day. ی نے‎ 


rulses towards victory, is'to Î rebels. A: cabihêt meeting, held as} Hostility between the army and‏ ا 

the people that "ille will | Kisangani fell, ' deci thing’ | government is increasingly open. Big bang threat 31‏ ا 
''Î change; There have been 18 years | more significant than to dismiss the | Generals have complained publicly to computers‏ 
of fallure, but we do not iritend, they Î public works minister for publicly about the adninistration's failure to 1‏ 
say, to dismantle the pillars that Mts | criticising the misappropriation of | give them the means to defeat the Addin 9 Spice .. .38‏ 
: اا Thatcher bull. The country is about | government funds, rebels. The prime minister, Kengo‏ 
to vote for change, yet Mr Bigir wa Dondo, responded with the old | to British pop‏ 
ا spêéaks more specifically for the | generally greeted with qulêt satis- Î axiom about there being no bad‏ 
abserlce Of fear’ than. the Present of | faction on the capital's streets, But | soldiers, only bad generals.‏ 
vision " few believe they! will have to wait for | . The near-conıplete cillapse of the‏ 
Without such reassurance, thê | the rebels to' march into Kinshasa | government's .. military, ..strategy ı‏ : 
Î country might’ iot vote Labour at | before the regime tumbles. leaves it with few battlefield options,.') .‏ . 
all: Thats Why' this eléction "la so | . Some senior :politicflans privately. Î while Mr. Kabila has a variety: The. e‏ | 
weird, %0 very mich not 1945 or | speculate that unleas the govern- | rebels çould. press op directly to | A830. ۱ a‏ 
م e ek. BS ! ine‏ 2 ق E step, E as 2 Kinshasa 1 j‏ ا or 1979, and yêt maybe, on the | ment‏ 1964 
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8 simon Hoggart, page 12 arejulciet targets. 


Comment, page 14 
E ‘gulde to form, page 15° 


` News of the rebel victory 


jon ëfi Rebel forces are ‘puhingt 
1| bh bne-' Î closer tö MbüjtMayt, the city at the 
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‘the icono- 


1 : Paul Foot and Terry Eagleton: 
ا‎ : : MAGAZI N E IN THE WO RLD clasm is E scrupulous- 


. ly democratic.’ Each issue gives you not only 

‘Controversy is wonderful for the mind and for the heart, today’s best literary and political thinking, but also controversy, 

1 and tungsten-hard polemic is what has always thrillingly an open but not empty mind, a guarantee of fine but not e 
distinguished the London Review ... A unique platform for tious writing — and even the occasional burst of merriment, 


4 OR PEOPLE WHO LOVE THE WRITTEN WORD, the LRB 


intellectual heavyweights with a sense of humour.’ — Punch 


i IT, INTELLIGENCE, political analysis, literary is required reading. Take this opportunity to introduce 
e criticism and mirth. These and more are available yourself to the LRB, and we will send you your first six 
: ١ ! for your intellectual pleasure this year and for years issues absolutely ftee and give you 15% off the cost ofa year’s 
E to come in the London Review of Books - said by Alan Bennett subscription. Then, like Alan Bennett, you can look forward to 
: ا أ‎ to be ‘the liveliest, the most serious and also the most radical its arrival: ‘Every fortnight when I see it lying on the mat I 
TT literary magazine we have'. Recent articles include: Jane Holland cheer up and am grateful for it.’ 
و‎ ! on women’s snooker, Martha Gellhorn on the deaths of Brazilian 
ia children Paul Foot on Tory sleaze, Christopher Hitchens on _. Ronan Bennett: A Lifer’s Life 


Clinton sleaze, Zoë Heller on Claire Bloom, Frank Kermode on L d R‏ 4 ا 
9 0 1 
Judas Iscariot, Helen Vendler on T.S. Eliot, Eric Hobsbawm on on ON Ce ١ ie 7‏ 2 : 


Zoë Heller on 
Claire Bloom 


the Net Book Agreement, Michael Holroyd’s aunt, Dennis Potter, 1 la et 
the blue whale, the heritage business and Mystic Meg - or even ` Women N UE : 
what it is like to be an undertaker, Once you've read these articles, | 
you might find yourself agreeing with James Wood, who wrote in . Michael Wood: Fred Halliday: 
the Guardian that the London Review of Books is ‘a fine, scrupu- ; The Remains of Viernain before 
lous, and eccentric literary journal ... its contribution to British E e 
literary culture has been immense, but perhaps what most 
distinguishes it is its freedom to do what it wants.’ ا ی و‎ a Ek 
Redoing Europe's pops a cork for 
Pasr 4 Nathalie Sarraute_ 
MIRED NO LESS FOR ITs ORIGINALITY than for its SESE E 
Aeon London Review of Books provides its writers 
and thinkers with a unique forum to air their considered : 1 3 ma. .. E. mM ا‎ 
views, probe prejudices and give vent to pet peeves. A critic in the 
Independent on Sunday recently commended the LRB for making London Review of Booka, 28 Little Russell Street, London WC1A 2HN 
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1; om tlre md dine yêu aay rece Kibale bive offi, bawi anê pridickî rh ûy be of inlet i ion 


: the Russian Revolution. a OF BOOKS 


o ITH ITS DISTINGUISHED ARRAY OF WRITERS, the 

LRB provides an unrivalled combination of informa- 

tion, humour and opinion. Ignoring the traditional 
distinction between academic and non-academic subjects, LRB 
‘contributors have unprecedented freedom and scope, As a result, 
articles can embrace immigration policy, Nijinsky’s erotic poems, 


Stanley Cavell raises his 
glass to Adam Phillips 


room in its pages for Ilan Gilmour or Edward Luttwak alongside . : Tel: (or71) 209 1141 Fax: (or71) 209 I5! 


SIX FREE ISSUES AND 15% OFF 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 3 
The Week 


nating in fear and stress, are taken 
from intensive farms to slaughter. 
No way can this work in either hu- 
mans’ or animals’ interest. 

People want “cheap” meat — at 
whatever cost. So the intensive 


not only equip stuclents for the 
workplace bul educate then so (lal 
they can lake a broader view of life 
and can make a better contribınion 


ج ب ا ا ي 


OU seen la prinl a lot Of Cûrre- 
sputulence criti 
Lawville, portraying 


IGERIA'S exiled Nobel lau- 
reate, Wole Soyinka, and 11. 


Albanian leader losing grip on power 


and 
For exanıple, fine art sludents, Joanna Robertson 


2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Yet more dirt dished 
up on meat hygiene 


TIE suppression by the Min- | and standards of public health sus- 
istry of Agriculture, Fisheries | tained, it is essential that any newly 
and Fool (Maf) of the report on | created food agency works openly 
soilecl meat in abaltoîrs represents | to anticipate and prevent problems, 
another nail in the Government's | rather than to react after lhe clam- 
DIY coffin (E. coli warning sıuıp- | age is done, It should be a source of 
pressed, March 16). unbiased information and advice for 

Although this is only tle latest | consıumers. It should have responsi 
episode in the catalogue of sleaze Î bilily for food regulation antl for en- 
and coverups that has charac- | suring that proper inspection 
terisecl the Tory adlırinistration in | mechanisms are in place, It must be 


farming, ınarketing ancl slauglıler- 
ing of food aniınals will go on caus- 
ing ever more ımeat-relatedl (liseases 
such as BSE, E. coli anl salmonella. 


other diasidents were charged 
with treason by the military gov- . 
ernment in Lagos over a spate of 
recent homb blasts iı the coun- 
try. They face the death penalty if 
.. Comment, page 14 


John Sweeney In Tirana 


OWER continued to flow 
away from President Sali 
Berisha of Albania this week 
as his rival, Fatos Nano, emerged 
from hiding and four years in prison 
to give a convincing performance a3 
aleader in waiting. 

The contrast with Mr Berisha 
could not have been more stark, 
The widely despised president is 
holed up in his.palace on the hill 
overlooking Tirana, guarded nighl 
and day by troops and secret police, 
and, has all but clisappeared fronı 


sculptors and painters never huv 
job to go lo and nol more than i 
haudful will earn a living from their 
works, but heir contribution to Ihe 
cullure of our society, through ol- 
servation, reflection zutcl visual con- 
ment, is inestimable. Further, a 
well-educated populalion woulcl be 
able lo see Ilrough this lest 
proposal for (lie scam tll il is .. . 
ah, now I begin lo see! 


lype uf the stnug, renctionury Euro. 


For all I1 know that's exactly whal 
he is. Fortunidely, however, his 
omuelhing (hat his 
y lack — a good 
.„ His contributions 
iın Weekly are quirky, 
penelrating, ancl above all entertaiyy 
ing. What's more, lie clearly has a 
warm regard fur the people that lıe 
lives among as a foreigner, 

Lacville represents nothing other 
han himself, ancl I am sure that for 
{he sile majority of your readers 
tal is guile uel enough. 
Christopher MfacHunald, 


OTHER Teresa’a Miaslon- 
WH aries of Charity elected a 
83-year-old Indian, Sister 
Nirmala, as her. successor. But 
thei founder will continue to 
guide the order despite 
and frail health. : 
Washington Post, page 20 


numbers 


E “New figures question reli- 
gious revival” (February 16) | 
feel 1 shoul congratulate you on 
what was, to me, a wellwِrilten and 
balanced article on a rather ticklish 
subject. There are, however, a few 
points that I wish to make. 
First, it must be emphasised that 
the recently procluced figures are 


given thie resources to carry out its 
work and the authority to fulfll its 
task. And it must enjoy complete 
freedom to set its own research 
agenda, to publish its findings ancl 


Sadne-ef-Laire, France 


WAS shockerl 10 sec hal Martin 


The headquarters of (i 
party (which changed its name from 
the Communist party in 1991) was 
awash on Monday with a crowd of 
earnest faces pressing against the 


make light work, February 16) (oes 
not understand economic decision- 
ınaking. “Those with two years of 
college education earn a quarter of 
a nıillion dollars more over their life- 


LEXANDER Feklisov, a, 

former KGB agent, resolved 
one of the most emotive contro- 
versles of cold war hiatory by con- 


T 15 nol only its racist policy thal 


recent times, it demonstrates the 
development witlıin the Tory party 
élite of a culture of coverup and 
clenial. Witness Nicholas Soames's 
cornered animal behavlour over tlie 
uge of organophosphates in the Gulf | to talk to tlıe media, 
war, Ruth Evans, 

My fear is that this culture may | Director, National Consitner 
prove endemic to the British system | Cougcil, London 
of government as a whole. Labour, if 
it wins, must prove otherwise by 


implementing a Freedom of FRE we really asked to believe 


is making the National Front so 
popular (National affront, February 
23). Every time there is a recidivist 
sex crime such as the recent rape 
of bur girls at 
Boulognesur-mer, [ lıear people all 


firming that Julius Rosenberg, 
executed with his wife for espi- 
onage in 1953, was a Soviet spy. 


only concerned with the Churc"öf 
England, not with other denomina- 
tions, many of which have seen re- 
cent attendance increases, There 
are several reasons for this. The An- 


times than those who never went to 
college. So, if you take away the cost 
of even the most expensive college, 
you are still left wilh a clear average 
profit of, say, $150,000." 


Mr. Nano was released from 
Tirana prison last week — “a place 
where if you became scared you just 
could not survive,” he said. 


that the findings of a major and 
castly report affecting the health of 
the nation was not communicated to 
ministers, because it was a “working 


Information Act. 
Paul Cumberland, 
University of Cambridge, Cambridge 


document" and ministers are re- 
E share your concern at Maff | sponsible for policy but not for 
putting producer interests be- | implementation? In what private en- 


ARY ROBINSON, the Irish 

president, ended months of 
gapeculation by announcing that 
ghe will not aeek re-election 
when her seven-year term enda 


The leader of the Socialist Party 
and Albania's interim prime minis- 
ter in 1991 after the rebellion 
against the communist dictatorship, 
Mr Nano sent a pacifying message 
1o the Albanian people. “I want to 
cınyvert my party into a peacemak- 
ig and peacekeeping force,” he 
said. “I am from the south, but my 
best friends are in the north." He 
stressed his support for the new 
government of reconciliation. 

Asked whether he would meet 
Mr Berisha, he said: “I will shake 
hands with him, not as presidenl 
but as an Albanian citizen, He 
should not step down, but aside,” an 
elegant distinction which allows Mr 
Berisha a little dignity. 

Last week hundreds of frightened 


glican Church is probably the most 
conservative of the Protestant 
denonıinations, which results in a 
non-progressive and uncomfortable 


tıe opportunity 
costs? If instead of going lo college I 
invest my $100,000 (adniltedly aıı 
overestimate of the costs of a Lwu- 
year college course) at a modest 
6 per cent, Î would make $6,000 per 
year in interest, almost exactly the 
value of the quarter million spreacl 
aver a working life of 40 years. Al I 
would still have $100,000 in Ihe 
bank for my reliremenl. After incor- 
porating the effevl of progressive 
lnxalion, anyone investing their 
$100,090 in ù college must either be 
in need of lhe lype ol educalion jr 
parently denied your reporters, or 
must understand hal the “value” of 
eduction goes well beyond lhe 
purely montlary. 

Graham Andretvs, 


around ıme saying the only solution 
is to bring buck capital punishnıenl 
— andl of course, that is exactly 
what the National Front proposes io 
do if it gels into puwer, 

Stephenie Beryman, 

Ollionles, Yar, France 


A frantic Albanian ole ty to carry their children to safety last weekend as police fire guns to 
disperse a crowd that stormed the port of Durres 


PHOTOGRAPH: YANNIS BEHRAKIS 


terprise would managers not follow 
through implementation as part of 
policy? In what local government 
would such 4 vast sum be spent with 
no accountability on a mere “work- 


United States marines 
swooped on to the beach at Durres 
to evacuate foreign nationals as 
thousands of a thronged 
the port, trying to flee their country. 
Baler, police fired on the crowd, 
reportedly killing two. 

The evacuation of Turkish nation- 
als from Durres ran into trouble 
when Albanians seized landing craft, 
leaving the foreigners strandel. US 
nıarines were alertel and two heli 
copters landed on tlhe sand while 
others circled overhead. Marines 
used rifle butts to beat off Albanians 
trying to board the aircraft. 

More than 1,000 Albanians tried 


so I also sent out a boat of Italian 
marines as well as food and water to 
be certain they would keep quiet,” 
sald the head of Italy’s coastguard, 
Admiral Renato Ferraro. 

Last week Italian authorities con- 
fiscated hundreds of Kalaslınikovs 
and cases of ammunition fron at 
least 14 Albanian military ships that 
sailed into the port of Otranto, 

Meanwhile a high-level Euro- 
pean assessment team arrived in Al- 
bania on Monday for talks on how 
to help the new broad-basecl gov- 
ernment end the anarchy in the 
Balkan state. The 1i-sitrong team, 
led by Dutch roving ambassador 


latest in a series of clashes between 
civilians and police in recent days, 


Second, with reference to so- in which four people are known to 


called "rave-in-the-naye” services — 
in itself something of a misnomer — 
while mistakes were made with the 
Nine O'Clock Service, the vast 
majority of modern, progressive or 
alternative worship is truly evangeli- 
cal. It achieves the aim of reaching 
people to whonı, ns ahown by statis- 
ties, chilly pews and iradilionalisım 
do nol appeal. This is not the wor- 
ship of “candy floss idols” ûr in any 
way degrading God: rather il is 
spreading lhe Christian message in 
a way that appeals to people of our 


RESIDENT Clinton is 

expected to act swlftly to 
designate a new CIA director 
after the sudden withdrawal of 
hia first nominee for the post, 
former national security adviser 
Anthony Lake. 


Albanians took to the sea in a 
ramshackle flotilla of rusting gun- 
boats and fishing vessels. Begin- 
ning on Friday last week, thousands 
of Albanians have landed in tatty 
tugs and battered frigates at the Ital 
ian port of Brindisi. In the past few 
days, officials estimate that around 
6,000 bedraggled and dazed Albani- 
ans have fled to southern Italy. 
Many are lone children put on boats 
by desperate parents, 

On Monday, Italian coastguards 


HE Korean corruption you do 

umwnl (Kin apologises for scan 
dal. March 2} is a oajor prublem al 
every level uf Korean life lo the 
peinl it i6 now anuther Kurean 
expert inthestry, lo judge ly the 
contlucl ol Kurean lour companies 


LAUGHTERHOUSE [ilil can- 

not be eradlivaled, no matter 
how many investigators or reporls 
comınissioned (suppressecl or other 
wise). Eaclı year in the UK alone, 
approximately 700 million poultry, 
18 ınillion pigs, 18 niillion sheep and 


N IRANIAN ınilitary plane 
with 86 people on board 

crashed in a mountainous region 
in the northeast of the country. 


In New Zealand, Kuren tour 
cojai's slaımtl iceusul of de 


fore those of consumers (Editorial, 
March 16). For eight years, the 
council has been pressing for the 
creation of a separate and indepen- 
dent food agency to protect the in- 
terests of consumers, The recent | ing document"? 
furore over E. calf in meat and stan- j (Rew) Jan Stubbs, 
dards of hygiene in abattoirs further | Denshaw, Oldlam 
strengthens our case. 

Clearly, Maff can no longer justify 
îta role aş the representative of sev- 
eral conflictlng inlerests. The con- 
sumer interest is too ofleıı last in 
line. And ns the events of the last 
few days show, the openness ancl 
transparency of current artange- 
menis leave alot to be clesired, 


If consumers are to be protected | 8 million callle, clefecaling ancl uri- 


Westerners were evacuated under 


lurnuRhecentury cudlure. Û is per- fire from Albania as anarchy 


Gresham, (regun, US| 
haps significant of the wide neerl far 


tourist businesses before Kurvan rescued about 900 refugees from a | Jan de Marchant et d'Ansembourg, 
uurisl SIONS ١| ا‎ 


There was no news of survivors. 


to storm their way into the heavlly 


flew into Tirana by Italian military 
helicopter from Brindisi. 


stricken frigate after it ran out of 
fuel and began to take in water, 
about 35km off Brindisi. 

“They are very nervous, scuffles 
have been erupting amongst them, 


guarded docks earlier in the day. 
Police fired long bursts from auto- 
matic weapons and clubbed some of 
the crowd, forcing them back into 
the centre of town. This was the 


E 


gripped the country, 1 
roamed the streets of lhe capital 
Tirana, and a beleaguered President 
Berisha clung desperately to power. 


Christianily in Briain hat il is only 
whet one mismanagecl service gels 
inlo trouble (hal any attention is 
paid lo what is an otherwise siue- 
cessful movement, and thal tle 
allenlion is moslly negative. 


. Keran tour guitles 
ıl denmauding di 


Time to think 
again on drugs 


OUTH African anti-apartheid 

activist Allan Boesak said he 
was innocent after his appear- 
ance in court in Cape Town on 


Comment, page 2 
Le Monde, page 1 
jı clieuls the full pirt 


keting: fhe difference. 


[beGuardian 


Weekly 


30 charges involving more than 
$225,000 of foreign ald. 


with Stephen S. Reset 
le (Drug war: the enenty 
March 16} in Ihat: 
Rul Lime 10 see a Fun case being: 
made for doing things clifferenlly." 
Cleurly, Prohibition dld nol work 
during (he "boutlegging? clays, in 
the Uuitetl Slales. Nor is il working 
today wilh regurel lo drugs. As in 
Australia, tbe drug problem — iı 
parlicular the heroin problem — (lid 
nol happen overnight, U has laken 
aroundl 25 years lo renc ihe stagv 
we are nOw at, Throwing vast suns 
of money at the problem, via law en- 
forcement dnd increasing penalties 
for traffickers, is just nol working. 
Our state police coınnıissioner 
and the incumbent director of pub- 
lic prosecutions have expressed the 
opinion that trials should be carried 
out supplying heroin to registered 
addicts under strict government 
control, Surely, if the addict is able 
to satisfy the need for the narcotic, 
this will greatly reduce crime rates 
and eradicate the huge profits made 
by the gangsters who continue to 
run the risks ancl trade in these 


Ex-rebels take capital 


A former guerrilla commander, 
Shafick Handal, 
FMLN's sweeping victories, which 
included many important provincial 
as "a very important message 
for the democratisation process”. 

It is the second time Salvafore- 
ans have gone to the polls since the 
civil war ended ,in December 1992. 
Arena's Armando, Calderén Sol won 
the presidency in 1994, andıhis term 


The leader of. Arena, 
Salguero, downplayed «the result, 
which wag marred by an abstention 
rate of 'more than 60 percent, She 
said ıthat the, party's voters . had 
stayed away: oul of “an ‘excess of 


.i The campaign leadi 
polls ı was. bitter, including stone 
throwing and the unexplained death 
of a.17year-old FMLN activist In:a 
grenade explosion, '. .. . 
` As In: 1994,. there ,were accuse 
tions of 0 led at he in 
party. In Ilopango, near, the.capital, 
ballot. boxes . stuffed: with i, Arena 
votes were allegedly found. before 
the polls’ bpened;.:wlHle in. maaty 
ا‎ ulna 0 a qut 

a and fkeafoodiı ı1. „4. 
Pr the electoral tribunal cbair- 
man, Jorge. Djaz, said thatıdespite 
“certain inconveniencès” the overall 
process had bee cleani: ıs : 1 ils, 


200 French paedophiles held 


content were sold for between 
$75 and §110 each. 

The Nice police were at pains 
to point out that the detained 
adults — apprehended in almost 
every French département — 
wete from all social back- 
grounds, They were mo! 


. Colonel Padevin of the Nice 
police told France-Info radio: 
“No socialclass bas heen ' 
spared. The auapects are chiefly 
married professional men, Some 
allegedly made the tapes, othera 

distributed them and sorne wêre 


, ‘The police operation, 1irvolving 
600 e e ane; : 
began last October when a . .. 
keeper in Saintesy:in the :.ڍ‎ 
Charentes-Maritlme départe- .: 
ment, was brought in for ques 
tioning bythe Nice.investigating 
magistrate, Jean-Plerre: .; ' 


.. The magistrate discovered that 
the child-pornography.ring wis 
heling-run through two servers’! 
on the Minitel —:a, French.-onfine 
ayatem:similar to.the Intêrpet, -ı 
Three men linked to distributing 
the tapes wêre arrested in. iı.. ' 


URTHER lo Palely Welsli's re 
port Iro Minmgua (March 2, 
0 ly hose in tue Unileel Slales 
Cee Ihe: wan crimes against 
it cluring 1l HRUS have 
yel lo be brougli to juslict. 
Reagan enjoys frevtlom from prose 
cutin as any relirel Roman eM 
perur woukl; se evidently do his 
henchmen, such as Elliot Abrams 
and Patrick Buchanan, who 
opel such “bal backs" during the 
Viclnam aT (much a45 
Reagau lad (luring the §€C? 
worl! war} but suffered no con” 
punction over having others carry” 
ing out the carnage in a non 


UROPEAN Union govern- 
ments launched a campaign 
to quash mounting apeculation 
that the planned date for nıoner¬. 
tary union, January 1999, could. 
be delayed by Germanys . :- 
onomic problems. . 


Alex Duval Smith in Paris 


RENCH police who last week 
detained more than 200 peo- 
ple linked to a child pornogtra- 
phy ring said some of the 5,000 
video cassettes they selzed fea- 
tured footage of babies submit 
ted to sexual acts, 

Police in Nice, who spear- 
headed the five-month natlon- 
wide police operation, said that. 
among those detained were five - 
school teachers, two head teach- 
era, members of the judiciary - 
and a televlslon journalist. '. - 

They are suspected of buying . 
or helping to distribute porno- 
graphic lms featuring children 
‘between six months and 


Gens of the Nica 
gendarmerie told.French televir.. 
sion: “The tapes are very upset 
ting, quite atrocious, We have’: 

some of the people who ’ 
made.the filrhs, including onê - . 
man. who filmed his girlfriend’s.: 
daughter without her knowledge, 

:Some of the paedophile .. + 
footage is camouflaged within. 1: 
ordinary Xrated fllmg, The chil- 
dren ate European girls and. ,ı ı 
boys, filmed together and somer. - 
times with adulta,” He said... 
tapes. with a ahild-pornography. : 


WAS nmazecl thal Douglas Farah 
could wrile, about U renaissance 
of the Church in Cuba (Church 
Comeback in Changing Cuba, Fel- 
Tuary 16) wilhuut mentioning tle 


Farabundo Marti Natlonal Liber- 
ation Front (FMLN) on Monday cek |. 
ebrated a feat that eluded them in 
more than 10 years of civil war in El 
Salvador —the seizure ofthe capital, 

.. Even before the vote çount from 
last Sunday's. parliamentary . and 
local . elections 2 mae. 0 
outgoing ,mayori Of ar, 
ao Valiente of the rightwing.ruk 
ing.Arena party, recognised the vic- 
tory of the. FMLN-led conlition's 
candidate, :Héctor Silva, a 49-year: 


€ inl It was the CEC's close rela- 

lionship with the US Pastors for REESE E ERECESENE 
Peace that did much to break the HE mitnORiNea n Burundi's 
US blockade of hunanitarian assis- a e toiling : 
An attempt to assassinate the 
military leader, Major Plerre .... 
Buyoya, a govetpment : ۰ .i . , 
spokesman sald! ıı. 


Their "Htile yellow school bus" 
and Laredo, Texas, hunger strike 
led Cuban news stories nightly for 
weeks in the summer of 1993, show- 
ing that progressive Christians 
would stand in solidarity with Cuba 
and helped to persuade the island's 
Communist Party to alow Chris- 
tians to become members and stand 


The two. parties, we! 
`Î neck in the congressional race, with 
the:FMLN. on.,course to. at least 
double ita presence in the, 82-seat 
house to about 28 deputies... . '-.. 
. The leftwing former rebals gave 
up théirı arms five, years ago. ‘The 
FMLN has abandoned .its marxist 
rhetoric land deşcribes itself as s8o- 
cial democrat, But the results.ofıthe 
poll mark the most important. elec- 
toral:advance forthe. left in Central 
Americaıthis debade.ı.: 1 ıı: 1 i! 

However; neithet. the FMLN: nor 
Arena is likely to win a ınajority, and 
the snıaller parties.jean tothe ight, 
ınaking it unlikely thatthe front, will 
challenge government control’, of 


Robert MacLeod, 
Sirdar, BC, Canada 


EEE 
ANDA KOOLMATRIE, an ı 
W acclaimed “Aboriginafî,,:ı . 
womari author, owned upto, 
helng-Leon Carmeny.p white 
male writer, embarraşalng -1.. 
Auntralia'g.arta:establishmen 
alreafy şmarting from. earlier. 


A long-term 
view.on.life 


OUR article. (Britain to squeéze 
student numbers, February 16) 
made, my jaw drop, Doeşn’t , (lie 
Department for Education - know | 
that fûrther ad higher education. 
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Letters to thb Editor and other 


It Is about time the world recog- 
nises that prohibition is just not 
working. The funds saved. would be 
better directed to hospitals, educat- 
ing youngsters about the dangers of 
drugs, and maybe even 


lie iis ihr ا‎ € 
\GTOR.VASARELY, aften l1.. 
' called the, master of Op Art, 
has died of cancer in Paris at the 
age.of 90,-Hisa last years were. . 
clouded by: controveresy.overıthe , 
collap#e of the foundatlon- 
in his name in 1971s: ; 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 5 
French ‘made Holocaust nerve gas’ izan pun 


“As far as French industry was con- 

cerned, it was a question of turning 
The first known Holocaust vic- 
tins to be gassed at Auschwitz, in 


a military defeat into a good finan- 

cia deal," she said. 

Export production jumped from 
NLY days before the Allies | July 1942 under Hitler's notorious one tonne in 1940 to 37 tonnes for 

0 Invaded Nornmıartly, a | Night and Fog edict, were among the single month of May 1944, when 
French factory shippecl 37 | the 75,000 French and refugee Jews 

tonnes of Zyklon-B gas to Germany, | deported by Vichy after round-ups 

according to a new stucly which | by French police, 

links French wartime goverument Capsules of Zyklou-B found at 


output was monitored by British in- 
telligence, All the gas, made under 
policy to the murder of Jews on an | Auschwitz carried the trade mark 
industrial scale. a Degesch, an associate coınpany of 
nie 


cent evidence of France's direct or 
indirect complicity in the Holocaust. 

President Jacques Chirac, break- 
ing with the defence put up by the 
former Vichy official François Mit- 
terrand, has described Pétain's gov- 
ernment as a crininal regime, a 
view supported by Ms Lacroix-Riz 
in the ınagazine Révue de I'Histoire 
dela Shoah. 

Ms Lacroix-Riz, a history profes- 
sor in Toulouse, tried to publish an 
official version of her research in a fi- 
nance ministry publication. It was ve- 
toedl by a panel of historians, who 
said the findings were pravacative 
and could result in a ban on research 
into sensitive official documents. 

This was seen as an alteınpt to 


cover up the high level of voluntary 
industrial collaboration with the 
Nazis by prominent French firms 
still in operation. 

But Ms Lacroix-Riz gained access 
to the restricted “Majestic files", 
These comprise nıillions of pages of 
German high command archives, 
once stored at Nazi headquarters in 
the Hotel Majestic. Using the "Kolb 
archives” on chemical industry col 
laboration, she found that a Ugine 
factory at Villers-Saint-Sépulcre, 
near Beauvais, north of Paris, was 
making Zyklon-B — officially listed 
as a pesticide — under IG Farben 
licence fronı 1940. A joint enterprise 
was set up, whose share values 
tripled as demand for Zyklon-B rose 


Paul Webster In Paris 


the supervision of German scien 
tista, was for Nazi use. 
® French banks laundered more 
than 1 billion francs ($176 million) 
A French historiali, the joint German-French Degussa, from the accounts and savings of 
Lacroix-Riz, whom officials tried to | itself a subsidiary of Zyklon-B's Ger- Jews who dled in Nazi concentration 
gag, will reveal in a G0-page study Û man inventor IG Farben, and the camps cluring the second world war, 
published later {his month that a | French chemical giant Ugine. Le Monde reported last weekend. 
joint German-French enterprise, Although Ms Lacroix-Riz has yet The newspaper said French banks 
working with the appraval of Mar- | to establish that French-made €x- 
shal Pétain's Vichy administration, | ports, labelled for military use only, 
regularly sent supplies of the deadly j| were used at Auschwitz to murder 
poison to Germany from 1941. Jews, her research will add to re- 


had benefited from the contents of 
57,000 accounts left dormant be- 
cause their holders did not relurn 
after being deported from France. 


Mexico official 
banked drugs 
cash in US 


Christopher Reed 
In Los Angeles 


NDING an extraordinary civil 

action in which United States 
prosecutors virtually put the Mexi- 
can government on trial for nar- 
catics corruption, a jury devided 
last weekend that most of the 
$9 million confiscated (rom the 
former co-orclinalor of Mexico's 
drug prograınme had come from 
traffickers’ bribes. 

Mario Ruiz Massieu, Mexico's 
deputy attorney-general, was ac- 
cused of sending an aide, Jorge 
Stergios, to the Comınerce Bank in 
Houston, Texas, with suitcases full 
of small denomination notes, Over a 

iod of 13 months more than 

ımilllon was deposited. 

But while US politicians have 
been using the two-week trial to cas- 
tigate Mexico about its lax policing 
of smuggled drugs, US authorities 
were also revealed to have missed 
$7.9 milllon of tainted cash. 

Officials of the US treasury and 
customs, and an Internal Revenue 
criminal Investigator were told of 
the deposits, but nothing was done. 
US officials actod only when tlie, 
Mexican embassy in Washington |. 
alerted US cuştoıns 15 months after | 
Mr Ruiz opened the account. : 

Mr Ruiz was arrested in New Jer-ı 
sey on his way to Spain with $42,000 
undeclared money. He haş heen 
under civil arreat ever since. : 

Last .Saturday.jurors in Houston |. . 
rejected Mir Rulz's explanation that 1 
the cash came from a family fortune | 
and bonuses from the former Mexir. 
can, president, They decided that 
the US government could .confis-: 
cate all but $1.1 million as bribe 
money received from drug smug- 
glers. Mr Ruiz, who faces an extrar, 
dition hearing, will appeal: 
The Interna] Revenue will hold an. | ' 


EuRoparco is the first high-yielding interest account 
that looks forward to the new Europe. 

You can earn a high rate of return in your preferred 
European hard currency (Dutch Guilder, German Mark, 
French Franc and Belgian Franc). 

The rate is currently 4.1%*, which is significantly 
above the 3-month deposit rates. 

Yer your money remains accessible when you want it. 

EuRoparco offers private investors high interest, easy 
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obvious “street money”, ;. , . i: 
® Colombia's defence minister, || . 
ei Alberto a 8 : 
ded last weekend, , bowing to |: 
military pressure to step. down afte 
revealing that his congressional.‘ ,.: 
ج‎ money from Î 
A repul 1 , .justo P٤ 
1 Irug kingpin, Justo Paş, 


a jn 1989... ... . 
| According, 2 penior military 
jSource, the armed, forges comman. 
der, Gpgieral Harold Bedoya, had; 
sald he and other, top military o 
lalê would relgn, inilgss Mr € 


or 2 lish O.’ German Û Durch O ' Fren O Tick appropriate Hox 
inquiry into its failure to spot what | ; TERR... I OED 
one of its investigators described a8,.1j . , MiIMrs/Miks/Ms (Delite as appropriate) Surname and initials 
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Papua army 
in revolt over 
mercenaries 


— 
Christopher Zinn in Sydney 
س‎ 


APUA New Guinca was 

plunged into crisia on 
Monday after its ill-equipped 
army and police force mutinled 
against the government's use of 
mercenaries suppiled by a 
British firm. 

The country’s military com- 
mander, Brigndier-General 
Jerry Singirok, who led the 
revolt, demanderi the sacking of 
the prime minister, Sir Julius 
Chan, but was himself then 
dismissed by Sir Julian, 

“After a meeting long into 
Monday night, the Papua New 
Guinea cabinet has removed 
Brigadler-General Jerry 
Singirok from his position as 
commander of the defence 
force,” the prime minister sald, 

“We are a democratically 
elected government anıd as the 
represcntatives of the people we 
will not be stood over by a 
menmıber of the clisciplinary 
forces, who is supposed to be 
acting on the expressed wishes : 
of the peuple." He went on to 
reassure citizens that the | 
government was in control. 1 

Gen Singirok had carlier de- ا‎ 
nied staging a nıilitary coup, but 
sail he coulcl not let the govern- 
meut spend millions of clollars 
on mercenaricsa while his {roopa 
went willıout foccl, pay and 
supplies. 

Ile anicl about 8,000 defence 
force personnel and paramilitary 
police would refuse to work with 
the mercenariea — mainly South 
Africans — to eruek down on 
secessioniat rebels on Boug- 
ninville inland. 

PNG was formerly uncler 
Auatralinın rule, The Australian 
prime mininter, Jolın Howard, 
endorsed lhe government's 
derinim to sack (Gen Singirok. 
“We ullerly cleplore the attempts 
of [ıe] former commander-in” 
clıief of (he Papua New Guinea 
defence force to defy (he author 
ily of (he duly-elecled gfovern- 
ment," Mr Ilowarcl sald. 

“lu the clreumsilances, tlie 
action taken hy the prlmo minls- 
ter... lo remove the hend of the 
defence force was ball undler- 
standable and justifinble.” 

Gen Singirok snid he was 
comınitied to democracy in 
PNG, which has a populatlon 
4 million and more than 700 
languagtes, but issued a dead” 
Hine. “Ifthe PM and his deputy 
and minister for defence do not 
atep down within 48 hours, then 
Twill plead to Papua New 
Gulneans to join hands to force 
them to resign,” he sald. . 

The crisis was triggered bY 
Sir Jullus's controversial deol 
sion to hire mercen toen 
the nine-year war 
on mineral-rich Bougainville. 

Despite condemnation 
Britain, Auatralia and the Uni 4 
States, Sir Julius signed the $ 
million deal with British-based 
company Sandline International 
to supply “military trainers” tof 
financed with the partial floatol 
a mine. 2 

Gen Singirok sald the hiring o 
mercenaries was morally and -. 
ethically wrong when the money 
could have been used oh the - 
country’s own security forc@®: 


by Mr Yeltsin. Five years ago {ihe 
president named him as a fulure 
leader of Russia, and Ihe lwo men, 
bolh keen tennis players, have 
mıainlainccl good relations. 
Strangely, Mr Yelsin's palronnge 
has not damaged Mr Nemtsov 
politically. 

The former governor has com- 
bined his reformist principles with a 
pragmatic approach: in his region 
he left control of the substantlal in- 
dustrial military complex with the 
old Soviet nomenklatura, But he has 
also managed not to fall out with Mr 
Chubais, the crusacling ancl aggres- 
give privatiser, 

Mr Yeltsin reserved harsh words 
for Nato and the United States, days 
before he was due to meet Presi- 
dent Clinton at the Helsinki summit, 
which begins on Thursday, He ac- 
cused Nato of trying to throw a Cor- 
don sanitaire around Russia. 

“The US will make a rude and se- 
rious mistake if it implements the 
plan for Nato's eastward enlarge- 
ment,” he sail, 


reap the benefits of a new share-oul 
of the most profitable raw-material 
monopolies, 

Only General Anatoly Kulikov, 
the interior minister Mr Chubals 
tried so hard to move, remained 
among the heavyweights. The 
reshuffle's chief viclim was the 
prestige of the prime minister, 
Viktor Chernomyrdin. The prime 
minister had not named his own 
cabinet and he was left rather awk- 
wardly to announce the names of 
the new team. 

Mr Nemtsov's appoinlment suc- 
ceeded in pacifying the Democratic 
Opposition Party of Grigory Yavlin- 
aky, whose economic institute was 
used by Mr Nemtsov to devise a re- 
form plan for Nizhny Novgorod, On 
Monday Mr Yavlinsky was at pains 
not to criticise Mr Nemtsov. 

Mr Nemtsov promised new open- 
ness in government: “I will not tell 
lies, I will not take bribes or steal. I 
will explain to people everything I do, 
even the most unpleasant things.” 

His appointment is a bold move 


4 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
Reformers take charge in Kremlin 


have control of the finance ministry. 

Mr Nemitsov, who made a name 
for himself as a liberal governor of 
Nizhny Novgorod, was given re- 
sponsibility for ending the nono- 
polies of the energy, gas, railway and 
communications sectors. He will 
also oversee the phased removal of 
the housing subsidy, and engure 
wages and pensions are paid. 

His reaction was: “This is a sulci 
dal appointment." He looked wor 
ried as Mr Yeltsin told him in front 
of the television cameras: “You have 
experience and authority, you're 
fresh, you're not from Moscow, not 
one from the worn-out deck.” Mr 
Yeltsin added: “Two young men —~ 
you and Anatoly Chubais — create a 
fresh young team in the govern- 
ment, from scratch,” 

As expected, former colleagues 
of Mr Chubais — Yakov Urinson, 
Alfred Koch, and Valery Serov — 
were made ministers responsible re- 
spectively for economics, privatisa- 
tion, and national regional policy. 

The big banks are now likely to 


David Hearst in Moscow 


ment changes since he started 

his radical reform programme 
five years ago, President Boris 
Yeltsin announced a new senior cab- 
inet on Monday composed of young 
reformers wlio, he said, would lead 
the charge against former Soviet 
monopolies and begin fundamen- 
tally reorganlsing industry. 

Last week Mr Yeltsin dismissed 
his entire government in a final at- 
tempt to rescue the second term of 
his presidency and its stalled re- 
form programme from economic 
stagnation, bankrupt finances and 
widespread corruption. 

Surprising political opponents, 
Mir Yeltsin brought in a 37-year-old 
provincial governor, Boris Nemtsov, 
to rejuvenate his government's re- 
formist credentials. 

Mr Nemtsov, who is untainted by 
past privatisation scandals, joined 
Anatoly Chubais as joint first deputy 
prime minister. Mr Chubais will 


[ N HIS most sweeping goverTe 
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Europeans move to save fish stocks 


eriticised for their industrial flshinyg, 
parlicularly off Scotland's casl 
coast, acknowledged ihat they 
would be excluded from certain 
sensitive arcas. Svend Aukcn, the 
Danish environment minister, sall: 
“If İs a restriclion we will have to 
accept, because it is goocl for the 
whole Nortiı Sea." 

John Palmer in Strasbourg ards: 
Fraud that exploits loopholes in 
VAT and customs duties in the sin- 
gle European market and cigarette 
smuggling could be costing the Eu- 
ropean Union and national govern- 
ments more than $16 billion a year, 
according to a two-year investiga- 
tion by the European Parliament. 

Despite the occasional success of 
the authorities in spotting abuse of 
the European single market rules 
which exempt goods in transit to 
third countries from customs. du- 
ties, excises and VAT, the fraud- 
sters still have the upper hand. The 
European Parliament investigation 
reveals not only the huge İioss of, 
revenue to the EU and its member 
states, but also the ambiguous role 
of the tobacco multinationals. 


end of the scale, dolphins and por- 
poises, nany of which are drowned 
after being caught in nets, Beam 
trawling, which involves seraping 
the bottom of the sea up to four 
times a year and is considered de- 
structive, also faces restrictiona. 

‘The parlous state of cod and her- 
ring stocks brought the two sets of 
ministers from 13 countries to- 
gether for the first time to try to 
thrash out a conımon policy. 

Their declaration was a rebuff to 
the European Commission, which 
had maintained that the policing of 
fisheries policy was a matter for the 
EU, not North Sea states, However, 
a number. of ministers .including 
John Gummer, the UK Environment 
Secretary, condemned the EUs 
common fisheries policy a8 a failure. 

There were no timetables in the 
declaration for the introduction of 
bans on discarded fish, or the intro- 
duction of restricted flshing areas, 
but both Mr Gummer and the Ger- 
man delegation pledged to carry the 
process forward when their turn at 
the EU presidency came. 
The Danes, who have been much 


Paul Brown In Bergen 


UROPEAN Union commission- 

ers and North Sea flsherles and 
environment ntinisters last week 
proposed the establishment of no- 
fishing zones and curbs on İndus- 
trial catches to save stocks 
threatened by over-fishing. 

A two-day conference in the Nor- 
wegian city of Bergen was hailed as 
a success by the EU's fisheries com- 
missioner, Emma Bonino, and the 
environment commissioner, Ritt 
Bjerregaard. But a dispute over the 
jurisdiction of North Sea states, trig- 
gered by Ms Bonino, at first threat- 
ened to derail the talks, and the 
meeting's non-binding final cleclara- 
tion was criticised as Inadequate by 
environmentalists. 

Ministers also agreed to curtail, 
and if possible halt, the practice of 
discarding flsh too small to market. 
Up to 50 per cent of cod and had- 
dock are thrown back dead into the 
sea. ' 

Among the proposals is the intro- 
duction of selective fishing gear to 
protect small fish and, at the other 


Mobile phone 
detector tO 
ring changes 


Jon Henley in Helsinki 


IRED of that incessant ringing 

in pub or restaurant? Fed up 
with pointless, high-volume conver- 
sations from five tables away? Try 
mobilc phone guard, the new way to 
mute recent history's most intrusive 
invention. 

“The response has been anıaz- 
ing," sald Henry Duhs, a Sweclisl 
entrepreneur wlio has Iaunchecl Lhe 
world's first clteap and effective 
mobile plıoue detector. "There are 
clearly a lot of people out herc who 
wanl cellphones out of their lives." 

ıı a country where almost one h1 
three people owns a mobile, Mr 
Duhs said, İt was gelling hard to go 
anywhere wilt hearing one, Fle 
came upon lis idlca after a particu 
larly annoying cvening al û Slock- 
bolnı cincnıa. 

“Ihe performinct was inler~ 
rupled five llmcs by moblle phones 
ringing," he sald. “One man cven 
had a 1b-minute conversation. [ 
coulln'l believe it." 

‘The size of a cigarette pack, the 
mobile phone guard works by scan- 
ning the air waves for the slgnals the 
phones emit at frequent intervals 
when they “check in" with the near- 
est base station. When one is de- 
tected, an alarm sounds. 

"It's not 100 per cent foolproof, 
but to achieve that you would basi- 
cally have to bulld an entire base 
station," Mr Duhs said. “This 
should detect every mobile in a 
room within about 20 minutes, and 
it costs little more than the average 
phone.” 

Mîr Duhs is not alone in his con 
cern at the spread of mobile fever in 
Scandinavia. People Against Mobile 
Phones has attracted several thou- 
sand members in Norway, and 
priests are asking worshippers to 
turn off their phones before services. 

Most mobile phone guard buyers 
will be htech institutions, since the 
phones can wreak havoc with sensi 
tive electronic equipment, Mr Duhs 
said. But his first customer was Up- 
psala university, where. an exaın 
candidate was caught using his 
phone to cheat. 
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Operation Kneejerk . . . President Clinton leaves “hospital in Florida ina Wheelchair after peer 
knee injury while a guest at golfer Greg Norman's home last week 


Soviet Union (luring lhe second 
world war, Ukı'aine had been Rus 
sian lerritory since the early I&h 
century, and its slatus poses acute 
security problems for Russia. 

All this means that there is a lotof 
dletail about Natu, and even more 
abhoul arma control, lhe scale of 
nuclear missile cuts and conven 
tional military deployments still to 
be resolve at Helsinki Ji 
Mendelsohn, a veteran US arms 
control negotialor, is so worrled 
about the prospects for ralifi cation 
of the Start H treaty {whose 
negotiations began In 
CGrorbnchev’s day) that le says: Hy 
US-Russian arıus control ag: 
in serious trouble.” As well ذ‎ 
nuclear missiles, there are major 
disputes about the deployment of 
theatre nıissile defence e: 
sontctimes called “Star Wars 
lo which (he US is 
conmmuittecl. 


The problem is that fulftlllug the |. 


{terms of Slart I, which cuts nls 
to a ceiling of 3,0003,00 on 
alle, will he expensive and Durlerr 


some for Russia, whlch needa tol: 


moacdlernise its ngeing 


loglenl answer Is to leapfrog Start HI: 


and move swiftly to a‘ Start IN treaty, 
wlıicl would cut cach’ side to 


2,000 modern, aurvivable ‘add 
:mainly mobile misslles. But a 


be contingent on a Duma i 

of Start I. The good news is that e 
lead’ of Russia's Strategic Rocket’ 
Forces last week süuggested 
Duma hod do so in order to 

on to Start I. 

Still, all thesè arguments n 
missiles and antmisalle defence 
systems have somê ‘sceptics 
‘of a return to the’ mood of ih 


"pected that the talks Wo 

‘hardest in all the history û 
American relations”, Since {hey 0! 
‘began when the Soviet Ulin CO 
ilapsed, that may no ا‎ a4 e 
:‘souhds: Above all, that is Ho 

thie man now in tie 
es 

‘injury he’ sur 

‘have ص‎ haha into’ o 0 
:erutches, 

ithat there is now a 2 


less frequent meetings of foreign 
and defence ministers, and joint 
operations in key fielkls such as 
peacekeeping, terrorism, nuclear 
proliferation and the environment. 
It calls for joint action on peacekeej+ 
ing, although there is still bickering 
over whether this should only fol- 
low a UN security council mandate, 
as the Russians demand, or simply 
be in accord with the UN charter, 
which is what {he US wants. 

The diplonıatic limetable is now 
becoming crowded, since Clinlon 
wants to selle the Nato question be- 
fore the G7 sumınil in Denver al the 
end of June, Officials are now dis- 
cussing a further Russin-Nato su 
mit, possibly in May, when Clinton 
comes to Europe for the 50th an- 
uiversary celebration of Marshall 
Aid. If all goes well, ihere 
could be Russian participa- 
tion in the Nato summit İn 
Madrid in July, at which the 
formal invitalion to Join will 
Hungary, 
Poland and the Czech Re- 
public arc widely expected 
lo be iu lhe first wave, while 
strong bids are’ also being 
made for Slovenia and Ro- 
mania. 

Much of the negotialng detail 
was completed in Moscow last week 

the Nato secretary-general, 
Javier Solana. He held out to Pri- 
makov the prospect of sharing intel 
gence photographs, and inviting 
Russian observers to Nato exer- 
cises and air traffic control centres 


.— a series of confidence-building 


measures to assure Russia that 
Nato's expansion up to its borders 
signalled no hostile intent. ` 

Russia still opposes Nato enlarge- 
ment in Principle, but in practice 18 

trying to negotiate the best avail 
able deal, Primakoy came to Wash- 
ington last week seeking some form 
of assurance that the three Baltic 
states, formerly Sovlet territory, will 
not join Nato in a second wave of en- 
iargement at least while Russia 


`remélns concerned about the treai 


ment of ethnic Russian minorities in 
these countries, 
‘The outstanding issue of Ukraine, 


which is also to be offered its own. 


gpeclal charter with Nato rather 
than membership, still remains a 
potential hurdie, Unlike the Baltic 
, forcibly merged into the 


western Europe, or the recent 
growth of China, are freely made. 

There is also a quiet assurance 
that while Yeltsin will not give per- 
gona! approval to the Nato plan in 
Helsinki this week, Russia is now 
reconciled to the inevitable, Yellsin 
understands the West's need for an 
insurance policy, should Russla's 
tumultuous politics throw up a stri- 
dent nationalist government, Clin- 
ton understarıds Russian alarm and 
nervousness, and also its need for 
tangible evidence that it will have a 
central place in the Atlantic alliance 
scheme of things. 

Hence the offer of a permanent 
place among the heads of state at 
the annual economic summits of the 
Group of Seven leading industrial 
nations, even though Russia will not 


There Is also a qulet assurance 
r ed J, Cnon® that while Yeltsin will not glve 


be invited to join the practical mech- | 


anism of the regular G7 finance 
ministers’ meetings. Yeltsin in re- 
turn has sent the right kind of sig- 
nal, one that Clinton seems to have 
expected, with last week's appolnt- 
ment of Anatoly Chubais as first 
deputy prime minister with sweep- 
ing economic powers, As the man 
who ran Russia's massive privatisa- 


tion scheme, Chubais has high 


credibillty with the G7, 

. The concessions have been com- 
ing thick and fast from both sides, 
equally determined to make the 
surniit a. success, The US and 
other Nato countries have now been 
told that Russia will not insist on the 
charter with Nato being “a legally 
binding document’, formally rati- 
flied by national parliaments, They 
will now accept just “a binding doku 
ment”, on the lines of the 1975 
Helsinki accorda. 

. The new. charter is designed to 
give Rissla “a voice but not a veto” 
in the affairs of the eilarged Nato, It 
provides for a Ruslan liaison office 
at Nato HQ in Brussels, regular 


monthiy meeting of officials and 1 staten 


`6 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
Clinton cleaves to 
Roosevelt’s dream 


world war. as the rhetoric of 
Woodrow Wilson with his panaceans 
of national selfdetermination and 
Fourteen Points at the end of the 
first world war. The great differ- 
ence, in Roosevelt's eyes, was that 
this time tlre US and its wartime 
allies would reınain engaged and 
committed to bringing about thls 
new world. 

“The mere conquest of our ene- 
mies is not enough. We must go on 
to do all in our power to coıquer the 
doubts and tlıe fears, the ignorance 
and the greed, which made this hor- 
ror passible,” Roosevelt said, 

“Today we are faced with the pre- 
eminent fact that, if civilisation is to 
survive, we must cultivate the sci 
ence of human relationships — the 
ability of all people, of all kinds, to 
live together and work together, in 
the same world, at peace. 

“The work, my friends, is peace. 
More than an end of this war, an 
end to the beginnings of all wars,” 
Roosevelt went on, İn a peroration 
that some historians haye sug- 
gested might have helped avert the 
cold war altogether, if only Roose- 
velt had survived to deliver it and 
act upon its sentiments. 

I suspect long chunks of that 
speech will be quoted to Yeltsin in 
Finland this week, as all tlıe smooth- 
talking Arkansas charm is flooded 
over thie stubborn Russian to win 
some sort of halfsmile upon the 
great Clinton project to enlarge Nato. 

But to put it llke that la unfair to 
the grandeur of Clinton's concept. 
The cruclal argument the White 
House Is trying to make to the 
Kremlin is that Nato has already 
changed its fundamental character. 
It İs no longer simply the defensive 
military alliance of the cold war. As 
a direct result of the Bosnian opera- 
tion, Nato is now well advanced in 
ils transition to wider pan-European 
and transatlantic security 
syatem, 

This new, Improved Nato 


staff in terms akin to televi- 


slon advertisements ‘for the personal approval to the Nato plan be cextcnded. 


latest brand of sanp powder. 


I spreads , stbllly And [n-Helsinkl this week, Russia Is 


widens democracy, wiıich 


between them are the Det now reconciled to the Inevitable 


guarantee of the economic 
prosperity to come, It İne 

poses the principle’ of civillan rule 
over the military, and it leads coun- 
tries such as Hungary, Romania and 
the Czech ‘Republic to resolve 
quickly all their outstanding dis- 
putes with their nelghbours in order 
to clear the way for Nato member- 
ship. 

In a previous meeting, Yeltsin 
had warrıed Clinton of the ingrained 
Russian fear of invasion from the 
West, that in each advance of Nato, 
every village and hamlet in Russia 
heard echoes from Napoleon's can- 
non and Hitler's panzers 

Clinton's new answer is that this 
enlarged and transformed Nato is it 
gelf the best guarantee of Russian 
security against future wars spilling 
out from the central European caulr 
dron where all the last ones had 


rewed. 
There ls inu today's White House a 
confidence, and even a corr 
viction, that Russia has finally tarned 
the corner. The economy is starting 
to grow again, and a period of spec 
tacular growth ls poised to take place 
over the next few decadea, Compar- 
isons with the long post-war boom of 


E eran 
The u this week 
Martin Walker 


T MIGHT have been the most 
[ frustrating experlence possible 
for a journalist, to be given nearly 
twe lnurs of wide-ranging conversa- 
tion with the presldent of the United 
States, on conditllon that it was all 
firmly off the record, But, by special 
dispensation, the Guardian has been 
given permission to quote a little of 
what Bill Clinton said, in remarks 
that for the first time indicate the 
vast scale of the presideat’s foreign 
policy ambitions. 
We were sitting and drinking tea 
.in the private dining room at the 
end of the narrow corridor that runs 
from the Oval Office past the small 
study with the two portralts of Win- 
ston Churchill and the collection of 
T70 golf putters, when Clinton leaned 
forward and sald he had been read- 
, İng and re-reading the last speech of 
‘his great Democratic predecessor, 
Franklin Roosevelt. 4 
“It was the speech Roosevelt was 
‘to give the day after he died, while 
the war was etill raging in Europe. 
He said there was a real hope of the 
wartime allies — Russia, Britain, 
France and China — working to- 
gether with the US and the new 


United Nations to build a better, 


ıkind of world,” Clinton sald. “The 


cold war stopped all that, but we . 


have a real and historic opportunity 


to work together In the way Roose ' 


velt hoped. We can do that” 

‘This statement of strategic nostal- 

gia for a world that might have been 
came in the course of an Intriguing 
conversation, We talked briefly of 
«the political scandals, old and new, 
that beset but visibly did not de- 
press im. But mainly we discuasecl 
foreign policy from China to Mex- 
ico, from the imminent summit with 
Boris Yeltsin in Helsinki to the dan- 
.gers of European stagnation and 
Labour's prospects iri the British 
election. 

I had asked if there was some- 
thing deliberate in all the references 

‘to the legendary cold war secretary 
of state Dean Acheson, and to the 
need to complete the original Eu- 
ropewide mission of the Marshall 
Ald plan, that we heard constantly in. 
„the speeches of Madeleine Albright. 
‘Did this adiministratlon see its Buro- 

in similarly historic 


„ “Yea, to the extent that we have 
an opportuntty to fulfil the hopes i in- 
terrupted by the cold war,” Clinton 
ıreplled, and then began citing 
jPhrases from that undelivered Roo- 
‘sevelt speech, which he dictated on 
All 11, 1945, just before his death. 
though ttle known, İt ls one of 
0 classic statements of American 
„optimism, just as Utopian a vision 
for the aftermath of thé second 


UK NEWS 9 


the Churches’ report asserts: "So 
many changes have been made to 
the criteria for benefit iı recent 
years that the claîmant count cannot 
be taken as a satisfactory indication 
of the pressure of demand for 
labour, or the social problems wlıich 
arise fronı the shortage of jobs, 

“It is increasingly coming to be 
recognised that in the UK the unem- 
ployment figures refer to just one 
category of those without ' paid 
work" — excluding the disabled, 
single parents, the sick and the in- 
voluntarily relired.  : ° 

‘The report accepts the existence 
of benefit fraud but argues that the 
Governments benefit system traps 
a significant group of parents in 
poverty, as it is difficult for {hem to 
find jobs that do not involve a cut in 
income. — The Observer 


' 


ager O o 
Alerrajheêh çal LIKI 14415 0) AHL PIST ; ۳ 
or fas (UW (+341 Vr ا 1 19722 شا‎ 


"7 WO, 


e" 


OIWI 


UE RNs EY 


e ا‎ 


.month's figure of 1.85 nuillion. But 


n dani chaige yaa penny: 


. Arıl.wê kıiow Ju dolly always. gel lo; 


" 1 ı ka Tanncllg Ikipse, Les!bhngurs St PeseF Pent. 
The reşult an accoun! tnt appcarecl 
1 i Best Buy 1 


bury, George Carey, and Cardinal 
Basil Hume. 

In terms that contradict John 
Major's claim to be building a soci- 
ely of “haves, rather than have- 
nots”, the authors say they have 
been shocked and saddened by the 
sharpness of contrast “between a 
favourerl majority on the one hand, 
and those on the other who are left 
out. Wherever we went we saw in- 
creasing riches and increasing 
poverty side by side, Such contrasts « 
should not be tolerated. They imply 
a complacency amongst the con- 
tented that has to be challenged.” . 

The inquiry will infuriate minis 
ters since it claims the Govern- 
ment’s unemployment statistics are 
unreliable. The Government . had 
been preparing to hail this week the 
12th successive monthly drop in 
unemployment, down from last 
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8 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
Drought brings slow death in rural India 


about $160 millon from New Delhi 
for disaster relief, By the beginning 
of this month, the national govern- 
ment had allocated only $10 million. 
Widespread death and disease 
seem inevitable with the approach 
of the hot sunımer, 

For the elderly and widows, such 
as Shobhabati Majhi, survival has 
become precarious. From a dark 
corner of a hut in wlıich there are ak 
most no possessions, her cousin 
brings out a cooking vessel: 500g of 
meal and 500g of rice in a thin pore 
ridge to feed a family of six. 

Although the drought is regarded 
officially as a natural disaster, 
activists argue that the crisis is man- 
made: Earth's vengeance for defor- 
estation that has reduced the soil's 
ability to hold water, and political in- 
difference. “The govérnment says 
the gods have failed . . . But that ia 
just an excuse. This is not a drought 
area. The government created it," 
says Kapil Narayan Tiwari, a former 
member of the state assembly. 

Government gazettes show that 
about 50 per cent of the land in west 
Orissa was irrigated through tradi- 


Churches slam main parties 


itics since Faith In The City a decade 
ago. The bulk of the analysis will be 
seen as an attack on 18 years of Con- 
servative rule, but the Churches 
also accuse Labour of failing to buikl 
a coalition of opinion willing to sup- 
port tax rises to create jobs. 

In the report, to be published on 
April 8, politicians are accused of 
largely offering only “cheap, or cost 
free, palliatives for the unemployed”, 
The Churches put forward {lieir own 
package of benefit reforms, training 
for the long-term unemployed and 
cuts in employer National Insurance 
to boost private-sector jobs. 

The report, the biggest joint en- 
terprise ever undertaken by British 
Christians, claims: “None of the po- 


tional methods at independence, but 
that proportion has slipped below 
7 per cent — the lowest in the couıı- 
try. Farmers in western Orissa use 
less fertiliser than their counter- 
parts elsewhere, making for some 
of the lowest crop yields in India. 

Mr Tiwari accuses the state gov- 
ernment of indifference fuelled by 
chauvinism against the tribals, or 
indigenous peoples, who are con- 
centrated In the region. "We have 
sufficient rains, but the authorities 
are not doing anything to conserve 
water, so it just drains away,” he 
says. “After independence, the gov- 
ernment took over all the tanks and 
ponds, but it did no renovations or 
repairs, so they all went dry.” 

Although work started this year 
on a huge irrigation project, ii may 
be too late, During the last bad dry 
spell a decade ago, when western 
Orissa became a byword for 
poverty, the country’s conscience 
was stung by a newspaper story 
about a woman so desperate for sur- 
vival that she sold her sister in mar 
riage to an old, sickly farmer. 

The current drought has at- 


Suzanne Goldenberg tracted scarcely any attenlion, in 
part because in the emerging new 
India the issue ol poverly has be- 
come deeply unfashionable, 

Aclivists and sone aeaclemics 
argue that Inclia's rural heartland — 
where three-quarters of its people still 
live — has been overlooked since 
the introduction of market reforms 
six years ago. The broad enthusiasm 
of the anglicised urban élite for liber 
alisation, critics say, has slıited pub- 
lle debate away from tle poor, 

But that does not mean poverly 
has vanished, Last week, India's 
economic planners retreated from a 
wildly optimistic Lwo-year-olcl esli- 
mate of the numbers of people liv- 
ing in absolute poverty. Instead, the 
planning commission says nearly 36 
per cent of Indians — 320 million 
people — live below the official 
poverty line, unable to afford two 


litical parties are putting forward a 
programme which offers much real 
hope of improvement to those in 


Patrlok Wintour 


RITAIN'S CHURCHES lave 
joined forces to launclı a bit- 
ter assault on.the main politi- 
cal parties, which they accuse of. 
turning their backs. on the dispok- 
sessed aııd unemployed in a frantic 
` seramble for middle-class votes, 
Using savage language to attack 
“ıe evil of complacency” about 
growing inequality, the Churches 
have produced an lıistoric, 220-page 
report. It reveals their determina- 
tion to put theınselves at the heart 
of a movement to combat the eımer- 
gence of a permanent underclass. 
The report is intended as their 
most hard-edged intervention in pol- 


HE villagers descend on tlıe 
meanest of the mud houses, 
pulling back the burlap cur- 
tain on the old woman cowering 
within: the next to die, [hey say. 

Nearly blind, halfdeaf, naked but 
for a tattered cloth that once was 
white, Hesh and muscle melted from 
her bones, she does not have the 
strength to protest at being turned 
into a living exhibit of the misery 
that is visiting thousands of villages. 

Surrounded by barren paddy 
flelds and water tanks where bony 
cattle graze, Themıra is at the centre 
of a region that is undergoing its 
driest season in 50 years. Last year's 
monsoon blew right past most of 
the coastal stnte of Orissa, but in the 
western hinterland, the failure of 
the rains has been especlally devas- 
tating. In some places, the failure 
rate in the rice paddy, the main 
crap, is as high as 95 per cent. 

The scale of the calamity was ap- 
parent by last September, when the 
state government appealed for 


“In the general election cam- 
paign, the political parties are com- 
peting for votes by promising lower 
taxation. When so many are living in 
poverly and unemployment, it is 
wrong to give priority to the claims 
of those who are already well off." 

Wages as low as £2 an hour are 
common in many areas, while the av- 
erage wages of people leaving unent- 
ployment to take a job are £4 an hour. 

The report follows an 18-month 
inquiry by the 12 maln Christian 
denominations, and its sponsors 
include the Archbishop of Canter- 


cenl of the people live below tle 


With drought becoming a cyclical 
occurrence, small farmers have no 
chance to recover from a meagre 
harvest, In Thenıra, as in most vil 
lages, several houses are padlocked 
as entire families have gone to other 
states in search of work. Those who 
stay remain at the mercy of local 
traders wlto drive down the prices 
they will pay for their harvest. 


Defiant Hogg hangs on 


Nowhere is the division between sacked for failing to uphold stan- 
the two Indias as stark as in Orissa, 
While the coastal area has become a 


prime destination for foreign in- 


Ewen MacAskill 


HE embattled Minister of Agri- 

. culture, Douglas Hogg, sur- 

vived calls for his resignation in the 

Commons last week, in spite of a 

fresh batch of leaked letters detail 
ing serious food safety offences. 

Mr Hogg, forced to the Com- 
mons to make his second statement 
inaweek because of growing public 
worry about the state of abattoirs 
flowing the BSE and E.coli out- 
breaks, announced a quickly cob- 
bied- together “action plaıı" to drive 


The Ministry of Agriculture re- 
vealed that the Meat Hygiene Ser- 
vice, the government agency set up 
two years ago to raise standards in 
abattoirs, had disciplined 45 of its 
1,00 meat hygiene employees in 
the past two years. Four had been 
sacked, though one was later rein- 
stated on appeal. Most of the com- 
plaints related to BSE, in particular 
not making sure that spinal material 
and other potential carriers were re- 


industry in the west, where 80 per 


Burma’s opium king is 
recast as businessman 


According to the Burmese gov- 


Robonurse 
helps aged 


Jonathan Watts In Tokyo 


ÛSHIBA, tlıe Japanese eleclron 
ics grup, has unvcileel a robot 
in Tokyo lat can recognise a fat, 
respond lo verbal inslruclious and 
shake your land. Toshiba says il 
Can also nurse lhe sick and elderly. 
Tie "“humaurfriendly” robot is 
perhaps lhe rmosl sophisticated 
exanıph’ of how Japan is using ne¥ 
leclnulagy to meet the challenge of 
caring lur a rapidly ageing popu 


Adrlan Levy and Cathy 
Scott-Clark In Rangoon 


Britain's biggest 
chain discoverecl chronic safely 
lapses at an abattoir wlıich had been 
approved by meat inspectors, write 
John Arlidge and Michael Durham. 

Meat Hygiene Servite officials 
missed a catalogue of serious prob- 
lens at Perth Fresh Meats in Scot 
land. Instead, tlıey were uncovered 

. by inspectors sent in by Tesco after 
a tip-off. The supermarket group im- 
mediately terminatecl its contract 
with the cunıpany, then one of its 
biggest suppliers. The abattoir has 
since gone out of business. 

A former eınployee told Tesco 
that aııimals arrived at the plant 
caked in faeces, slaughter halls were 
conlaminated, meat relurned by si 
permarkels was relabelled as fresh 
and sent back oul fur sale,. and that 
the plant was not cleaned properly. 

Inspectors found . mince meat 
, past itş,sellby.ılate was being mixed 

with [real meat.and sent lo shops, |. 
and. old cus. were being relabelled: 
. Meat processing machinery waş.not 
minister revealed thal, 45. meal in- |. being kept clenn, and some hygiene 
spectors were disciplined and three 


sources in Bangkok, Khun Sa will 
not be coming back. Though he las 
allegedly taken a financial stake in 
the Ho Mong theme park, the for- 
mer insurgent leader is too busy 
making money in Rangoon, wlıere 
he has changed lis name to U Htet 
Aung. He lives a comfortable life in 
a ministerial Jacha on Inya Lake. 

Khun Sa's new neighbours in- 
clude General Ne Win, the reclusive 
figurehead of the State Law and 
Order Restoration Council, Slore, 
From the veranda of his heavily 
guarded manslon, Khun Sa can look 
across to Aung San Suu Kyi, the 
democratic leader who is under vit- 
tuak house arrest in ler ho) 
the other sile of the lake; 

US intelligence sources in Rar 
goon say his rehabilitation is being 
modelled on that of Lolı Hsing-han, 
the former opium . warlord sen- 
tencedl {0 tleath İn 1976 but set free 
ln 1980. Lol is now one of the 
wealthiest men in southeast Aslan. 

Mucl has been rumourecl about 
ilıe deal that persuaded Khun Sa to 
surrender to the Slorc. The men 
wlıo mediated for him In the lead-up 
to his televised surrender, including 
his former accountant and two 
Mong Tai officers, say a $200 mil. 
Hon contract was drawn up. In te- 
turn for the payment, Khun Sa was 
given a written guarantee of immu 
nily’ from prosecution in Burma and 
from extradition to the United 
States, where he has been indicted 
on, narcotics charges. 

“Khur' Sa was given licénces to 
operate transport companies, trade 
in real estate and run a $24-înillion 
mineral concession under his new 
name,” said a former Mong Tai offi- 
cial, US drug enforcement officials 
believe he was permitte to main- 
tain links with the heroin network, 
which this year harvested a near- 
record opiıım yield of 2,560 tonnêës. 

Khun Sa's aides say he was re- 
quired to hand over the day-to-day 
running of his fiefdon to the Tat- 
niadlaw, Slorc's military wing. Now 
military commanders, control the 
taxation of heroin, production and | 


The letters, sent directly to Mr 
Hogg from Nortlumberlaud county 
council bul to which he had not 
replied, complained of a shortage of 
trading standards ufficers lo en- 
force BSE regulations, As a result, 
meal labelled as lamb ancl other 
BSE-free products in the norih of 
England had, in fact, contained beef. 

Amid opposition cries of “resign” 
and “burn the Hogg", he dismissed 
as misleading reports of declining 
standarls at Brilain's muclrcriti- 
cised abaltoirs. “Î do not pretend 
ihal there is nol scope for further 
improvement,” le said, adding that 
the Government “had been and re- 
ınain determined lo clrive up sta 
dards, ancl we are succeeding”. 

The Liberal Democral leader, 
Pally Ashdown, saicl: “Were it nol 
for the shadow of the general elec- 
tion, Mr Hogg would be on his way. 


O MONG was never on any 
map. The impenetrable moun- 
tain lair of Khun Sa andl his 20,000- 
strong Mong Tai 
more than hall the 
world’s opium trade, was not a place 
lhe Burmese or Thais wished to 


For 30 years it became an almost 
mythical kingdom in the clouds, 
which dirug enforcement agencies 
worldwide unsuccessfully tried to 
breach, Hundreds of intelligence 
officers were deployed to catch 
Khun Sa and put a grid reference on 
his Burmese base. Today they can 
simply buy a ticket, 

Since the “surrender” of tie 
oplum king m January 1996, things 
have begun to change in Ho Mong. 
‘The soldiers hnve left and the jungle 
hideout in Shıan state ia being con- 
verted Into a tourist theme parlk, 
Trucks lake visitorg [rom Chiang 


“Wilh fewer aul fewer young 
people antl more aut more elderly. 
the manpower situation is such that 
we have to utilise lıigh technology. 
nol only for sophisticaletl medical 
treamenl, bl for routine Care, 
sill a spokesperson for the gover 
5 ancl clevelopment 
programme for welfare and medical 


One of Ihe programme's projecis 
is a six-year plan fur a robot to carry 
nnd clear for {rays in hospitals and; 
oll yeople's hemes, Equil 
A navigation unil to (lirecl 
bed to bec. a nonitor to inform | 
patients of wlrat is on ile menu, and ` 
a mechanical arn to lft and remoYê 
trays, ihe (lesigners hope the robot 
will allow nurses to concentrate 


promised . to .publish ,a, .hygiené 
league table of slauglıterhouseg as ã 
Burma; 30km of rough nounlain 
track lead to Khun Sa's hidden val- 
ley. From a forest sparsely inhabitecl 
by poppy growers, it grew into a 
town of 20,000 people, witlı 4,000 
houses, a hospital and a school. 
Altraclions al “Khun Sa World" in- 
clude the Tiger Camp — a military 
training cenire for Mong Tai chil 
dren, orphans and soldiers -— and 
the parade ground where the chain- 
smoking guerrilla leader inspected 
his troops under a flag bearing the 
insignia of Free Ho Mong, an assault 
rifle and a fountain pen. For a few 
dollars more, tourists can buy a beer 
at the Khun Sa Karaoke Bar and take 
a trip around the “drug rehabilitation 
centre", a ömetre pit into which 
withdrawing addicts were thrown. 
Before leaving, the tour party is 
wliiskecl round the home Kun Sa 
nicknamed the White House, 

Back across the border in Ban Hin 
Taek or Broken Rock village, Khun 
Sa's first hideaway in Thailand, work 
has begun ta creale iı living nıuseum, 
inelucling photographs of “his play- 
boy years” in Mandalay and newspa- 
per clippings collected by the outlaw. 


log books had,been forged. .. ... - 


iu dye {ê dutliok gelling qy: 


: 2 ر‎ 1 1 
oward to,reform rape trials i 
: , i | when he raped Mra Mason. Inı a i 
low, flat yoice devoid of ernotloh,' 
, | he.asked, her to give a precise ac 
count of the sexual himiliation . 
„she had suffered at his hands, At 
one stageshe fled the courtroom. 
: | ...Mrs Mason, aged.34,,comr.. i ; 
' |..plained to the European: ' ! 
‘Comrntssioniof Human Rights ; 
about her treatment. “Jt was as if 
i |ı Ihad been raped once by ` - 
„Edwards, and.again by ther : 
British judicial pyatem.”, . 
der the proposed ch 1 
judges would, be givep discretion: 
. to,ştop, defendants who are repr 
-reşenting themselves in.court. : |. 
from personally,crosg-examining 
. people who bave accused them 
qf rape and other offences... , | 
croagrexamination’ !, . ' |. 
pnduoted only. bya 1i - |: 


th ke Hardl 2 Rloonuler, Woolwich Guernsey can hqlp: .. 
Meanwhile researchers at the ng : 

Prefecture Tec 1 
Centre have been working for Wo : 
years on a system for keeping track. 
of confused elderly people 
satellites. The syster 
same technology fou! 
gation devices — reducés 
qf. people 0 e 

etting lost by giving 

Sized transmitter ‘that allows carers ; 
to trace their whereabouts: [er 
centre will recommend 
be subsidised and sold'' 


"you qeale yûlır dwn personal aller ining, ٣ 


# 2 Il geni, 0 ۶ 
Ip calfed the Slerling, inıerqatlangl 


and former leader of the Mong Tai army 


1 Gross Atculılsl.- And; beciuise li's' ren 
especially Ker epal, e listep, pals: 
.| have also established opium faı 
manned by forcêd labour. Judge 
soomer Lallah, the UN's special rap- 
porteur on humaui ‘rights, rétently 
met refugees who told him they had 
been forced at gunpoiut to grow 


In Rangoon, Khun Sa has begun 
bırilding a hotel complex on top of a 
cemetery. According to Thai intelli 
gence, alter lis move to Rangoon, 
Khun Sa transferred massive funds 
from Thailand to state banks in 
Burma. He is not the on 
lionaire to Fave been persuaded by 
the Slorc. to move large amounts of 
black money into its ailing eçonomy. 


„ Four ethnic . drug trafficking <= < Ye hen. Toy usane yon want tonsls + 
lave recently openedl officës 
and .private banks, in Rangoon. 
‘Slore’s own econoiıie reports reveal 
that over the past two years the 
junta has borrowecl more than $500 
million from these institutions. A 
narcotics control report to be issued 
. this month by the US embassy in 
Rangoon says the Slore has createcl 
an ecoiomy ıinderpinned by the 
proceeds of drug trafficking, 

“Thére js reason to believe tlıal 
the laundering of drug profits is 
having a substantial impact on the 

. Burmese econom 


kily higlî mterésı ttc. Siwe make Sue , 
ا‎ E 


, Ike rale we. pay are cans: 


., , dl ub yuu dni 


‘for wlihdrawing your aw: 


of Julia Mason, who was ques- 

lioned çver' six days at the Old . ا‎ 
Bailey last aıımmer by the man : 
Fha.raped her twice, Her ordeal 
sparked apubljlc outery, .. : 
ton Edwarda, who was . ! 
Eulty.qnı two çounis of , : 
. | TPE, attended court in the same’ 

r anıd jeana he had worn. 


Japan's population is aged 
But with a fertility rate of 
1.5 children per couple (amant ie 
lowest in, ,the world). apd. He; 
“expectancy of alriost 80 
highest), Japanî - ls ,& 1 
: faster than any other count. . j 


jy," it conclucles, 
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Government puts its faith in charity 


top up what they were paid to run 
them, while 54 per cent said they 
were being expected to accept addi 
tional tasks, 

Stuart Etherington, NCVO chief 
executive, warned: “If the Govern- 
ment is proposing a major change in 
the way social services are deliv- 
ered, this should not be clone on the 
assumption that the voluntary sec- 
tor will subsidise such changes," 

The white paper represents the 
Ihird front of the Tories' welfare 
offensive, following last week's 
plans to replace the state pension 
and the bili to encourage people te 
buy insurance for long-term care, 

The clıarity Age Concern said it 
remained unconvinced that local atı- 
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sector providers offer better value 
for money, it claims. “The Govern- 
ment therefore wishes to entrench 
the trend towards more external 
supply of residential and home 


support to those who are meeting 
social care needs in these ways, and Î care. 
as a commissioner of care to SUP- It is proposed to qualify local au- 
port those for whom these networks | thorities' power to provide residen- 
fall." tial care for adults, stipulating they 
Spending on social services has Î may do so only if they can still prove 
risen four-fold in real terms since | a need after a rigorous and objective 
1971/72, totalling more than £8.4 bik | review of independentsector alter- 
lion in 1996/97. natives. The same arrangements 
Although the white paper ac- j would apply to care provided in el- 
knowledges that “muclı is done to | (erly and disabled people's own 
high standards" by social services | homes, ag well as to day cenires. 
departments, it says there is inade- | But the white paper accepts that the 
quate Lransparency about how such independent sector is “not yet so 
large sums of money are spent, well developed" as in residential 
It argues that departments are | care. 
"not well-suited" to be direct 
providers of services. There is clear 
eviclence that private and voluntary 


thority services were more expen- 
sive than the private sector — the 
ostensible reason for the privatisa- 
tion plan — and the Association for 
Residential Care said it feared some 
authorities would interpret value- 
for-money as “the cheapest service 
they can find”. 

The 3%page blueprint says the 
direction for the next 25 years of 
sacial services departments should 
be commissioning social care, not 
providing it or regulating it, 

The wiıite paper asserts that "the 
very large majority" of people 
rightly provide social care for them- 
selves, ûr lıave it provided by family, 
friends and neighbours, “The role of 
statutory social services is to act a§ 


David Brindle 


OST charities providing 

sacial care undler contracts 

with local authorities say 
they are having to subsidise (he ser- 
vices from fund-raising income, a 
survey last week showed. 

‘The findings came as the Goverti- 
ment published a white paper 
proposing that all services for el- 
derly and disabled people be priva- 
tised by handing them over tv lhe 
voluntary and private sectors. 

Tlie white paper, which would be 
legislated upon if the Conservatives 
were re-elected on May 1, also sets 
out plans to require social services 
departınents to share responsibility 
for clildren's services wilh other 
agencies; to irnprove the training of 
social workers involved in child 
care: and to introduce a new system 
for regulating social care. 

The Health Secretary, Stephen 
Dorrell, described the proposals as 
"he biggest changes in the siruc- 
lure and delivery of social services 
since social services cleparl1ments 
were created in 1971", 

However, the Nalional Council 
for Voluntary Organisaliunıs 
INCVO} has called for urgent lalks 
with ministers. {t sail a survey of 
charities, due out in May, suggested 
ihe voluntary sectur was unhappy. 
Of 115 charities providing care sel- 
vices, 69 per cent suid they were 
having to dip into their owuı funds lo 


Social Services — Achievement and 
Challenge; Statlonery Office; £6.65 


The flexible offshore HICA 


Rail firm may 
lose franchise 


Keith Harper 


OUTH West Trains faces a 

£1 million fiue and is lwo moves 
away from having its franchise 
removed unless it improves its 
serviceş, the rail industry regulator 
dunounced last week. 

John O'Brien, clirector uf the 
office of passenger rail franchising, 
Opraf, sail that unless SWT runs at 

98.5 per ceni of its services İn 
April an enforcement order will be 
issue, 

Mr O'Brien also ordered the 
company to spend £1 million on 
improvements, because it had failed 
io deliver on promises it made a 
Year ago when it became the first 
Private rall passenger operator, 

SWT has been unable to run a full 
Service of 1,500 trains a day since it 


Our new HICA pays 
standing orders, 
while other accounts 
are just standing still. 


Regular payments {be them monthly, annually 
or whenever) ate certainly not a problem with 
the new flexible HICA from Bristol & West 
Interriational in Guernsey. 


1/We would like to open e Hexdble High Lnterest Cheque Account 
forE (min £5000} Cheques should be made 
payable to Bristol & West International Ltd. Please wre your nane 
and address clearly on the reverse of tbe cheque. 


Û Please tick box ior detafls on Lhe range of savings accounts 


made 70 drivers redundant in Janu- EE anil services available from Bristol & Wert International. 
ary, in a move the Government We've combined excellent rates of interest ا‎ 
earribed se “inept with the ease and convenience of a Sterling 2 2 و‎ 

r Tien said: “Passengers soon 
have suffered an. unacceptable level cheque book, coupled with the'ability to make 0 
of cancellations in recent weeks. My ° both direct deblt and standing order payments. e 
Priority is to see services restored و‎ ER ERE ب‎ 
1 al : To find out more about the flexible approach ھک‎ e 

possibility of SWT losing its EES e oie کا‎ 

franchise ا‎ if the com- to offshoreısavings and payment management, : : 


simply complete the oupon and send it to: 7 
Donald Tew, Bristol & West International, PO Box 
611, High Street, St. Peter Port, Guerisey, Channel i 
Islands, GY1 4NY, or contact our Principal Office ' 


Pany was fined and yet gtill failed to 
Tun 97.5 per cent.of services. The 
Current transgression is the com- 
Pany’s third in less than a year. 
The Tranaport Secretary, Sir 


BRISTOL & WEST 


Young,. said the move € Guernsey (44) 01481 a 
showed the Governments determi- for more details, Rlephon: ¥ ل‎ 0 
natlon. to hold traln operators to INTERNATIONAL 


°" ° ° 320609 or fax (44) 01481 711658, 
Contracts, and take firm steps ا‎ 
when they failed to come up to . 
scratch, But Keith: Bill, national 
Secretary of Save Our Railways, said 
that: : ch, which owns SWT, 
had “dismally falled” to show what 1t 
could do and that the fine would 
same effect ,as “a 
Peashooter on an elephant’, 


Chief Rabbi no longer represents all 
aks anly for the Ortho 


„, e argument originated wi 
Chief Rabbi's decision nat a 


To defise 
Orthurl 


qblie interest", 

In the ller the Chief Rabbi 
tlescribed Rabhi Gryn as " 
those whe destroy the faith", He 
said his appearance al Ile secular 
vice woul ıffer 1 good opportu 
nîly te xay he dil not recognise (he 
conve of i1 Refurm rabbi and “4 
victory would be won" agains! the 
Reform movement. Uf he did not gn, 
he axlled, il coukl be used to shor 
that there was a neetl for a Reform 
chief rabbi. 

‘The Chief Rabbi described the 
leak ax a “scaıulalous betrayal". He 
lil nol reiravl his words but called 
far "an end la the publi bickering". 

He issuerl a seven-point lisl of 
Jırinciples for mulual respect be 
tween Jews, cillingg ou heim lo work 
lugelher on m:nlters affecling Hen 
all — such as fighting ante 
tis, remembering tle Holocaust i 
and impruvinyg relalions with olher ' 


faiths, 
Mathew Calnuan, lhe editor of 
laucdlun Jewish News, warned re 


hrmists that hey were in اا‎ 
filly ito a Lrayı. “We have lo ask 
whee leakesl this letter and why? 
Joaihan Sacks huts male enormous 
xIrides lowartls reconciliation ; 
anto ihe tliflvrenl movements iE 
Auglo-Jewry aver ile last five years | 
The people wha leaker this letter 

re his rightwing critics who 


PHOTSRAPH STEVE iF E 


The Chief Rabbi, who dict ul 
apalogise for the renıarks, facecl de- 
mands by the non-Orthodox lu ru- 
define his title so that il was clear he 
spoke only for a section of Anygfle- 
Jewry. Allhough officially lte repr 
sents only Orthodox Jewry, he is 
wiclely seen as a [igtrehead for al), 

Rabbi Jonatlan Romi, Ihe 
spokesman for the Reform Synit- 
Engues of Greal Britain, called un 
lhe Chief Rabbi lo renounce lis litle 
and adopt the more limited oi’ af 
leader of Orilotlox Jews. "Fhe 


Chief Rabbi Sacks: his letter was leaked 1 


Sacks reopens rift 


Alex Bellos 


RITAIN'S Jewish community 
was this week faving its tleep- 

esl split for more than 100 
years after a newspaper publishexl a 
leaked letler by the Chief Rabbi, 
Jonathan Sacks. 

Long-running tensions between 
the Ortlıoclox and Reform comımu- 
nities explocled into Lhe open with 
the letter, in whiclı the Chief Rabbi 
describes Reform as a “false grotıp- 
ing” of Jews “who destroy the fait". 


tlespise Reform." | 


legal fight 


Dorrell faces 


over paedophile ring 


“Ihe vicliıns feel the system has 
lel then down, aul {ihe syslem 
should say it is sorry by holding 4 
public Inquiry. Nu matier how man 
inquiries are lıekl, new lessons ca 
be learnt ancl a publle inquiry mY 
uncuver Jinks ea ا‎ n 
flifferenl parls of {hte country. 

He polnted ul at kel Laver 
ack, aged 52, a former C! 
home hendmasler and social by 
vices manager jailed for 18 ا‎ 
Chester crown court last week 
15 child sex offences, began his 
tivities in Warrington but ended 4P 
in Cambriclge. 

He agreed thal homes were morê 
strictly controlled now than os 
the abuse took place in the 1 
"70s and 80s, but said it e 
tant to study the methodology 4 
paedophile. “He is not a man ا‎ 
dirty mac who looks lke a çi 
abuser. He looks like you and ا‎ 

He claimed that children's 0 2 
sations such as the NsPCC 1 
Children's Society weré 
about the question of ã 
network at work in Britaln. ی‎ 

“They believe it is as wel er 
ised as the Mafia." He said 
knew how much pressure ther 
within members 0 the paedop! 1 nile 
fraternily riot : 
against one other. “MY belief le 
it won't be long before somo 
prisun talks, Their cof 0 
get the better of them.” ~~ 


AWYERS demanding a public 

inquiry Ino abuse by staff iat 
children's homes in northwest - 
lanl claimerl lat a pnedlophil 
work ak well organised as lhe 
coukl be al work ln Ihe UK. 

Sulicilors representing about 150 
child abuse victims urge (he 
Health Secretary, Slephen Dorrell, 
to announce a public inquiry within 
14 clays or face a legal clıallenge. 

The lawyers have already issuerl 
writs against the organisatlous that 
ran the flve main children's homes 
at the heart of a luge three-year po- 
lice and social services investigntion 
in Merseyside and Cheshire as they 
seek compensation fur the viclims. 

They are planning to mount a ju- 
dicial review in the High Court to 
force the Government to set up an 
inquiry into the child abuse scandal, 
which has seen 11 paedophiles who 
had senior jobs at the homes given 
long prison sentences, 

Peter Garsden, the solicitor lead- 
ing the group, said: “If they con- 
tinue to prevaricate we have to 
consider taking proceedings against 
the Government in a judicial review. 
It is over to the Government to take 
actlon. It is the most serious child 
abuse inquiry yet." 

He said all the clients repre- 
sented by the lawyers backed the 
call for a public inquiry, and many of 
their MPs had written to the Gov- 
ernment supporting the demand. 


Orangemen 
agree deal 


David Sharrock 


ی ی ی 
AE leading Northern Ireland‏ 
away from last surnmer’s tnrest‏ 
over loyalist parades was estab-‏ 
lished this week when it was coıı-‏ 
firmecl that Orangemen and Sinn‏ 
Fein members have reached local‏ 
agreement to allow a traditional July‏ 
march in the Co. Tyrone village‏ 12 
of Dromore.‏ 

BBC Radio Northern Ireland re- 
vealed that agreement has been 
reached between clergy, the 
Orange Order and local councillors 
including Sinn Fein members, 

Jt centres on the main Co. Tyrone 
demonstration. The agreement was 
reached on routes, times and the 
number of lodges and bands attend- 
ing, the programme said. 

An SDLP councillor, Liam Mc- 
Quald, said local people were happy 
with the outcome. “Last year on the 
morning of the 12th there was a 
mint-riot with regard to Orangemen 
parading ir Church Street, which is 
a highly nationalist area, 

We didn't want to see that hap- 
pen again. As far as the people of 
Church Street are concerned and 
particularly older people, they just 
don’t want any lıassle. Their attitude 
would be ‘the parade only lasts 20 
minutes, let them have it." 

The agreement augurs well for 
the rest of the marching season, 
wlıich kicks off next month, 
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Minister’s ‘evil IRA scum’ 
tirade provokes protests 


LTHOUGH she is seven 

months pregnant and has a suıs- 
pected deep vein throntbosis, Roisin 
McAliskey was last week refused 
bail by a High Court judge who up- 
held claims by Crown lawyers that 
she might abscond. The Prison Ser- 
vice ruled, however, tlıat she woul 
be allowed to keep her baby in Hol- 
loway prison, where she las been 
on remantl since November. And 
she would not be chainecl while giv- 
ing birth in an outside hospilal. 

Mis MecAliskey is facing extradi- 
tion to Germany, wlıere she is 
wantel for questioning over the 
bombing of Osnabrilck army bar- 
racks. Although not convicted of any 
offence, she seems to suffer guilt by 
association because her mother, 
Bernadette (née Devlin), a former 
nalionalist MP, was a firebrand 
republican activist in the early days 
of the Northern Ireland troubles. 

David Maclean, the loose-lipped 
junior Honıe Office minister in 
charge of criminal policy, seemed to 
have made up his mind about her 
guilt. In replying to a constiluent, 
who had complained to himı about 
Ms McAliskey's prison treatment, 
Mr Maclean loosed off a tirade 
about “IRA scum” and said he lıad 
as much sympathy [or her as he 
woul have for the Moors mur- 

dlerer, Myra Hindley. 

There were prolests — in Lortlon, 
Irekuncl ancl Lhe United Stales — thal 
this could be highly prejudicial lo 
any (uture (rial of a worman who has 
never been convicted of IRA men 
berslıip, let alone anything else. But 
Mr Maclean, who recently said most 
of London's beggars were “aggres- 
sive Scots”, refused to apologise. 

Moreover he was backed by the 
Home Secretary, Michael Howard, 
who sail Mr Maclean "has ıny sup- 
port ard, 1 have ıo doubt, the suıp- 
port of {he vast majorily of tlie 
public”, 


wns unrepentant and accused {he 
Clıurclı leadership of being “intel- 
lectually comatose and spiritually 
moribund”, 

He has not always lacked the 
courage of lis convictions. He was 
jailed in the 1950s with Bertrand Rıs- 
sell for his part in the Committee of 
100 anti-nuclear marches, ancl again 
in the United States after taking parl 
in a march for black rights. And he 
has admilted sheltering the rotori- 
ous double agenl, George Blake, 
after his escnpe Irom prison in 1966, 


A HISTORIC chapter in book 
publishing was finally closed 
when tlıe Restrictive Practices Court 
ordered the scrapping of the Net 
Book Agreemenl on the grounds 
thatit was against the public interest. 

The agreeneııl, allowing publish- 
ers lo fix lhe retail prices ùf books, 
hadl been operated for 96 years, It 
was suslainecl in lhe belief Lhat it en- 
abled publishers lo use (he profils 
of bestsellers to subsiclise the pr'o- 
cluction of “serious" work at little or 
no profit. 

It had been ignored since Sep- 
tember 1985, when large publishers 
withdrew their support and book- 
store chains and supermarkets 
startecl to discount titles. But sup 
porters, such as tle playwrigtıl Tun 
Stoppard, claim that since the sus- 
pension of the agreement the 
nation's literacy has been Ibreal- 
rnecl by a "bestseller culture”, 


THE Speaker of the Commons, 
Betty Boothroyd, ruled that it 
was “unacceptable” for MPs to be 
prompted by people outside the 
chamber who might be watching 
the proceeciings of the House on 
television. 

Last week she spotted a Labour 
MP, Brian Wilson, reading a mes 
sage on his electronic pager as he 
challenged a Tory MP about his 
outside interests, He was obviously 
belng fed with factual ammunition, 
possibly by researchers back in 
party headquarters. 

Miss Boothroyd said she could 
have no objeclion 1o “instruments 
whlch ıuerely vibrate to allracl the 
attenlion of the bearer, provided 
they are silent". Her objection was 
to their use an arı alde-meınoire. Mr 
Wilson interpreted this to mean that 
MPs could receive information, but 
not use it. “I'm not sure how en- 
forceable that is," 


THE FIRST anniversary of the 
Dunblane massacre, in which 
16 children and their teacher were 
killed by a deranged gunman, was 
marked quiefly and with dignity In 
lhe small Scottish cathedral town. 

Tlıe bereavecl parents had asked 
ta be lefl in peace and requested 
that there shoull he no special 
church ar memorial service be- 
cause, according to the children's 
hearlmaster Ron Taylor, “we re. 
member them every day”. But peo- 
ple were invited to place lighted 
candles in their windows, in Dun- 
blane and throughout Britain, 


Te GOODS from super 

stores without paying for then 
is not stealing, according to the Rev 
Jolın Papworth, a retired 75-year-old 
Anglican priest, “It is a reallocation 
of resources, which is badly 
needed,” he said. 

Mr Papworth was complaining, 
not unreasonably, about the way 
superstores — "places of evil and 
temptation” — destroy communities 
and force sınall businesses into 
bankruptcy. Brought up in an or- 
pharage, he confessed to having 
shoplifted when young and said he 
woull do so now “but, like ımnost 
clergymen, I clon’l have the couırage 
of my convictions", 

Tald that he would be reported to 
the Bishop of Lonclon, Mr Papworth 
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`1 Midland Offshore, PO Box 615, St Helier E 
[ Jersey JE4 5YD, Channel Islands #ew2397. | : 


In fact all you need to open an offshore bank account is £1. For this small sum you can take 
advantage of the many benefits offshore banking provides. For example, by simply moving your 
UK savings and investments 'to an offshore bank while you are living overseas, you can 


minimise your UK tax bill. 


To help you see if you could benefit from this, try answering the following questions: 


NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 


UO OU ÛU 


1. Will you be overseas for a full UK tax year? YES Û 
2. Do you have savings in the UK? YES Û 
3. Do you have property in the UK? YES Û 
4. Do you have any investments in the UK? YES Û 


If you ticked 'yes' to the first question and one other, there's a good chance you may 
have a tax liability you could legally reduce by banking offshore. This is just one of the 
benefits. You will also receive income from your savings and investments without the 
deduction of tax and you will not normally have to pay capital gains tax on investments 
held offshore. Midland Offshore can advise you on your finances to ensure yoy are getting 


ihe most from these and the. other benefits available. 


1 legally avoi idlar hore now, for a 
To find out how you can legally avoid UK taxes, contact Midland Offs , f 
ree copy of our brochure ‘How to minimise. your UK tax bill’ and details of the many , 


benefits Midland Offshûre can provide. 


` call 44 1534 61611 or fax 44 1534 616222 24 hours a day 


. Please quote ref no: GW2397 2 
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Sellafield 
waste dump 
refused 


— 
Paul Brown 


ن 
HIE £2 billion plan to dispose of‏ 
nuclear waste in an under.‏ 
ground thump at Sellafield in Cume‏ 
brit was refused planning permission‏ 
this week by tlhe Environment Sec.‏ 
retary, John Gummer, throwing the‏ 
lustry into turmall.‏ 1 
jssecl on scientific and‏ 
technical grounds as well ag being‏ 
regarded an unacceplable for the‏ 
Lake District national park.‏ 
Environmental groups, which had‏ 
ubjected to the plan, were cocks‏ 
luop at what lhey regarded as a‏ 
great victory for them and a disaster‏ 
for the nuclear industry because it‏ 
will force the building of massive sur.‏ 
fate concrete stores for the material,‏ 
The setback means that it will be im‏ 
possible to find anywhere to dispose‏ 
of nuclear waste for at least 30 years.‏ 
Stunned officials at Nirex, the nu-‏ 
clear company whiclı has spent £200‏ 
million developing the deep disposal‏ 
stheme uver 10 years, said there‏ 
were no plans abotıl what to do next‏ 
Mr Gummer's (lecision ended‏ 
weeks of speculation following‏ 
leakecl memo from Nirex's director‏ 
uf science, Dr John Holmes, in‏ 
tt‏ 


rth, 
¢ funcls anltacking 
planning inquiry n 
t was lhe firsl time in 


local council published a report 
eriticlning lhe Govornment’s 
decislon to nite the ship in 1 
Portland harbour, already 
acarred by disuséd naval India 
latlons and a rusting oll rig - 
Some locals adnıitted that the 
ship might bring employment to 
the area, which was hit by alo 
slıre of the naval base in e 
But most belleved the impact 


the prison ship would be nega’ '” 


tive. “It won’t bring any new jobs 
fûr local people,” sald Robin 
Pearson, owner of the Tea ( 
cafe in the villagé of' 


Fortuneswell. “We already have ' 


far too many prison officers ' 
working on dhe island, and most 
of them come ftom miles'aw 

, Portland employs numero 
prison officers, ho gole, 
500 inmates rne prisoiî ê 

: 0 of the Portland 
young offendtta institution; 
Jargest in Europe. ' 

:*We want Pottiand 
thought of as a holiday reêorê 
sald BrianıEllis, therthayor. 
tlon’t want tè be knownas 
pfison capital of the wotld:” 


Locals take fright at berth of 
monster in Portland harbour 


UnteRhoşEnDûramg 


ne UE TWILIGHT OF THE UNDERPANTS ~e 


Six weeks of trainspotting heaven 


Mr Blair. “He woni let Britain 
down,” she told the Times. 

She was late. Was she tossing a 
coin to decide whom she would en- 
dorse? Finally the Greal Architect uf 
Thatcherology appeared. Would Mr 
Blair let Britain down, some trouble 
maker shouted. 

“I hope we don't get Prime Minis- 
ter Blair. Tn hoping we will gel lo 
keep Prime Minister Major. Mr 
Blair is different [rom Prime Minis- 
ter Blair." 

This bordered on the runic. In 
whial sense? Jekyll antl Hyde? Or 
W8 Î û curled reference to Prin 
Minister Major who hil been sul 
at eruel leta’ 

ad 


«lit rT back. 
hope you think Thatcher's it Hoel 
wman, ulhe'rwis’ yuu wuuldn'l 
have cone in such large number's,” 
she threw over ler shoukler, 

And so the Eric Canlona of 
British polities relrenletl into her 
temple. 


Kamal Ahmed 


[ TCAME, it atoppcd. It went 
ıÎforwards, it went bhackwarda. I 
turned around. lt went forwards 
1. 

In alaborious and sometimes 
farcical operation, Britain's firat 
prison ship since the reign of 
Queen Victoria arrived at its new 
home ini Portland, Dorset, last 
week to resignation and anger 


` “It's monstrous,” sald Pam 


Portlanders who came to see 
‘just how ugly the 130-metre 
vessel is., 

„ They were not disappointed, 
Five flöors'‘of grey steel, the 
prison block ttself, are topped by 
a quadrant yith four-metre-high 


exercise yard. 
The only splash of colour was 
pushed and pulled the ship in a 


But there were fresh question 
marks over the project after the 


` from thè local population. 
„Warley, one of a amall knot of 


‘fenced crowned by wite — the 


. |. ã hAai.in orange overalls gesticu- 
„ But Paul Cavadirto, ‘chairman’ of Î. lating to the tug captains as they 
the.. Penal Affairs - Consortium, 


»poideroya sea-going ballet, 


motest chance she would have told 
him to get lost. 

Then, breathtakingly: “Like some 
of you [ have waited a long time for 
this general election — and I am de- 
lighted that we have now got it," he 
said with a straight face, as if it was 
like the coming of spring or anı Eng- 
land cricket victory. 

The Prime Minister's strategy 
seems to be to caslı in on (he na- 
tion's gratitude at the longest elec- 
tion campaign for #0 years. We'll be 
having so muelı fun, we just won't 
want il to eucl! 

“Lady Thatcher Doorstep" snicl 
the announcement. It was to be one 
of lose spontaneous doorstep chalsa 
which she made ber own: reınember 
“Rejolce!"; "We are a grandmother"; 
“1 fight on, I fight lo win." . 

‘Ihe press cluslerecl in Belgravia 
at Global HQ of Ihe World Insitute 
of Thalcheroluogy. We were pilgrims 
al her shrine. The manifestation lıacl 
A particular piquancy, since she has 
bcen qunted lately as approving of 


SKETCH 
Simon Hoggart 


T LEAST someone is looking 
forward to the next six weeks. 

"Elections, some people say, 
are tough and gruelling businesses, 
Well, up to a point that's true,” atlmit- 
ted Jolın Major: “But I think they're 
also a lot of fun!" 

Il was like those teachers who 
triecl lo tel yuu that learning Greek 
was jolly exciting. Vicious, dreary, 
repelitive, merlaclous, interminable 
— all those words spring to mind, 
But fun? John Major is not like the 
rest of us. He is a trainspolter wilh û 
six-week platform pass al Crewe, 

AL the end of Downing Sirecl 
lourisls pushed against tlie gates, 
They were like the ghouls who stare 
at car crashes, But they could enjoy 
a few final Majorisıns. Fle ul asked 
the Qucen for a clissolulion, "and 
Fm dlelightecl to say she has con- 
sented” —~ as |f there was the re 


Rise in violent crime 
thwarts Howard’s boast 


judged against “lie mountainous 
doubling of crime aud disorder 
since the Conservatives came to 
office in 1979”, 

The Home Office said the rise İn 


violent crime and fall in property |, agaiı 


offences confirmed 1990 research 
which showed that acquisitive 
crime tended to fall and. personal 
crime was likely to rise during an 
economic recovery, '' ° 

The figures show that the overall 
1.3 për cènt fall was fuellecl by a 
75,000.or 6 per cent drop in burglar- 
les and a 28,800 or 2 per cent fall in 


car crime. Overall property offences’ 


fell fron 4.7 million in-1995 to 4.6 
mijlion in 1996. The 10-year bur- 
glary trend, however, shows an 


average rise of 2 per cenit a year. ' ` 


The 11 per cent or. 33,400 rise in. 


violent crime includes a 17 per cent 
increase in “lifethteatening ' ûf 
fences” Including wounding and 
conspiracy to murder, although the 
muurqler.total fell from 745 to 683, 


„ Watned that part of the fall in erime 


was illusory because fewer victims 
were reporting crimes. 


Alan Travis . 


س 
Aiur. rise in ‘violent crime‏ 
marred Michael Howard's at-‏ 
tempts last week to burnish his law‏ 
and order credentials despite a‏ 
slight fall in the annual recorded‏ 
crime figures for the fourth year‏ 
ruuning.‏ 

The 1996 figures showed a 1.3 
per cent fall in recorded crime in 
England and Wales, or a reduction 
of 67,000 to 5,033,000 reporter 
offences over the previous year, 

Violent crime rose by 11 per cent 
to 344,300 offences, which was the 
largest increase recorded since 
1889. It includes a 14 per cent rise in 
rapes and a 17 per cent increase in 
more serlous violent offences. 

„Mr Howard, the Home Secretary, 
said the 10 per cent fallin the official 
crinıe rate since 1992 showed the 
Government had “overcome the de- 
featist attitude that nothing can be 
done about rising crime”, There were 


now half a million fewer’ offenceg | : 


than reportedl to the police in 1992. . 

The shadow home secretary, 
‘Jack Straw, said the "modest redue- 
tion” in the past few years had to be 


12 UK NEWS 


In Brlef 
A HIGH Court judge agreed to 
send a test case to the Euro- 
pean Court of Justice for a ruling 
on whether Britain ls brenching 
European equality lawa by 
banning gays from the servicea. 
Labour haa slgnalled its inten 
tlon to lift the ban, subject to 
consultation with service chiefs 
on how beat to achieve that goal. 


TION JENKINS, the foster 

father of 13-year-old Billie. 
Jo Jenkins, has been charged 
with her murder. 


LAN HOWARTH, the for- 

mer Thatcherité miniater 
who defected to Labour, has 
delighted Tony Blair by landing 
the safe seat of Newport East. 


OCTORS should be sub- 

jected to HIV tests whenever 
they move hospital, a charity 
urgedl after anı obstetrician, 
Patrick Ngosa, was struck off 
the medical register for lying 
about hia HIV status, 


A COMPIAINT against lead- 
ing shadow cabinet figures 
for using a blind truat funded by 
anonymous millionaires to raise 
cash to run their offices was dis- 
missed by Sir Gordon Downey, 
the Parliamentary Commis- 
sioner for Standards. 

Comment, page 14 


HREE members of the neo- 

Nazi group Combat 18 haye 
been jallecl for passesaing 
"threatening, abusive or 
insulting" material which was 
intended to stir up racial hatred. 


PER SUTCLIFIHE, the 
Yorkshire Ripper, has per- 
manently lost lıla sight in one 
eye after heing attacked by a 
fellow patient at Broadmoor. 


T HE Plicnaso paindıg stolen 
from a central London 
gallery has been recovered, 


HIE SCOTTISH National 

Liberation Army’s foutder 
and leader, Adam Bushy, was 
jailed for iwo yeara in Dublin's 
Special Criminal Court, 


A ROME magistrate gave tlhe 
footballer Paul Gascoigne a 
three-month suspended prison 
sentence for assaulting an Italan 
photographer in 1994, 


OHN KINSELLA, convicted‏ ل 
in 1994 of the IRA bombing‏ 
af the Warrington gasworks, has‏ 
had hia case referred to the‏ 
Court of Appeal.‏ 


A FEMAEE drefighter routinely 
branded a tart and sub- 
jected to relentless sexual dia- 
crimination by colleagues was 
awarded £220,000 damages, 


CTOR Ronald Fraser has 

dlecl aged 66. His credits 
included Pennies Froın Heaven 
and Brideshend Revialted, 


ı of quotas. or -paflty :would turn Û 


' admit that fhe present situation 1 


The fight for equality’ is -alao |: 
something’ that .can' make great Î 


1 
Even. if it is .necessary-.:to. |: 
gê thé: constitidon in. order |i 
. to achieve it,. all political parties د‎ 
; should’ be forced: to respect a 


: thelr selection. of election çandi- |; 


OMEN have always been 
kept on the sidelines of 
French public life, France, the 
birthplace of human rights, likes 
to prench to other countries and 
remind them of the universal 
principles that underpin İta own 
republic, 

Yet it is the peculiarly “maclıo” 
characteristics of French politi- 
cal life that now set it apart from 
other European democracies. 
France, along with Greecc, 
brings up the rear when İt comes 
to women’s representation in 
parliament: only 6.6 per cent of 
deputies are women, slightly 
fewer than in 1946 {5.7 per 
cent), just two years after they 
were given the vote and the same 
political rights as men. 

The preamble to the 1946 
constdtution, which was retained 
in the 1958 conatitugion, stated 
that “the law guarantees women, 
in every domain, equal rights to 
those of men”. Half a century 
later, the most blatant form of 
inequality is still the rule in 
French politica, 

This is an indefensible and 
inadmissible atate of affairs that 
needs to be brought to an end. 
One of the most elementary 
requirements of democracy is at 
stake. 

It is not enough to urge 
women to fight for the place that 
constitutional principles grant 
them under law but which are in 
fact denied them. That simply 
perpetuates the oppressive 
weight of tradition. The time has 
come to impose on male politi- 
cians what they have been 
neither able nor prepared to 
bring about through the ordi- 
naty mechanisms of democracy. 

Two objections are tradition- 
ally raised against inatltuting 
either a quota :aystem or parity. 
| One contenda that a precedent 

might be set that would desta- 
hilise the republican conception 


. of citizenship and result in a f 


compartmentalisation . of’ com- 
munitles, Women, the argument 


The second objectlon 1a more 


i befieve that the implementation 


` them into second-class ımmembera 
of ' parliammerit.'But: even those 
: who’ püt forward this argument 


' cannot go on ag Jt is. ` 


! stfldes with the help of the law, 
, The ‘Socialist Party. haa set a 


good csample-“by-introdtcing’4 7 
` 30 per cent quota of womêen can- |' 
: |j didates for next year's ‘general | 


' efectlon. ': o 


, mînimtım .‘qiüota . of women in 


- (Marek 8)i 


. know wherê they are going. 1 


:" |i difficult to counter. Many women’ 


1 e four months”... + . : .“.< :-Î far the most’: powerful. "women's! 
ِ ج‎ ‘| their campaign. 2 e 1 E aer hh Hi 
ERIAN society curren! 1 which Î The feminist associations that. |, organîeation 
2 soci dide E e la وا ا‎ O ı launched the debate at tne end af | _ On top of tat, It has fluendlel 
racha Oval Telal Religions Olen; ` largely based on Koranic sharia law. |; February, a few weeks before the | allies and Intends to. use them: 


` weelc announce that it intended to |; thet futiirei—wif Last week MRLEnnahda (Move | biggest'women's dérıonstration-¥et: 
colect 3 milion eigmatures “io pro. | tutor’, who la ‘eilher her fae Or |, _ as eek û vill | organisedin Algeria! i i 
he DOO ptends to | Aricis 39 stipulates that "te wife, | 1slamiat party close to 'the regime, || , The E 
counter a move made a iw days || is houmd:to obey her uaband and Î oppoerdlhe fenine amendmehts | “mogreatire women» who lare cut | 
. ago by 13 non-religious feminist as- | grant bim respect 1n his capacity as. i on the grounds Hat hey’ ! a »glim chance’ of ` managing . to 


5 ı datea: 
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Arms ean in many the towns that have fallen, army officers have emerged to take over rebel operations 


Albanian army falls apart before rebels 


tion to turn to experienced men to 
organise their defence. 

"The Albanian army no longer ex- 
ists,” claims one Western diplomat, 
*It is refusing 1o0 obey. lt has no mili- 
tary motivation and no political 
clout. What is more, its men are not 
properly trained, and their equip- 
ment is non-existent or obsolete.” 

The Albanian army's death wat- 
rant was effectively signed by 
Berisha when he handed over the 
command of the security forces — 
the army, police and secret services 
— to General Bashkinı Gazidede, 
head of the Shik. 

The time when Enver Hoxha 
built 730,000 bunkers in the mad 
hope of creating an impregnable 
communist bastion now seems very 
distant. After joining Nato's partner- 
sahip for peace, Albania was, until re- 
cently, making considerable efforts 
to renew itselt. 

' The regime's hopes of turning 
the Albanian army into a more soph- 
isticated fighting force that would 
be acceptable to its allies have been 
shattered:.by the popular ‘uprising. 
Many Albanian soldiers are now to 


Rebels in the south have seized 
the Pasha Liman submarine base, 
the naval base at Sarande, wlıich 
has missileequipped patrol boats, 
and large arms depots in Vlore, 
Tepelena and Gjirokastër, 

The tank unit at Bajkaji, near 
Sarande, needed no prompting from 
the people to join the rebel camp. 
The insurgents’ latest major trophy 
has beer the air force base at 
Kucova, where tlıey seized 19 
fighter aircraft. This means they 
have taken control of one-fifth of Al- 
bania’s fighter contingent of MIGs. 

.Air force pilots have gone before 
television cameras to express their 
anger with the government, They 
claim they disobeyed orders to re- 
sist the advancing rebels. One sol 
dier said: “I only fight .against 
Albania's enemies, and certainly not 
against my people.” Two . pilots 
deserted to Italy last week. 

‘The rebels have taken immediate 
advantage of thelr . military suc- 
cesses. In Vlore, they have dis¬ 


used in battle. And army deserters 
who have gone over to the rebel 
cause are fully prepared to employ 
them. 

Serving and former officers have 
gradually imposed their authority 
on the insurrectlonary people's 
committees. Xhevat Koçiu, the mili 
tary leader of the iusurgents in 
Sarande, has become a symbolic 
figure in the ınovement. 

Koçiu, a retired colonel, used to 
be a fervent supporter of Berisha. 
He now strides up the steps of the 
town hall every morning and ha- 
rangues the crowd, He wants to 
forbid. the carrying of weapons by 
children and would prefer military 
bases to be guarded by army de- 
serters rather than by overexcited 
young civilians. 

He has done his best to prevent 
atrocities being committed. His po- 
litical message is a moderate one, 
and he İs concerned about the state 
of andrchy within his own ranks. 
Koçiu remains, however, a military 
commander and .is organising the 
defence of his region. 

In eath of the towns that have 


Rémy Ourdan In Tirana 


S ALBANIA sinks deeper 
A and deeper into anarchy, an 

increasing nurnber of offi 
cers and soldiers in the army are de- 
serting or resigning. Some have 
even joined the ranks of the rebels, 
who have taken over many strategic 
military bases, arms depots and 
barracks, 

The current chaos, while an ex- 
pression of rebellion against Prest- 
dent Sali Berisha, his party and his 
secret police, also marks a major 
failure on the part of an army des- 
perately seeking its own identity. 

The Albanian army has been de- 
feated and humiliated: it has been 
orderecl to put dowu a popular upris- 
ing, forced to look on helplessly as 
its ranks are depleted, and placed 
under the control of the secret 
services, ٤ : 

The military defeat has been spec- 
tacular.— without a single shot e 
fired. . Insurgents have altacl ye di 
members of e secret police, Shik, | persed. artillery and. explosives in 
and sometimes even uniformed po | lıills around the town. In Tepeleha, 
lice whenever they have stood in the | guns are pointing at the central 


٠ army be seen straggling along the coun- 

: square, through which any: attack- | fallen, an officer has emerged 
emre green haso ret. | O ieee lle Oriel e | ml len e jel eiete | Ye a I PE 
i ت‎ DS دبي اب‎ a e I an ail iek know each other well and have tried Kalashınikovs, ` have occupied 
ea ge nd henever | from the sea could be foiled. to co-ordinate thelr actions. But he | Hoxha's bunkers — incongruous 
E e 2 e 6 open | Everywhere along the roads and Î denies any idea of a military prise | shelters for rebels who do not quite 


in southern Albania, insisting that if . 


fire, they have had-no hesitation in | in the mountains.of southern Alba- is only logical for.ãn ‘arted popul- 


disobeying their senlor officers, . | nia heavy weapons are ready to he 


i i (March L4) 


; cant. An offshoot of . Hamaş ı~. 
. whose candidate inthe ‘1995 presi- 
` dential eléction got: a quarter of the 
. vote — the association‘controls by. 


arriage.splits Algerians: ... 
: 1 'nillion ‘algnatûres in support of , fuses ta share his. wife's bed’ for 


Debate over m 


Jean-Plèerre Tuquol  ' ' ^: 
ا لیما ا‎ 


collect its 3 million sigiatures, it has! 
` said it will call on’ the help ofthe’ 
: Islamist .associatione ! ` whieh,’ on 
Dezember” 217-1989,: ‘staged: 


opening : of the general. election 
Cak: have called-for the abolk 
tion of some artitles and changes: 


: It allows a man to marry more than 
: one - wife . (though: 2 oe ا‎ 
: fou; role.on 1 ّ 
: fou; and it confers a key r 0 او ر اا‎ 


tation. and Reform), an association. 
. close .to “moderate”. Islamist ele- 
` ments in the Hamas movement, last 


0 ictit 'the precepts of re-. 

; bead ithe al E ا د او ا ا‎ Î muster I million’ algnatures, while 

. ak lvoe a ®. THe welle. | nation's civillsation and culture”. ; ... || their “moderate”: Islamist «counter 

nly if her husband |: That the:El [Irscha Oual lelah as-. | parts lok increasingly .likely; to‏ 11 وا 
can request Û onl et J | gociaion should: Have got iivolved: |l‘reach their target of 3 million.‏ 
ete ethou a valid excuse" or re- Î’ in the debate ie particularly signif} +: : .* (March?) .:-‏ : 


: sociations which, In’ a campaign to 

improve married women's rights, 
: took .sevèral ` fullpage'ads in the 
| press calling for the abolition of “the 
: most discriminatory: articles of the 
. marriage .law”, They hope 'to get 


ی 


In Brlef 
وک ت ا ي‎ 


N ATWEST Markets, which is 
alten pting to live down the 
ravages of a $ 140 million op- 
tions scandal, was dealt another 
blow when four senior managers 
parted company fron the bank, 
Three of the execulives are un. 
derstood to have lost their Jobs 
as part of NWM’s shake-up of ts 
debt markets busineas, 


T HE most bitterly contested 
disciplinary case arising out 
of the collapse of Barings bank 
ended with former (treasury and 
risk chief lan Hopkins struck off 
the Citys reglater of directors 
and banned from any financial 
management role until 2000, 


HE future of the Kvaerner 

Govan ahipyard on the 
Clyde, and its workforce of 
1,300, was plunged into doubt 
with confirmatlon that a $320 
million Ministry of Defence 
order for two Royal Navy oil 
tankers was to be placed with a 
rival yard at Barrow-in-Furnes. 


E LIZABETH Forsyth, the 60- 
year-old former business alde 
to Asil Nadir, has been cleared 
by the appeal court of handling 
$630,000 of stulen money. She 
is fHikely to seek compensation 
from the Serious Fraud Office, 


The second scenario is thal Germany cannot 
quite make it but slill takes its place at the cenlre 
of a hard cure. In that case, lhere woulcl be less 
“Lhree means three” (front Mr Waigel and insteacl 
reassurance from Mr Tietmeyer iboul how the 
important thing is the “sustiinability"” of public 
finances, H should nol be forgotien (hal Messrs 
Tietmeyer and Kolıl are very clase. 

Of courşe, the Italians woulkl ıhen bellyache, 
with good reason. The Proli governmenl his 
been helpecl in its attempts lo ıueet the budge! 
deficit criteria by the fall in Halian longzlernı 
interest rates, wliich bas dramatically reduced 
the cost of servicing Ilaly’s lebt burden. 

But would the Italiaits, in a [il of picçgue, (hen Iry 
to block lhe selling up of anı inner core at the Eu- 
ropean Council meellng to be held ln spring 
1998? Unlikely, because thal woukl be the quick 
route to the scenario Rome mosl clrencls: a mar- 
ket bloodbath in which Hallan bond ylelcls go 
tlırough tlıe roof and the budget cleficil explodles, 

Ofcourse, lhe possibillly of lelay 1s no1 TCCOH- 


THE Personal investment 

Authority came uncler fire 
from MPPs for its harnclling of the 
UK pensions mix-selling scandal 
as il emergecl thai the watchdog 
has spenl $20 miflion lo resolve 
a ınere 1 per ceıtt of cases. 


PPLE, the personal com- 

puter compuny, iy lo sack 
2,700 workers, a fifth of its 
workforce, in lhe latest move to 
enstıre ita slrvival. 


NION Bank of Switzerland, 

onc of lhe world’'a nıost pow- 
erful banks and a pillar of Swiss 
م‎ , is to distance liself from 
the “Nazi gold” acandal by 
chungfing ila name to UBS. 


change rate meclianlam was aıı option for Britain 
1n 1892. But, looking at the ghastly policy vacuum 
left İn London after Black Weclnesclay, il would be 
as well if contingency plans were in place. 


GANDA'S lıopcs were 
U dashed when a World Banke ; 
IMF initalive to lift ihe debt 

burder of the world's poorest 
countries was dclayed a year. 


ment Institute, published last week, 
estlınates that half a million black 
people are out of work — double tlhe 
level in the official claimant count, 
Although the claimant count has . 
fallen since last aummer to 
1,815,300, the more comprehensive 


FOREIGN EXCHANGES 


Sterling rates Sterling rates 
Marah 17 _ Maroh 1 


ت 


total is almost cer! ill to be | Auntrala | 18085-20000 | 20918-200 
firms said they would be unaffected | Low Pay Commission, 1 employment spokesman Peter Hain | more than 4 milion hoe ole Austria 18,88-1881 ا‎ 
by a pay floor of £3.25 an hour, | The Government will argie dur- | said “real” joblessness in Britain | ment Unit puts the underlying un- | tm OMIM | OMIN 
writes Larry Elliott, ing the election campaign that | stood at more than 4 million. .| mployment rate at 17 percent | Canad | 2174821770 | 210e, 
The study of nearly 1,000 firms | Labour's support for a minimum Using the Government's ‘most compared with the offlcialrate of | DPmmak a rea 
conducted by the recrultmeut or- | wage would put in Jeopardy the re- | recent Labour Force Survey, Mr | &5 percent . . .: Hece e pg 
ganisation Reed Personnel Services | cent improvement in official unem- | Hain sald .that 4,401,000 people While economic growth is cutting | may | 2es iy , 
found that even at £4 an hour, only | ployment figures by adding to the | were looking for work at the end of joblessness, the scale of hidden un- | "9< it .o210 | so27e-104 | 
one-third of businesses felt that a | costs of businesses, Ministers will | last summer — more than double | employment is far greater’ than in | ga742 | 2roans ‘|: ° 
minimum wage would be bad for Î contrast the sharp fall in the num- | the official count then of 2,043,000. İ other industrial countries. The ten- ا‎ 1û an 1o7 | gigoesor | 
their company. 7 ber of people out of work in the UK Mr Hain’s figure — based on the dency for British workers to drop Netherlands | 3.0203-a.0238 | 307013072 1 
Ian McCartney, Labour's. chief | with the rise in joblessness in the | Governments claimant count plus | out of the official labour market has New Zealand | 2.2293-2.2091 | 2.278422810 : 
employment spokesman, said: "This Î rest of Europe, where minimum | the number of people’ looking for | been fuelled by a sharp increase in Î Nonwey 10.88-10.89 -| e-0. 
survey has nailed the Tory He that a | wages are in operation. work but unable to claim the Job |i tke number of long-term sick: and | Potuga | 270.162705. 27304273 : 
minimum wage is bad for business. Alec Reed, chairman of Reed Per- | Seekers Allowance (excluding ‘stu- ' Î disabled people, becausé the Gov- Spain | 227.8-22826 | 231.2220148 ° 
Companles of all sizes across all | sonnel Services, said: "The vast ma- dents) and: those on compulsory `Î iérnment. . has encouraged dole | Sweden 1227-1229: | 127-1218 
.areas of the economy haye rejected | jorlty of UK businesses predict they | ‘government schemes — isin line ' claimants to shift to other benefits, | Swkzedend | 23157-23188۰ اچ ا‎ . 
the Tory scare campaign.” would be unaffected by a national | with estimates made by thé Trades | ۰. Mr-Hain said a Labour: goveri- '| usA 1.68B8-1.5878: E 
. Mr McCartney added that the re- |. minimum wage. However, this re-.Î Union Congress and the’ indepen- '| nient would’ conduct ‘a review: to .| ECU 1.340-1.300 | 2 
port highlighted three points — that ر‎ 


introduce a “politically impartial : 
` mesure” of unemploymeht. 1 . 


FreiO0 sharê dex down BA. mt 478.2. ID : 
. | nie dom 37.8 xi ten0. Goi ıp 1.30 et 838 


The reason for this is simple: Germany would ' 


'nised in Bonn, ‘any more than leaving (he ex- 


Minimum wage ‘not bad for business’ 


be handled carefully and not rail- 


Seumas Milne adds: The scale of 
hidden unemployment was high- 
lighted last week when Labour's 


dent Unemployment Unit. : ... 
A report by the Black Employ- 
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Larry Elliot on the euro dilemma facing Chancellor Kohl 


Bonn falls short of mark 


HE Germans love thelr superpowerful 

currency, and this is why. In July 1920, a 

US dollar was worth 40 marks. Two years 
later, it waa 493 marks. A year after that, one dol- 
lar bought 4.million marks, and’ by November 
1923 you could get 4.2 trillion marks for one 
greenback. Almost 1,800 printing presses worked 
round the clock to supply bank notes. - 

Germany in 1923 represented text-book hyper- 
inflation. It has never been forgotten, not least 
` | .because it'fatally weakened the legitimacy of the 
.Î fledgling Weimar Republic and paved the way for 

Hiler's rise to power. 1 

By contrast, Gernıany has been Europe's pre- 
eminent post-war economic power. The-strength- 
ening mark has underpinned rising living 
standards by keeping the cost of imports down, 
and for all its recent problems Germany is still 
the country against which the rest of the Conti | 
nent .measures itself. The German model of 
macro-stabifity, coupled with investment in plant, 
education and training, and R&D, has iniuenced 
the British Labour party. 

Germany also holds the key to the European 
policy of the next UK government. Hf it seems 
that Germany cannot make it into the first wave 

for monetary union, the whole project will be 
delayed for at least two years. 

The likelihood of that happening will become 
clearer in May, shortly after the Britislı general 
election, but there is no doubt that a postpone- 
ınent would give a Blair government thal is pro- 
European but hesitant about the single currency 
a welcome breathing space. 

But for Germany these are still uneasy times. 
The overvaluation of the mark in 1995 led to a 
period of slow growth, soaring unemployment 
and rising budget deficits. Hitting lhe conver 
gence criteria means higher taxes or lower subsi- 
dies; both intensify innate public scepticisın 
towarcls giving up the mark. 

For all the wishful thinking by the British 
right, however, Germany is not a country in ter- 
minal decline, I1 has invested heavily over ihe 
years in skills and plant, it has restructured large 
chunks of its manufacturing base and is well- 
placed to take advantage of booming export mar- 
kets. There is tension between those who believe 
Germany is profoundly uncompetitive and those 
who Want the nıodlel of Rhenish capitalism pro- 
tected fronı Anglo-Saxon laissez-faire policies, 

A mare serious problem may be tlıe outcome 
of the Kohl government's attempt to railroad & re- 
luctant population with blanket advertising cam- 
pailgns and fireside chats almed at persuading 
Germans that the euro will be aş strong as the 
mark and that any backsliding will be a betrayal 
of Germany's destiny to forge the new Europe. 

That looked a lot easier 12 months ago han it 
dloea toclay. Chancellor Helmut Kohl's halflcarted 
dealings with the miners last week, in wlıiclh he 
gave İn to many of their demands, showed that he 
has no stomach for the slash-and-burn atlacks on 
the postwar settlement seen in Britain. 


The German coal industry is massively ineffi- 
cient bııt Germany as a wlıole is not, Germans 
are well educated, they are efficient and produc- 
tive, and feel they deserve a share of the profits 
from Rhenish capitalism. Who can blame them? 
Not the German government, it appears, 

. Mr Kohf's finance minister, Theo Waigel, is 
spearheading the campaign to sell the euro, pri- 
matily through repeated insistence that a brave 
attempt at hitting the Maastricht convergence 
criteria will not be ‘good enough for pulative 
members, - 


like the single currency to begin with just a hard- 
core group of six or seven, which would include 
itself, France and the Benelux countries. At the 
heart of tle German policy ınachine there are of 
ficials who believe that the hard-core group could 
be anı optimal currency area, linked by historical 
and cultural ties, ‘a common set of economic be- 
liefs, and big enough to benefit from econoniies 
of scale and reductions in transaction costs, 

Italy is nat thought to form part of an optimal 
currency area. But the reluctance to allow Italy in 
from the outset is also in part political: the notion 
that the euro will be as stable as tle mark, and 
the European Central Bank as credible as the 
Bundesbank, will be easier to sell if Italy's entry 
is delayed. 

Such a sirategy will be fine, so long as Ger- 
many meets the Maastricht criteria. There is no 
good econontic reason to get hung up about 
whether budget deficits in 1997 are 2.9 per cent 
of gross domestic product or 3.1 per cent, But Mr 
Koht and Mr Waigel have impaled themselves on 
A hook with their “three means three" mantra: if 
the rules are bent to allow Germany in, then why 
cannot they be bent to admit aly? 

The crunch will come within the next two 
months. If the forecasts [rom the Five Wise Men 
in early May suggest a growtlı rate of less than 
2 per cent this year, or if the figures for tax rev- 
enues come in much worse than expected, it will 
be clear that Germany's budget deficit will rise to 
4 per cent of GDP this year. 

That is tao large to be bridged by the sort of 
mini-budget package already being prepared qui- 
etly in Bonn, which would probably raise ‘petrol 
tax to keep the Greens sweet. Tle Bundesbank 
`=— the conscience of the German people when it 
coınes to Maastricht — would not wear it. 

Nor is it llkely, however, that Hans Tietmeyer, 
the Bundesbank's presiclent, would look kindly 
on the delay predicated on a relaxation of the eri- 
teria so thal niore couniries could qualify at a 
later date. That, one would imagine, would give 
Mr Tietmeyer apoplexy. 

There are only two realistic scenarlos. The. 
first is that Germany realises it is going to miss 
tle criteria by a mile and forces a postponement, 
What would lıapperi then is that a small country - 
such as Luxembourg would be depute to call for 
ا‎ so that Mr Kohl doesn't get egg all over 

s face, ذ‎ ; 


ABOUR's hopes of making the 
minimum wage a focal part of its 
general election strategy were 
boosted this week when a survey 
revealed that almost 80 per cent of 


jobs, that. businesses would imple- 
ment it, and that the corporate sec- 
tor recognised it would be fully 
involved in setting the rate through 
Labour's two-year consultation and 


roaded through. 


port shows how important it would 


a minimum wege would not cost J be for any future implententation to 
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Internet Use 
More Than 
Doubles 


Rajlv Chandrasekaran 


LMOST ONE in four people 

over age 16 in tle United States 
and Canada now use tlıe Internet, 
more than twice the number of 
people wlio were online 18 months 
ago, according to a slucly released 
last week. 

Tlıe study, conducted by Nielsen 
Median Research and an electronic 
commerce industry group called 
CommerceNet, found that of this 
group, 17 percent were using lhe 
mullimeclia Warldl Wide Web, com- 
parcd wilh 3 percent 18 months axu. 
Internet usage lıas increased fron 
10 percent to 23 percent, the slırvey 
found. 

“Ils a startling increase," saicl 
Paul B. Linclstrom, a vice president 
at Nielsen. “This shows that the 
Internet is truly becoming a rmass- 
market phenomenon." 

Translatecl into real numbers, 
that means about 50.6 million peo- 
ple in {he United States and Canacla 
are using the Internet, while about 
37.4 million are now using the Web. 
The survey, first concluctecl in the 
fall of 1995 and generally consicl- 
ered in the compler industry lu be 
one uf the mosl cnmprehenysive 
studies of Internet use, counted 
people who said they used the 
global computer network al least 
once in the month before (hey were 
questioned. 

The survey, conducted in Decer- 
ber and January, found that peuple 
using the Internet are becoming 
more representative of the popula- 
tion as a whole. The proportion of 
women online increased signifi 
cantly, to 42 percent froın 34 per- 
ceııt, wlıile the percentage of people 
who sald they were professionals or 
managers dropped to 39 percent 
from 50 percent, 

"Not that long ago, the people 
using the Web tended to be a rather 
homogeneous group —~ young, 
upscale and rather well educated," 
Lindstrom said. “The big gains that 
we're seeing now are coniing from 
outside that group." 

‘The survey found that commerce 
an the Web was a mixed bag, with 
more people saying they browsed 
for goocls but only a lıandfil report- 
Ing having bought anything. 2 

The number of computer usérs 
looking for Information about pr'od- 
ucts on the Web doubled — rising 
to 39 percent from 19 percent, But 
just 15 percent of respondents sald ; 
they had purchased something 


befûre most people wil want to buy 
online,” Randall Whiting, Com-' 
!merceNet's chief executive, sald in 
astatemen. "' 0 ' 0 
The survey was based on’ 6,600 ° 
telephone interviews with people . 
age 16 or oldér fromi randomly se- 
lected househalds in the United - 
States and Canada. The margin of ! 


„Î error was not released, . 
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Zaire Rebel Leader Turns Statesman 


For several weeks, for example, 
Kabila refused to altack the Tingi 
Tingi refugee camp in eastern 
Zaire, at the request of the United 
Nations ancl the United States. The 
rebels did overrun the camp re- 
cently, but Kabila continued to offer 
a safe corridor for the refugees’ re- 
urn home to Rwanda. Aid workers 
ancl the Zairian government, how- 
ever, contend that the rebels have 
been executing former Rwandan 
soldiers and militiamen among the 
refugees. 

Kabila also has restrained his 
anti-Mobutu rhetoric. He has in- 
sisted he would not imprison the ail- 
ing president, saying: “"Mobutu does 
not lave to fear for his safety. Let 
hinı come back home.” Mobutu has 
spent much of the conflict in 
Europe, receiving treatment [or 
prostate cancer. 

“He has won a lot of support by 
consistently emphasizing that ita 
not enough for Mobutu to go. Tlıere 
lıas to be n clıange in the system,” 
Winter said. “He has become a sym- 
bol of the possibility of fundamental 
change." 


Tuita for his army in Uvira last week PHOTOGRAPH: JEAN-MARC BOUL 


new recı 


speeches to crowcls, which rou- 
tinely wait for hours to hear him, Re- 
cently, he has ditched alligator 
shoes for Nike running shoes. 

Courting the internalional media 
has been crucial to his success. He 
has become increasingly media- 
savvy. He beckons reporters to fol- 
low him on lıis travels throughout 
eastern Zaire. He takes their home 
telephone nunıbers. He holds news 
conferences almost daily. He pro- 
vides security through territory the 
rebels hold. 

That kind of access and assis- 
tance have helped him publicize his 
message and kept him planted on 
television screens all over the world 
since October. 

Kabila has won over diplomats by 
slıunning extremist statements and 
hasty acts that could alienate key 
potential allies such as the United 
Slates. Though Washington re- 
mainecl the anticommunist Mobubu's 
ally throughout the Cold War, it has 
since distanced itself from his cor- 
rupt regime, and U.S, representa- 
tives in central Africa have met with 
Kabila on numerous occasions. 


Leading man . . . Kabila shows off 
cal purposes become a typical 
African warlord rather than a revo- 
lutionary guerrilla leader." 

He reemerged last October as 
leader of a four-parly coalition called 
the Alliance of Deınocratic Forces 
for the Liberation of Congo-Zaire. 
He preached free-market economics 
and an endl to the debilitating cur- 
ruption that pervades this sprawling 
nation of 46 million people. 

At first, he drew guarded re- 
sponses, especially among comp8e- 
triots,. But that has changed in 
recent weeks, Opposition lawmak- 
ers have visited him in Goma with 
increasing freqılency and openness, 
and some factions ~— such as uni- 
versity students in Kinshasa — have 
embraced him after initially scoffing 
at his message and movement. 

Tens of thousands of teen-agers 
and young adults have latched on to 
the movement, signing up to be- 
come soldiers. And crowds have 
generally greeted him with enthu- 
siagm. 

One reason may be his easy- 
going, jovial air. His enrthshaking 
laugh often punctuates hour-long 


gtephen Buckley In Uvira 


AURENT KABILA clam- 
bered off the platform in this 


east Zairian town recently 
and lumbered toward hundreds of 
wide-eyed recruits his rebel move- 
ment had just trained, It was their 
graduation ceremuny, and he awk- 
wardly shook hands and grasped 
shoulders of young men loo 
awestruck to look him in the eye, 

President Clinton he is not. But 
since Kabila's rebel moveınent in 
Zaire took off five monıtlıs ago, he 
has sought to paint himself as more 
than just another insurgency leader 
stumbling out of the bush. 

He has cultivatecl thie media ancl 
wooed diplomats as he tries to craft 
an image of a statesman-liplonıat 
who says he does not crave power 
but yearns for the rejuvenation of 
this poverty-wracked, corruption- 
weary central African nation. 

A selfdescribed “soldier-politi- 
cian,” Kabila, 56, has spent most of 
his adult life as an obscure profes- 
sional guerrilla who has made de- 
posing Mobutu Sese Seko — Zaire's 
leader since 1965 — his main cause. 
His latest campaign has been by far 
his most successful. 

The rebel leader appears to have 
shaken lıis obscurily. Both within 
Zaire and without, his name no 
longer evokes the “Laurent who?" 
response that it did when tlhe rebels 
began charging through eastern 
Zaire In late October. 

“He has changed, and percep- 
tions of him have changed," sald 
Roger Winter, executive director of 
the U.S. Committee for Refugees, 
who spent a week with Knbila in 
January. 

Since the mid-1960s, Kabila has 
led the People's Revolutionary 
Party, which unlil the past few 
montlıs espoused Marxist ideology. 
During the ‘60s, Kabila fought 
alongside legendary Cuban guer- 
rilla leacler Ernesto “Che” Guevara 
in Zaire. 

Since then, he has shuttled all 
over lhe continent, spentling time İn 
Tanzania, Mozambique and 
Ugnnda. He also has lıeadedl an en- 
clave near Uvira, wlıere, one Zairian 
scholar wrote, “he had for all practi- 


tional moral distinctions cannot 
be brought to bear. 

Harold Varmua, director of the 
National’ Institutes of Health, ' 
broke what had been an uninter-' 
rupted parade of predictions of 
doomaday by ‘pointing out that 
thetée' might actually be types of. 
human suffering cloning cauld 
allêviatê — even, in certain cir-: 
¢eumgtancès; that cloning 'might ' 
be the best way to dllevlate — 


‘and that overreaction to the. 


distinction between a' premature ; 
and ill-advigşed ban on research : 
and a later, nûre tonsidered ban ' 
or regulation on the procedures ' 
that resêarch may ultimately turn . 
up. They afte right, Even if the 
dangers 


of cloning prove ` over- 
'whelming, open-eyed caution is a 


betier defensé agalnst them than. 


voluntary moratorium by private 
researchers — who do most of 
the work in this fleldi 

The president urged humility 
and reverence, saying human 
life is sacred and we should “re- 
sist the temptation to replicate 
ourselves.” A raft of religious 
leaders have echoed : that. 
message in testimony to the bio- 
ethics advisory panel, But the 
issues before’ the panel —~ or’ 
other bodies that might'regulate 
cloning — are hot metaphysical 
but practical. The questlon, in 
light of Mr. Wilmut's break-' 


through, is no’ Ionger’ whether | | 


‘cloning is possible or whether 
someday we will have to face the. 
possibility of knowing how to do 
it. Clearly, somie' day, somebody 
will know. And aince regulation - 
of' human reproduction can go 
only 80 far, at some point some- . 
one, ` Somewhere, may clonê a 
human being. But that is nû rêa- 
son for everyone else to abandon 
all efforts at line-drawing or to 
assume: that cloning is' s80 new, 
and bizarre that logic and tradi 


Panic in a Cloned Embryo 


a human, as Great Britaln and 
several other nations already do. 

Sorting out fact from fiction in 
the panic is one task of the 
National Bioethics Advisory 
Panel .convened by President 
Clinton, which wrapped up two 
days of public ‘hearings fast 
week, Other hearings bave 
sprouted, clone-lke, around 
town and in Congress; Dolly’s 
actual cloner, the Scottish sclen- 
tist Ilan Wilmut, has addressed a 


‘| Senate subcommittee anid the ' 
`| National Institutes’ of Health. ' 
‘| President Clinton convened the ' 
Î bioethics'group last month when 
'Î the news became public, asking 
'Î them to evaluate laws already or 


the books reğatding cloning ré- 


| search and to weigh what types . 


of research should and ahotld 
not go forward. He also offered 


-an opening position, calliûg for a 


90-day moratorium on . federal 


funding of human cloning. re- 
search and requesting a similar 


EDITORIAL 


N ASTONISHING amount of. 
nonsense has been talked 


Discussions of 
E ole, transplant 

ms ather ghastly scenar- 
los have 0 


.| Congress have rushed to intro- 
.| duce bills banning the cloning of 
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Talk show . .. IAM's exuberant, ingenious lyrics excel at setting a scene and bringing characters to Hfe 


cal activities are all closely intercon- 
nected in Marseille. Paris 

are rarely wooed by politicians, bul 
we are.” 

JAM ieıxkl lo avoid invective and 
seem to imply they do not agree 
with NTM's hardcure approach. 
“We dun"! advucate viuleııce, which 
has never solved anything," says 
Pascal, the youngest member of 
IAM. “What's the point of a rapper 
insulting the cops or young kids 
burning down a supermarket if he 
regime takes aclvantage of thelr vio- 
lence to crack down even harder?” 

‘The apparent (letachment of 
LAM’ lyrics cloes nol mean (hey do 
not feel commitlecl its citizens. ‘Their 
response to the FN, “a party of 
fascists ancl cullaborators", is to er 
gage in neighbourloocl social work. 
One of their aims ik to get young’ 
sters lo vale. “To clo that round here, 
you hnve to grab them by the serf 
of tıcir neck« andl frogmarch them 
1o the ballot box," says Philippe. : 

The stricter immigration legisla’ 
tion Just inlrocluced by {he govern 
ment lhıas naturally gol up the noses 
of IAM, wlo symbolise a nul 
cullural Marseille. 

Racism is still a (acl of Ife for 
some menbera of {he group. Jo 
laughs wryly at tlhe probleıngs he 
fnces becnuse of his (lari skin: “Ten 
yeurs ago I aworoe lal if [ was SUC 
cessful Td buy nyielf a fourwheel 
drive, But now I've got ‘one I 
sloppel al lengt twice a week 
cops who find it ocld that-a black 
could own such a beauliful ear." 

(March 6) 


paying a major tribute to th ' 
historical! figure of Lorca and ' 
faithfully portraying several 
episodes in his life. It is an 
honest piece of work on 
8 memory” 

That is something that many 


people in Granada have failed tn - | 


understand. Juan de Loxa, wo, 
runs the museum setüip ih the 
: poet's house in 


Fuentevaquêr0®, 
` Î is more pragmatic: “In the end; ' 


and deapite ita faulta, the film ° 


will enable the public; who know’ | 


little about Lorca,'to discover 


|him.and want to-réadhim;And’”’ 


that's Important” i’, 
(March 8)’ 
O 


Francolkt .:" - |. 
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hip-hop group close to IAM, was 
shot dead by an FN activist. 

The uncharacterislically stark 
pessiınism of IAM's latest album is 
clearly tlie product of their mount- 
ing anger and disgust. While the 
new version still has the striking 
rhyme patterns (ypical of East Coast 
American groups like DJ] Premier 
and Wu-Tang Clan, the melancholy 
minimalism of its sombre musical 
texture was deternıined by the con- 
tent of the songs. 

“We originally composed 30 num- 
bers,” says Philippe. “But this time 
the funny, myslical or offbeat songs 
didn't stand up. Our lyrics lıave 
always been snapshots of the period 
we live in. The present period 
«loesn't exactly nake us feel opti- 
mistic," 


ISTENING to IAM is a bit 
like following a television 
news crew on the job. They 

have always excelled at setling a 

scene and bringing characters lo 

life. In their coınpany, we share the 
temptations of a working-class kid, 
join a father in weeping for his son, 
and experlencce, in gripping fast mo- 
lion, the inexorable downward spi- 
ral of the quallly of He on housing 

estates in Demain, C'Est Loln (o- 

morrow Is A Long Way Off, the 

tour de force that closes the album. 
Paradoxicnlly perhaps, there are 
nio political slogans in their songs. 

The ‘enemy is never ' mentioned. 

They have adopted this stance 

partly because they distrust political 


parties. “Cultural; soclal and politi- | 


In view of the movie's rather 
over-the-top publicity campaign, 
which had Garcia reciting poetry 
on Lorca’s supposed grave at 
Vimar, a few kilometres from 
Granada, to the clatter of photo- 
graphers’ flashlights, 1t is easy to 

` see why.the film has offended . 
some people. E RN 

Granada, which has kept its 

` painful secret for 60 years, i '.. 

touchy. The Irish 
historian, Ian Gibson, author of '' 

' Federico Garcla:Lorca (Faber, : 

| £9.99), says: “In fact nothing is 

: Known for certair about Lorca’s -: 

' final momenta after his arrest on 

: August 16, 1936. Nordo we. . .. 


! [' know dxactly who killed him or 


, how. Was he tortured? Did he -. 
` really get the “three bullets up. .- 
' the arse’ which a Fr 
; boasted he had fired to ‘“finih.off 
ı the homosexual poet?" : ° .ı 

; ` Muerte'En Grdnada, on'which ' 
| Zurinaga worked for sèven. i .: 


' years, at least has the! merit af: :: . ( 


' |: par 


newfound pride in the city 
(Bernard Tapie's Olympic Marseille 
football team was riding high), 
showed that Marseillais rap had lost 
none of its zest, 

A single, Je Danse Le Mia, a droll 

and nostalgic evocation of IAM's 
funk period, went to the top of the 
charts and sold 600,000 copies. 
When IAM was voted “group of the 
year" in 1995, Philippe said “this 
victory is a tiny part of music's 
eternal victory over the failures of 
mankind". Exhausted by an 80-gig 
tour, the group then decided to take 
a breather, 
. Philippe, now married to a 
Moroccan and converted to Islam, 
produced an introspective solo 
album called Métêque Et Mat (Half- 
Caste And Mat). In it, Phillippe as 
Akhenaton mulls over his Neapolitan 
origins, family history, childhood 
memories and teenage fantasies, 

“I spent almost all my adoles- 
cence with Arabs. They're culturally 
and physically very similar to south- 
ern Itallans. I identified with the 
racism they suffered because my 
family had told me how they were 
given humiliating nicknames, 
beaten up and had stones thrown at 
fhem. Its sad to see how the chil- 
dren of those who fled fasciam now 
vote forthe FN.” .. ‘: . 

IAM's worst nightmare came true 
when the town councils of Toulon, 
. Orange, Marignane and Vitrolles 
fell to the FN, in whose eyes rap 
symbolises all that is anti-French. In 
May 1995, Ibrahim.All, a‘Comoran 
teenager who belonged to'B Vice, a 
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Rappers capture 
Marseilles mix 


themselves Lively Crew, then B Boys 
Stance, they formed IAM in 1989, 

TAM — which has variously stood 
for Imperial Asiatic Man, Invasion 
Arrivant de Mars, Indépendantistes 
Autonomes Marseillais and, simply, 
1 Am — recorded a cassette called 
Concept, which impressed enough 
people to earn theın support billing 
atconcerts by the likes of Madonna 
and Public Enemy. 

Their first album, De La Planète 
Mars, which came out in 1991, was 
one of the great hits of a French rap 
scene then still in İts infancy, That 
game year the far-right weekly, 
Minute, let rip at thent: “These pure 
products of North African ghettoes, 
the rappers of IAM, who see 
themselves as relncarnations of 
Egyptian deitles, swear they are not 
in the business of politics, That 
claim is belied by every one of the 
hate-filled, hitand-niiss and ex- 
tremely unartistic lyrics in their 
album.” 

What the albunı revealed was a 
highly original blend of regional in- 
fluences. IAM's central concern was 
to rehabilitate the city of Marseille, 
rectify its much caricatured image, 
and demolish ites reputation as a 
place tainted by violence, racism 
and the extremist National Front 
(FN), which had got 25 per cent of 
the vote at the last elections. 

Wilı typically southern volubility, 
IAM evoked Marselille's glorious past 
and its long tradition of acting as a 
racial melting pot 4 tradition 
reflected in the origins of the groups’ 
members — [tallan (Philippe), Mada- 
gascan (o), Algerlan-born French 
(Pascal), Algerian (Mîalek), Sene- 
galese (François) and Spanish (Eric). 

‘Their exuberant, insolent and, just 
occasionally, serious lyrics, intoned 
iı a Marselllais accent, displayed an 
almost surrealist ingenuity. They 

interlarded the constantly changing 
slang of housing estates with 
mythological allusions, IAM had 
found thelr own Identity somewhere 
between (he lexicograplilcal inven- 
tiveness of MC Solaar and the grind- 
| ing venom of NTM (the rap group 
whose recent prison sentence for 
insulting the police ie coming up on 
appeal). 3 
İn 1993, IAM's second album, 
Ombre . Est lumière (Shadow Is 
Ughb, which. combined humour, 
bitterness, social' criticism and a 


Aradlca! group's clever 
southern blend has taken 
it to the top of the charts, 
writes Stéphane Davet 


HE Cafê Latin, in Maraellle's 
oll quarter, is full of noisy 
laughter, JAM, the rap group 
who have set up their headquarters 
there, are finishing lunch. There's 
lots of larking about, back-slapping 
and kissing of girls in between seri- 
ous chats with people from the 
media, who have come to interview 
them about their long-awaited third 
album, LEcole du Micro d'Argent 
(The School Of The Silver Mike). 

The café is only a stone's throw 
from Vieux-Port metro statlon by 
Marseille’s old harbour, where, 1Û 
years ago, ınembers of the group 
used to hang about all daylong 
doing nothing, like many other simi- 
larly bored and broke youngsters in 
a decaying city. 

They found an answer in their 
shared love of hip-hop. They started 

cutting vinyl cliscs, going on indepen- 
dent radio stationa and fantasising 
about the United States. Drawing on 
their fertile imagination, they tried to 
reflect daily life in their songs. 

But soon books and films opened 
up new worlds, Instead of sping 
American heroes like so many 
Parislan groups, they gave therm 
selves exotic names that reflected 
their interest in Egyptology, Africa 
and the Far East. Philippe Fragione 
renamed himself ‘ Akhenaton (the 
first pharaoh to have imposed 'a 
monotheistic religlon); Eric Mazel 
became Kheops; Jo ‘Mussard, a 
kung-fu freak and Taoist, started a 
new life as Shurik'N; Pascal Perez 
turned into . Imhotep, Malek 

Brahinıi into Sultan, and François 
Mendy into Kephren. : 

Fhilippe laughs as he remembers 
the time when they were down and 
out: “We were part of the scenery 
round Vieux-Port station, even In 
winter. One Christmas, a woman 
from the tourist office felt.go sorry 
for us she came out and gave us 
box of chocolates. I realised people 
were beginning to think I was a 
tramp.” 1 

They owed their salvation to an 
ability 10 express their fcelngs 


forcefully in songs. After first calling 


Lorca film touches raw Spanish nerve. 


claim, implausible quest of a 
: young Lorca admirer who Jed . 
| the civil war with his familly and 
took refuge in Puerto Rico. 
' "Twenty yeara oh, he courts . : 
: danger by returning to Granada ' 
!' to investigate the poet's mysteri- 
` oui death: He discovers that 
, Lorca was indeed killed on the’ 
orders of the Francoista, but 
also that it waa done, for per- 
. sonal revenge, by his own father 


` before he left fof Puerto Rita; 7.i 


| and by a colonel frlend of hié. ' 
!' 'The poet's nephew, Manuel. '.. 
: Fernandez Montesinoa, whose 
: father was shot at the' samê ime 


’ |' as Lorca, told Le:Monde: “Itê all 


' very childish and-füill of implau-: 
sibilities. The figure of Federico 
is treated with a great deal of .! 

: respect and cven love, but Pm 

: afraid the film will soon vanish . - 

' without trace.” 


4 2 i 


American production directed by 
the Puerto Rican Marcos 


1y 

dismissed by Spanish critica as. ‘ 
an awkward farrago of all that is . 
bad in both film cultures. : 

There is plenty that is typically 
American, from the contrived 
happy end to the gallons of gore 
fllmed with the chiaroscuro ! - 
effects of the.classic Hollywood 


. |! thriller. The Spanish touch is . 


: provldedL-by. gaggles of gypsy 7” 
women, acorching arenas:and . . 
toreadors punctually impaled at . 

' 6pm, out of respect for Lorca's 
most celebrated poem, Las 
Cinco de la Tarde... : .-. .: 

Some have singled out the ace- 
` narlo for.criticlam. It is certainly 
nota biography of Lorca, whose . 
ı outspokennéess earned him - 
' many enemies, but rather anı ac- 
' count af the obseasiva and, they 


Marle-Claude Oecamps 


HE cinema has often run 
‘into problems when portray 
. ing legendary hiatorical figures. <. 
Alan Parker's Evita, in which 
Madonna playa Eva Peron, 
caused howls of protest in 
Argentina. A similar storm of 
controversy has now blown up in 
Spain with the releaae of Muerte 
En Granada, a flim about the 
Andaluslan poet, Federico .. : :- 
, Garcia Larca, who waa killed by 
Francoista iı Granada in 1936. 
The billing of the Cuban- 
American actor Andy Garcla as 
' Lorca has had as hostile a recep- 
. Hon in Spaln.as Madonna’a por- . 
` trayal of Evita had in Argentina, : 
` This ia hardly surprising, as 
botlı filma take enormous liber. .. 
ties with the biographical truth. - 
Muerte En Granatla, a Spanish- 


make that case with any credibilitjr. 
You have a military government 
that controls the economy and uses 
economic investment to keep itself 
in power." 

But Unocal Corp., a Los Angeles- 
based oil company that is one of 
the few U,S. firms with a sizable 
stake in Burma, argues that a 
dangerous precedent may be set. 
Officlala of the company deride 
suggestions that a prohibition on 
U.S. business dealings would help 
the cause of human tights there; 
they point out that the United 
States accounts for just 3 percent of 
Burına's trade and 8 percent of its 
foreign investments, 

Imposing sanctions on Burma, 
sail Jack Rafuse, manager of Uno- 
cal's Washington office, would be 
no more effective than “stamping 
your foot ancl turning your back." 
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U.S. Business Balks at Burma Sanctions 


October in order to maintain Its 
business supplying Massachusetts 
with educational computers, Peps 
Co Inc, announced in January that it 
would pull all of its business out of 
Burma in recognition of toughened 
U.S, policy toward the country and 
in deference to the wishes of many 
shareholders and customers. 

All this is disturbing for business 
— and awkward for the administra- 
tlon — because it raises serious 
questions of double standards: Can 
Burma be sanctioned for human 
rights violations without the same 
being done ta richer countries? 

Especially ticklish is the issue of 
China, because Presiclent Clinton 
bases much of his case for “engage- 


ment" there on the contention that 
the best way to promote democracy 
is through economic growth and 
the development of a middle clas. 
The adminlstration, one U.S. offi 
cial said, may have to resort to the 
argument that applying sanctions to 
Burma makes sense because, un- 
like China, “it doesn't have the 
world's fastest-growing economy,. 
doesn't have a billion people, and 
doesn't have a military ' that can 
destabilize the whole Pacific Rim.” 
Drawing a distinction between 
Burnıa and Indonesia —'a country 
with a thriving economy and the 
world's fourth-largest population — 
will be even trickier, administration 


Human rights advocates assert 
that U.S. sanctions against Burma, 
even if not ' followed by other 
countries, would at least encourage 
other countriés into 
harder line with the Rangoon 
regime. And Bürma cûn be singled 
out for punishment without affect 
ing the argument about China, con- 
tended Mike Jendrzejczyk, the 
Washington director of Human 
Rights Watch/Asla. 

“In China, "at least there's some 
possibility that over the long term, if 
economic engagement is acconpa- 
nied by sustained political pressure, 
then economic reform could lead to 
political reform," Jendrzejczyle said, 
“In Burma, 1 don't think you can 


S A PLACE to do business, 
there ate few countries 
lousier than Burma. The 
average Burmese earns less than 
$300 a year, and the military regime 
keeps İts heavy bureaucratic land 
on an economy S0 poor its entire 
output is roughly equal to that of 
Eastman Kodak Co. 

But despite Burma's lack of ap- 
peal as an overseas market, the U.S, 
corporate community is up in arms 
over a potent drive to sever U,S.- 
Burma economic lies on human 


"drone" missile several thousand 
feet below as part of a secret anll- 
terrorism exercise being conductecl 


The FBI seized a copy of the 
videotape last week fronı the home 
of former airline pilot Richard D. 
Russell in South Daytona Beach, 
Florida, who gave it to Salinger's 
group. The tape is part of evidence 
being presented to a grand jury in 
New York that apparenly is looking 
Into whetheı' crash evidence might 


The Asian country’s military lead- 
ership is the latest of several 
regimes to be targetedl for U,S, eco- 
nomic sanctions — Cuba, Iran and 
Libye were hit last year — and cor- 
porate lobbyists are fuming that 
such penalties are getting out of 
hand, Restricting U.S, trade and 
investment with Burma, they fear, 
will make it much more difficult to 
stop similar measures from being 
imposed on other countries with 
human riglıts problems — and 
much greater economic signifi- 
cance as markets for U.S. goods. 

"Ts not just Burma; people are 
talking now about sanctions on Indo- 
nesla," sald Howard Lewis, vice 
president for trade and technology 
al the National Association of Manu- 
facturers, “They're talking about 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Turkey. So com- 
panies view this not just as a malter 
of Burma, but a continuation of a 
really unfortunate trend that has 
mushroomed over the last couple of 


Salinger's group sought to sell 
the tape to ABC News for a large 
amount of money, perhaps as much 
as $1 million, but the network re- 
jected the proposal, an ABC spokes- 


Mother Teresa, left, along with the newly elected Superior General Sister Nirmala 


Successor to Mother Teresa 


Peace Prize winner for her dedi- 
cation to aiding the world's poor. 
Mother Teresa, 86, was hospi- 
talizedl tlıree mes last year for 
heart probleıns and related all- 
ments, leading her physicians 
and close associates to say at 
times in recent months that she 
was dying. Friencis said her con- 
dition has improved enough 
lately to enable her to occasionn- 
ally walk to the chapel at the 
order's international headquar- 


Defense Secretary William S. 
Cohen rejected Salinger’s call for an 
investigation, saying, “Based on the 
inforımatlon that I have there is no 
basls for such an allegation pertain- 
ing to a Navy ship or Navy missile. 

“My uıderstancling is that there 
has been a very thorough investiga- 
tion in terms of any Navy assets," 
Cohen said, "There was 4 conıplete 
inventory of their missiles or 
weapons on board andl there is no 
basis, no foundation for such an 
allegation that a Navy nıissile was 
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Named 


Archbishop Henry D'Souza of 
Calcutta announced their choice 
in a brief statement that also 
suid “Mother Teresa was present 
for the clection and blessed 
Sister Nirmala." 

Sister Nirntala had not been 
considered the most likely suc- 
cessor because she was not 
anıong Mothıcr Teresa's four 
top assistants, She had directed 
the orcler’n spiritual wing since 
it was created in 1979, uversee- 
ing a clozen homcs in India, 
Europe, Lalin America and the 
United States where the order's 
members seek apiritual rejuve- 


Kenneth J. Cooper In Calcutta 


FTER TWO months of clola- 

tered dellberations, the 
Misalonarles of Charity last week 
Hindu convert to suc- 
ceed the ailing and aging Mother 
Teresa as leader of the Catholic 
order she founded in Calcutta’a 
slums nearly a half-century ago. 

In their near-unanimous 

choice of Sister Nirmala, 62, 
who had directed the ordler’s 
apiritunl wing, 130 senior nune 
appear to have sought a combl- 
nation of compassion and admin- 
istrative akill to sustain a 
far-flung operation with 4,500 
nune and religious brothers at 
nearly 600 homes in more than 
100 countries, including the 


Top safety-board investigators 
. say they have scen all radar dala 
fronı that tragic night, and one in- 
vestigator sall that ary suggestion 
the radar tapes show a missile strik- 
ing the plane is “a tota! fabrication,” 

, From the firat day, there were, 
‘witnesses who saw a streak of ight’ 
moving toward the plane. Most wit- 
nesses did not report any streaks, 
but investigators have interviewecl 
the witnesses repeatedly in an at- 
tempt to determine what they şaw., 

. The.safety-boarcl officials say the 
conspiracy theories will not sway 
„fheu1 from a scientific and careful 
search .for a cause wherever the 
search ımay lead, even if there is: |. 
some last-minute surprise discovery 


Mother Teresa had sald she 
wanted to relire more (han a 
decadle ago, but the order re- 
elected her in 1984 and 1990. 
Her recent illnesses prompted 
senior nuns to agree to choose 
a successor in an clecllon that 
waa postponed twice — in 
September because of her ill- 
neces and again in February 
after a consensus could not he 
renched within two wecks in lhe 
closed deliberntiona. 


The Sins of the Father 


Clinton's success as a parent. But 
history will nol judge hls nclmlnls- 
tration by the [ate of one chlld. Long 
after (he first (laughter. has fone to 
college, he will be lıclcl accountable 
for the future of the mosl vulnerable 
of American children, The Clinton- 
era policy that will affecl the most 
lives has nothing to (lo with curfews 
or school uniforms. 

Itgoes by the moniker of “welfare 
reform." But maybe it should be 
known by the more danıning.title of 
Peter Edelınan's article in {he cur- 
rent Atlantic Monthly: “The Worst 
Thing Bill Clinton Has Done," 

Last September, Edelman, an a6- 
sistant secretary of Health and 
Human Services, walked out of the 
administration as a protest against 
welfare. “repeal.” Then, like. many 
others, he said little more during ! 
the campaign because, . “Bob . Dole ' 
would certainly have been worse.” 

But now ,in spare prose. and un-, 
sparing detail, Edelman describes 
how a dreadful welfare program.was 
iranşformed into. a worse “reform.” 
Why it is a catastrophe in the making. 

„Clinton signed onto a bill, writes 
Edelman,.even though it is Jikely to 
move a uıilllon more children into : 

. Poverty. Even though sone 8 nıillion : 
families with çhildren, many work : 
.İng poor: with food. stamps, wlll. lose ' 
an:ayerage.of some $1,300 aplece, . : 
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n a report issued by the NAM 
his month, the business comnu- 
Hily İş launching a campaign aimecl 
#tconvincing Congress, the Clinton 
administratlon and the public that 
the United States is wielding sanc- 
tons far too often against objection- 
able regimes such as Burma's and 
jt the main victims are usunlly 
U.S. companies and workers. 
The report lists 35 countries thal 
ave, in one way or another, been 
hit by U.S, sanctions over the past 
four years, reversllg A previous 
approach of “relative restraint" in 
the use of such measures. Although 
the reporl acknowledges that ent 
argoes can work wlıtn many coun- 
tries join in Isolating 4 rogue nation 
The multilateral sanctions against 
South Afrlea's apartheid regime 
being a prime example — it argues 
that Washington ` İs increasingly 
ile gestures by acling 


Born a Brahman, a member of 
Hindulgım’s higheat caste, Sister 
Nirmaln grew up in Bihar, one of 
India's poorest states, Her fam’ 
ily {races ils ancestry to Nepali 
her father wns n military offlcer: 
She completed college and 
Joined the Misslonarics of 
Charlly in {he Inle 19503. 


The resolution of the succes- 
salon isaue removed the uncer- 
talniy that had surrounded the 
order because of the failing 
health of Mother Teresa, a Nobel 
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With prolest, this I'ather Figure 
slgned a bill that camouflaged bud: 
£OL CuLS as “welfare reforms,” cllnk 
ually prograius for inu uigtnntS nnd 
for fool stamp recipients — "lhe 
safely net uncer the safely nel,” Bul 
he nutle no protest at oll about the 
bill's central provision thnt eliminated. 
and turned welfare! 
money over Lo le 
as (hey will, Ancl, inevilably, 
mean less maney lo (lo less witht. 

Edelman walks through te re 
form" like a tour guide through 4 
disaster zone. A twoyear lime lintit 
that pnys no mind to the Job market. 
A lifetime limit of five years of bene": 
fits no malter the economy. An-e¥ 
ception for 20 percent O 
recipients and never mind th 
percent are disabled or caring (or 
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the same course as our other inves- 


For information about the 
“Try Us” package. 

Fax or mail the coupon, visit us on Website 
http://www.Jyske-Bank.dk/PB or sehd an 
e-mail: PBI@Jyske-Bank.dk. 


` Investigators have said from, tle | Ellen Goodman. 
beginning, and continuc to say, that. 
they have not rıılecl out any of three 
general cnuses — mechanical fail- 
vre, a bomb or a mlssile, Bul while 
tests continue to find no evidence of 
a bomb or missile — or meteorites 
or space junk — a nıechanical cause 
seeıns more likely. Investlgators |. 
. have been concentrating on the pos- 
sibility that static electricity or some 
electrical malfunction . set off the 


T FIRST the newspaper nd 
barely registers. I am so ime 
mune to the endless presldential 
campaign that lt passes across my 
line of vision like a subliminal politi 
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Burma is a particularly troubling 
test case for, the corporate Commu- 
ity. The nation's ruling cliqué, the 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC), Is amûêng the 
most widely reviled in the world; it 
refused to accept ‘the democratic 
Oppasition's overwhelming victory 
990 election and continues to 
Crush’ dissént.' The Nobeêl Prize- 
winning opposition leader; Aung San 
u Kyl, recently called on other na- 
Ns to block Investment in Burma. ' 

Sénlûr administration ' officials 
met last month to consider invoking 
&" investment ban on Burma under 
sedl last year. Meanwhile, a 
er ûf local U,S, jurisdictlons, 
"cluding ' Massachusetts ‘and Sai 
-0, havé enacted legislation i 
penalize niultinational cbmpailës 
usihe§ê in Burma by riiaking 
nêligible, for ‘state and' clly j." ' 


‘There is the fullpage photo of! 
Bill crossing the White House lawn 
with Hillary and Chelsea saying that 
the "toughest job in the world lan't 
being president. It's being a parent." 

. What is this, another Dick Morris 
Moment in the creation of the Papa 
Presidency? Yet :another message 
for the soccer moms? 

. Then a variation on this ad cam-: 
paign appears on television. Once . 
again Clinton talks about:trying. to 
meet the daily challenges of the 
world's toughest job worrying that ; 
“Tf I fall, the consequences could be | 


. nga No. 1 Account and free active, investment 


. „ Our No.1 Account, exempt’ OH 
... est and deposits, is open for deposits starting at GBP... . 
„.„, “12,000/USD.17,500. (or the equivalent value in anather 

currency). Even though you can make deposits and ' ' 
'. withdrawals without restriction, ‘it pays a level 'of '- 
` interèst comparable with fixed-deposit ates,  : 


ım Danish tax on inter- . 
Investigators say that all parties 
— Including Boeing, the FBI and 
TWA — now agree that fumes in 
the nearly empty center fuel tank 
exploded and that the explosion was 
„| directed opuktward. from the tank. 
That conclusion is based on a var 
ety of tests conducted ûn wreckage. 
There is also general agreement 
that whatever caused the tank to ex- 
plode was not sufficiently powerful 
to have brought down the plané by : 
itself — so the additional force ofi 
the éxploding fuel tanık was the ultl- 


o ax ES 
Private’ Banking (International), 
“The big hit, which cou 3 
big,” he warns, “will come when 8 
time limits go Into effect —~ in five: 
years or Jess if the state 80 chooses 


Î or when a recession hits," I wlll 
| come in increased home’ . 


lessness, malnutrition, 


3 nq beef with :that 

campaign or — surely — with the 
sponsors, .an. alllanıçe of. children’s 
organizations seeking volunteers. ; 
But, alter too many ads and. too 
many images, J] have used up my pa- 
tence with this Father Figure, , | 
„„, Î dont doubt ,or discount Bill ; 


mate event that led to the craşh. 

„, We've got a.fix right now” on the 
center fuel tank, the airsafety inves : 
tigator said. if the tank had. been: 
‘| filled with inert gases, rather than ! 


ke Bantk le a priblit 
ete Bee ETS 
- yeke Bank'is Denbrh's fonrih: 


his legacy.ınay well be 
ment of the poorest childrer 
man in. the ‘ad :says, “the. 0 


ws are strtinğ toexéit an | .. 
pple Coriptiter ‘Ine.; “for Û '' ° 
withdrew from Burha lnst 


8 
و 


HAMBURG ®» FUEN 


quences could be serious,” 


2 
Conspiracy Theory 
Dogs TWA Crash 


HE CRASH of Trans World 
Airlines Flight 800 has be- 

come the aviation equivalent 
ofthe Kennedy assassination. 

No matter what evidence is pre- 
sented by saıne of the world's best 
avlatlon-safety and law-enforcement 
investigators, and no malter how 
deeply the miainstream press probes 
and finds nothing, a segment of 
society has apparently decided that 
the Paris-bound Boeing 747 was 
brought down by a missile and that 
everyone who says otherwise is 
part of a coverup. 

Suclı assertions have been hotly 
denied by James. K. Kallstronı, the 
FBI agent in charge of the criminal 
investigation, and Jiım Hall, chair- 
man of the National Transportation 
Safety Board. Kallstrom has said 
that the people peddling such re- 
ports ought to "get a life." 

But officials say the flap over the 
latest theories is causing investiga- 
tora lo waste resources to look irıto 
them, ancl is drawing attention away 
from an important lesson learned 
from the crash: lt would not have 
happened if the plane's huge center 
fuel tank had had a system to pre- 
vent explosive vapors from building 
up inside, 

Investigators agree the plane was 
brougll down because something 
caused the volatile vapors in the 
center fuel tank to blow up, but they 
have not concluded what iriggered 
that explosion. The possiblllly is still 
open that It was a missile, althougli 
lhe probers say they have found no, 
evidence, of it and are leaning to-' 
ward mechanical failure as anı expla- 
nation, 

As an example of a diversion of 
resoirces, öne air-safety investiga- 
tor' sald the FBI lab’ originally had 
not even bothered to test red 
rèsidue found on some seats on the: 

plane because everyone (rom the. 
safety bonrd and the FBI agr'ced it 
was clearly the adhesive used in the 
seal's maımulacture. But after a 
Riverside, California, newspaper, 
the Press-Enterprise, reported on 
March 10 Llıal the resklue was “con- 
sisltenl wlth solid missile fuel" — 
and the story waş wiclely picked up 
— the FBI lab mıshed tests of {heir 
samples alıead of nore urgent tests, 

' "Guess wlial they found,” the in- 
vestigntor sald. “Tt was adhesive . . . 
We don't lave the resources to do 
this kind of stuff, and that's what 
bothers me about this kind of jour- 
nalism," he saîd, 

In another example last week, 
attention has focused on what pur- 
portedly is a videotape of airtrafflc- 
control radar screens at john F. 
Kennedy International Airport the 
night of the July 17 crash. It suppos- 
edly shows a missile streaking to-' 
ward the plane just before it 
exploded, killing all 230 aboard. , 

A small group of people led by: 
Pierre Salinger, former press.secre- : 
tary, to President Kernedy, şay the: 

.Î tape is part of evidence they have 

„accumulated showing that a 'mili-. 
tary accident — friendly fre —. 
.| causedthecraah.. . ;. . | 

' În a Paris news Conference last 

week, Salinger and the co-author of i 
an investigative report Michael , 
Sommer, released what they said 
were photos taken from tlie Vidleo- 

tapê, ۴ 8 : 
` Salinger sald the missile that 
struck the planê was in pursyuilt of a 


by the U.S. Navy. 


have been obtained illegally. 


womau said. 


involved in this tragedy.” 


ofa terrorist act. 


tigatlons," Hall said, 


vapor in the tank, 


explosjve, ones, he , said,,. 
wouldn't have happened.", .' . 


im. and thqse,who' | | 
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away scol-free; she is compared to 
Ethel Mernıan and magicked into a 
crypto-lesbian. A Haitian appears 
briefly in order to become the cab- 
bie who steals the tabloid hack char- 
acter Furillo's ex-girlfriend. The 
Native American deaf burglar can 
barely : spell: and repeatedly calls 


„Ernest Haas's' severed .organ a 
,“tomahawlr" (to reporter Furillo, an 
. Italian, it is a “salami, " ‘but sadly a 


Pollah barman named Kratowski 
doesr't stick around long enough to 
cali ita “kielbasa”). 

There is not much more to say 


. about this book, a problem Lefcourt 


seemed to grapple with early on, 
since he spends page after page hav- 


.ing different characters rehash and 
'repeat the plot, permitting endless 


opportunities for gags and penile eu- 
phemisms. 

And yet, ironically, at the end of a 
250-page deliberation, the reader 
learns absolutely nothing more 
about the bloody little drama that 
was plopped (lown in the first 12 
pages other than that Lefcourt andl 
his characters would like the story 
to make it to the movies. : 

They'll probably get their wish, 
just as Audrey gets hers — to serve 


'as a pointer girl on the Weather 


Channel, even though, as the hard- 
boiled blonde lawyer who sneaks in 
briefly points out, “I don't know about 
you, but ik sounds like a big yawn to 
me." Because, as Lefcourt knows sO 
well, the reading and viewing public 
don't care İf a story holds together, as 
long as the people who enact it look 
good cuffed to a stove. 


— as for the Kenyan, who knows? 
— to the random vagaries of war, 
but attributes his own neardeath, 
and the neardeath of the refugee 
affairs officer, to their being blacks 
in Africa. “War's firat horror," says 
Scott Anderson in a recently pub- 
lished essay in Harper's nıagazine, 
“is not that people die for perverse 
reasons, for a cause, but that they 
die for no discernible reason at all 

„ . Mone of it is knowable — nothing 
is revealed as foolish or wrong or 
naive — until it is too late.” Yet here 
is Richburg, an international 
journalist doing what international 
Journalists invariably do, chasing 
famine, disease, insurrections and 
especially wars, and seemingly for- 
getting, now and then, what veteran 
soldiers and sensoned journaliats 
know: War doean't care. And so it 
appears that he may be merely 


buttress an argument he suspects i i8 
fundamentally weak. ,' ', 
The Irony is that, it probably ien't. 
s0 weak, for surely we live in a ime 
when being black and American ia 
not tHe eaay Oxymoron it nce was. 
But while there arê abundant dan-. 
gers.in romanticizing one’s mother- 


: land, fatherland; or some gone-by 
gra, dişmissing. Afrocentrism with-, | ' 
o adequately taking into geçount; | 


the. exigencies that prû iL 
insults its’ adherents whi E bine 
short shrift to: la 1 hE 
Besides, Afrocentriiam. and ‘black 
American patriotism are not mutu- 
Bly elusle. 2 

Finally; and most ‘Important,’ his 


` using certain narrative moments to 


wrong plate] a black man in Africa” 


experience as a crack 
television writer and 
scriptwriter, clearly got 
wind of H.L. Mencken's 
adagêé early — that no 
one will ever go broke un- 
dereštimating the intelli- 
. gence ofr taste of the 
American people —-and 
installed it on his mental 
screen saver, He. is too 
smart for Abbreviating 
Ernie to be a bad book — 
far from it. It is as difficult 
.to pull your eyes away 
from these compromised 
pages as it is not to look 
at an accident on the 
highway — this even 
` though the author hurls 
one character or plot ele- 
ment after another out 
the door as he speeds 
along and finally, with 
one great heave, the 
‘whole plot itself, which is 
sacrificed in favor of the 
more engrossing project 
of getting Furillo laid. ' 
It is a hateful book, 
however, cynically and 
venomously composed 
'twixt sleep and televislon. You get 
the feeling that the author never 
met a stereotype he didn't like or a 
woman that he did — unless that 
woman was a hot babe, preferably 
Asian, who knew how to dress, and 
whose greatest wish was to be 
undressed, 
As for stereotypes: The judge 
gets to wear black, but doesn’t get 


short, his color difference is an ad- 
vantage. 

But in Kenya, a black American 
admits to him that “I'd rather be 
black in South Africa under 
apartheid than go through what I'm 
going through here.” Richburg re- 
sponds, “Sadly, I1 knew exactly what 
she meant,” and he relates several 
of the indignities he has exper 
enced being mistaken for an Indige- 
nous African. One begins to suspect 
that Richburg prefers the kind of 
gspecialness conferred upon rela- 
tively pri d minorities, that he 
wants to be defined by the color of 
his skin. But this ambivalence 
sharpens into real dissonance when 
Richburg relates the story of three 
of his colleagues (two white, one 
Kenyan) who are murdered while 


‘covering a mass-killing in Somalia. 


He laments their deaths, but con- 
cludes that, given the place, the peo- 
ple and the times, probably little 
could have been done.to prevent the 

. Such is the unpleasant lot 
of journalists covering war, But 


later, when he himself seems oi the, 


brink of death (having beeii mis- 


‘taken: for a SomalD, he concludes: 
` “Being- black in Africa. I felt: tears . 


welling up in my eyes , .. It dawned 
on. me then how çilo! E 

belng just another Statistle, All be- 
cause I wa§ a black mad İn the 


(emphasis nine), Later, he commie 
.black ۰ American 
refugee officer in Rwanda, 
who bitterly: confesses to him that 


being black in Africa is “an absolute [ 


the et of it gop feledd andok] bı 


Mould 
wWould.ernl 1 iQ peer thr hn: 
ı Wp He P 1g! 
and note ‘thet Aiica و1‎ jn hel and 
tist mehow be.daved;-« . < 


Richburg’'s personal 0 
agohnles seem almost 1 


' erates witli a . 


Including the Kitchen. Sink 


ILLUSTRATION BY ANTHONY RUSSO 


familiar to anyone who's ever seen 
or heard of Columba, Watergate, or 
OJ. — the grubby, loveable cop, the 
wily male reporter, the pushy fe- 
male reporter, the secret mistrese, 
the ballbreaking female lawyer, the 
acerbic judge — and invites them in 
to feast on the carrion of his plot. It's 
Babbitt meets Bobbitt. 

Lefcourt, wlio has logged years of 


Unsentimental Journey 


dread . . . Partially, it was the fear 
that I would not like it, that I would 
find the poverty . . . too depressing,” 


and that "perhaps Africa would re- 


ject me, Perhaps Africa would force 
me” to choose sides. And later he 
adds, oddiy, “I was uncertain what it 
would be like . . . for once not stand- 
ing out in a crowd.” 

Its this last remark that makes 
this exceedingly compelling narra- 
tive rather emotionally opaque. For 
while it's hard to help growing in- 
creasingly pained and alarmed as 
Rithburg’s powerful, heartfelt prose 
take us from the disintegration of 
Somalia, to the titerally wholesale 


butchery in Rwanda, to the AIDS. 


riddled atreets of Nairobi, to the 
. bizarre brutality of the Liberian civil 


beside the point,. .. 
given the massive ' 
horror he describes 


‘war, one continually gliripses some- 
thing out the corner'of the eye that 
averts one's gazefrom'the heart of 
darkness to the blurry, heart of the 
‘messenger, It would. sem that Rich-’ 
burg’s ambivalence and “racial” 


securities quitê ' dearly ' dlaqualify : 
“Ê But-later; " ا‎ Richburg .hênrs-of= |-glerzت‎ 


and miid-{or thlt-narrative: 


. (where he is-now bureau ci ef for-| 


The Post, in' Hong Kong: 


walk to the front of the nê :at an.| . 


3 : how her 0 may, not havg 


beên a factor iri hı 
ا‎ so iti th 
ting.. to, attribute 


unter, Doqrg 


you. You can't con! 


give you aticket, even ithe. tbe: ok .» 
ght | 
n. ali ofhis three'white' ileal 


you spêedig through: 


have to take sides.” | 


„ Whileen route ' 


!episodes . 0f stoveside 
,S&M that something 
goes wrong — or rather, 
e E Mrs. Haas, 
who has n playfully: . 
handcuffed to پا‎ 
:suddenly finds that her 
` husband has become. im- 
moblle while they're 
ı going at it and that she is 
"trapped, unable to reach 
the keys to the cuffs, all 
alone except for the dron- 
‘ing company of the Honıe 
Shopping Channel on the 
kitchen TV, Ever-sug- 
gestible, increasingly hys- 
terical, Audrey sees a 
carving knife come up on 
the screen and promply 
remembers her own tele- 
ordered knife, plugs it in, 
and cuts off her hus- 
band's penis to detach 
him from her, Immedi- 
ately afterwards, a deaf, 
six-foot-five Native Ameri- 
can burglar named Em- 
manuel Longhouse breaks in, just in 
time to feed Audrey lasagna and 
depart from: the scene with the 
weapon. Ernest Haas is dead; 
whether he died before or after his 
wife's impromptu surgery is hard to 
say, and Audrey, practically brain- 
dead in any case, is of no help in 
unravelling the mystery. And so Lef- 
court rounds up the usual suspects, 


well as his rejection of Afrocentrism. 
"There is a sense," he writes, 
“rightly or wrongly, that a measure 
of our esteem as a black race in 
America is somehow tied to the suc- 
cess or failure of independent black 
governments running their own 
shows in Africa.” Yet later he adds, 
“the reaffirmation of some kind of 
lost African Identity is rooted more 
in fantasy than reality," and black 
Americans would be better off 
putting “their energies into making 
America work better, into realizing 
the dream of a multiraclal society, 
than in clinging to the myth that we 
belong anyplace else.” And he calls 
upon all black people to “start ad- 
mitling that the enemy is within.” 

To help the reader get to the root 
of his ideological inclinations, Rich- 
burg recounts some of the more 
salient detalla of his life. THiough hé 
was born and raised In the Detroif 
of the 60s; and therefore influenced 
by: the soclopolitical ay of 
those days, his early childhood 
neighborhood was Integrated; he 
attended integrated şctiools, and. 
. many. of his friends ‘were white. 
ا ا ا‎ trouble arose between 
blacks and whites he felt:himself to 
be “on both sidéş, on neither side — 


b' 
We gather that, prlor to his life in 
Africa, 


e felt relatively coal toward . 


m,. fairly unsure of the’ 
epthı .of..his. own blécknêss, an 


e interested in 


"After eollege; a8 a staff reporter 
for The Post, he took a manthlong 
vatativn" through much of Europe. 
and Northern 


d Spain, a West 
belween Francs and Spal Hit, Philippines, he writes, 


African , - cotraveler agkedl. 


ut iıwardly’ he| 
8 tha gk: he “nndst some- 
rel oe he that the 
Aiea. fllêd’ me wlth Î without your liceiise.” Jn 


wliether he'd been to “black Africa.” 
: eed that hg hadi't bad the 
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Teal Sohillinger 
ABBREVIATING ERNIE 
By Peter Lefcourt: . 
et N. $24 
ETER LEFCOURTS new 


“novel, Abbreviating Ernie, is 
an acid-etched caricature of 


an America that soaks in a sitz bath 


muddied' by home shopping, tele- 
vised show trials, and Prozac. The 
book's sordld main subject is the fall 
of a degraded and dull ıniddle-aged 
couple named Audrey and Ernest 
Haas. Audrey is a larval creature, 
sluggish, mopey, weepy and unem- 
ployed,. wio uses sadsack TV 
movies of the week like an IV and 
who contemplates leaving the house 
only when her Tupperware collec- 
lion needs replenishing. (To call her 
maggotlike insults ıthe energetic 
purposefulness of ‘that busy grub, 
which does. at least eventually turn 
into a developed creature with com- 
pound eyes and wings.) Ernest, it is 
enough to-say, is a urologist. 

Carl .Furillo, Lefcourts stock 


hack tabloid-journalist character 


(picture Jeff Goldblum in The Big 
Cri 


, describes the Haases as “a 


quiet couple living in a green-and- 


white Dutch Colonial house on a 
quiet street in middle America who, 


neverthèless, enjoyed cross-dress- 


concludes, “Thank: God 
ancestor; ` brought 
ocean 


t and üinwanted mino ty 


ing and bondage i in their knotty-pine 
kitchen." It is during one of these 


Seoul food . . . while South Koreans enjoy u high stanclard of living, 
in the North people are on the verge of star vation 


since HGH will planning policies fur 
rvunificalion, insisls it las many 
plans fur the various scenarios lt 
could end the divide, Bul the ist Reginald McKnight 
is so sensîlive Ulıal nu governmenl : 

official woulcl speak abou ا ت‎ A Black Man 
revortl. Norlh Korea considers 

sion uf unificalion plans | ehB Hen ر‎ 


peninsula speak the same language 
and share a history and custonıs. 
An estimated onc«uarter of South 
Koreans have relatives in tlhe North. 
Although the halfcentury clivide is 
just a heartbeat in the peninsula's 
long history, significant differences 
have evolved in how (tlhe lwo 
societies function. 

The South Korean governmenl is 
belng accusekl of failing lo pla ttle- 
cıuately for {he problems thal ire 
sure to accompany a sudden col- 
lapse of the Nurth. Crilles argue 
that Seo is nol devoting enough 
funcls for such plans ancl is unwisely 
pinning Its hopes on a gmclunl clraw- 
ing together of Ihe lwo cotunlrits. 

The 520-member Unifiation 
Milulsiry, whlch has been cluurgel 


sult, they suitl. 

Despite the general fear of revs 
fication among Soulh Koreans 
sume here siy lhey have 4 
bility to tackle the problem 
j, rulher than leaving 
len to fulure generations. , 
Telon'l go Ihirougla thls ordesl, 
sail Kinı Jat Suon, 49, slipping cok 
fee unl eating cake in the Tera 
Cafe, “i will be my children O 
xrandehiklren." 


س 


Basel on evidence derelopet 
the El Dorado 
TnCen, Kelly e Ru 
wlıal is known as a Ger 
Ling Order against e 12 ا‎ 
' companies. ۳ 
Phe! federel Bank 


I under the 


BITH B. RICHBURG writes 
0 America as 
e's in for it. And he 
Probably is, for Richburg, a black 
Journalist served three years 
{89194) as The Washington Post's 
bureau chietin Africa, describes the 
continent as little more than “a place 
the ا‎ antl brightest minds 
in dark prison cells. Where 
& ruthless warlord alms mortar 
hela into a crowded market place, 
Bnd where teenagers atrip down 
ars andl fit thent withı antiaircraft 
Buns to roam the streets terrorizing 
)ا‎ . Where a dictator .begs 
2 onal, community for 
ald to avert mass hunger even 
E e lnternatlonal alr- 
town ...a 
recy Act, requireçl ‘ihe comp place poor home! 
nies lo report all tanger Ci, where 


bia of $750 e e in Os uy 
Before the oriler, o to 
uver $10,000 hed to. e ge 
uncler federal law. 1 
After tlre new ff 
were an 
noticed sone ‘immediate 
Three of the ا‎ at 
tance companies st gendi 
funds. to Colombia, and 
nine saw dramatic f 


amount of funds, transfered, 
In addition, 


= 


officials said. Proseculors ancl 
investigators lınve (lubbed Rouse- 
vell Avenue in the Jackson Hcighls 
section of Queens "ground zero" for 
such transactions lo Colontbin, witlı 
literally hunclreds of stores offering 
such services. Some of (he cumpa- 
nies were unwilling parlicipanls in 
the cirug trade, while others were 
directly involved, the officials sall, 

Rogue transfer agents have heen 
convicted of transmitting hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in Illegal pro- 
ceeds to the cities of Cali, Medellin, 
and Bogota, said Bonnie Klapper, an 
assistant U.S, attorney for the East- 
ern District of New York, The cash 
was delivered to storefronts by a 
drug-money “mules,” whose job was 
simply to wire the currency. 

It soon became clear that the 
amounts of money transferred was 
far more than the Colombian com- 
munily, whose median income is 
about $27,000, could support, Klap- 
per said. 

The findings grew out of the 
work done by a federal, state and 
local task force dubbed “The El 
Dorado,” which was set up in 1992 
to combat money laundering in the 
New York City area. 


Americans to utter withiöut at least a 
1 shade f misgivingrand Richburg is 
np sxc eptlon, “Being black İn Amer- 
n RO Etr 

of your rence, 
jined by the color of your skin.” 


inthe country of thelr Dlith.” 
: time, Richi elr bi 


Dior. Here, hip South Koreans cirive 
sports cars to expensive nightclubs, 
and fine restaurants serve heaping 
portions of filet mignoıı ancl Korean 
barbecue. 

Thirty miles away in North 
Korea, International ail workers 
say, people are on tlıe verge of star- 
vation, hospitals and homes have no 
heat, and factories are shut for lack 
of fuel. Few people have telephones, 
a black-and-wlıite onechanne! tele- 
vislon iş a luxury ancl the leaving of 
one's village, let alone the country, 
is forbidden by law. North Koreans 
all wear the same style slıirt or scarf 
because that is all the lone state-run 
factory procluces. 

The phenomenal differences 
between the lwo societies are what 
scare most South Koreans. “They 
think their leader is God; we throw 
ours in jail," said Park Kum Soo, a 
Seoul office clerk, referring to two 
former presidents here recently 
convicted of corruption and treason. 

Nicholas Eberstadt, a Korea spe- 
cialist at the American Enterprise 
Institute in Washington, said thal 
while there are many differences 
between the (erman antl Korean 
experiences, Germany provides a 
useful benchmark. 

North Korea is far more impover- 
ished than East Germany was, he 
said, but he is not convinced the 
costs of unity would be higher here. 
Much of the $700 billion Bonn has 
spent on reunification wenl to 
bestowing on eastern Germany the 
unemployment insurance and other 
social welfare benefits of the west, 
but South Korea has no such wel- 
fare system. 

In other ways, unily could be 
tougher, As Eberstadt sald, “Tor- 
giveness and reconciliation will be 
hard” because the North and South 
“fought a blood war with each other 
and almost every family lost soıme- 
bocdly to the other side." 

Choıı, whose husband makes a 
good living in the thriving semicon- 
ductor business here, said slie wor- 
rles that after a haifcentury of 
“being brainwashed” into thinking 

that socialism and collectivization 
are the righteous way, North Kore- 
ans will not be able to adapt to lıer 
world of private property and Incli- 
viclual enterprise. 

Korcans from both sides of ihe 


Acutely aware of the pains, aud 
the price, of Gernıan unification — 
from the unpopular 7.5 percent in- 
come tax surcharge west Gerınans 
had to pay to that unified country's 
unemployment and social problems 
— many South Koreans echo the 
complaint of the woman at the 
‘Terazzo Cafe: Who needs it? 

“Only recently have we learned 
how bad things are lnside Nortlı 
Korea,” said Chıung Moon Sook, 49, 
as she shared afternoon tea with 
Chon. "When we were in the clark, I 
was all for the idea of unification. 
But now I am worried not just about 
the financial problems, but lhe pol- 
lution up there, the nuclear waste, 
the uncerlainly of what olher prob 
leıms are Involved.” 

The most daunting task facing 
the Seoul government is the antici 
pated eventual fusion of two com- 
pletely different nations, and 
reluctance on its citizens’ part will 
ouly add to the burden. Protests, 
strikes and turımoil over unification 
would be a governınent nightmare. 

“Building a consensus for the sac- 
rifice that unity will bring will be a 
harcl job," one government official 
said. "A very hard job." 

Ho Yang Kang, spokesman for 
lhe National Unification Ministry, 
said that while most South Koreans 
share the “firm basic philosopliy 
that we must be united, there are 
many different Ideas about how and 
when.” 

Along Seoul's conspicuously 
wealthy Rodeo Drive, named after 
the famous shopping street in Bev- 
erly Hills, it is difficult to imagine 
comrades from the North strolling 
past the shops of Armani, Gucci and 
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Koreas Across the Great Divide | ıs 


Many in the South fear 

the cost of helping the 
impoverished North, writes 
Mary Jordan in Seoul 


ITH Beethoven's Symr 

phony No. 4 playing in 

the background, Chon Jin 
Sook sat with her friends in the Ter- 
azzo Cale in the city’s ritziest shop” 
ping district and admitted tlıat one 
of the last things she ever wants to 
see is a unified Koren. 

The 5Q-year-olcl flutist, who wore 
red Ferragamo slıoes and a rock- 
sized diamond on her middle finger, 
frelled about the chaos and cost of 
uniting her prosperous nation witlı 
North Korea, one of tlie world's most 
inıpoverished, "Things are very 
good here. [ dlon't want chaos," she 
said. "I like the way things are now." 

Reunification of the Korean 
Peninsula, cleaved by ideology and 
barbed wire since the end of World 
War II, is the official goal of the 
South Korean government. Buut for 
many South Koreans wlio have 
grown accustomed to a Fist World 
standard of living, the idea of reunit- 
ing with their Third World siblings 
is far more attractive as a wish than 
a reality. 

The prospect of a united Koren is 
growing here, along with increas- 
ingly urgent reports of tle North's 
economic meltdown, And as the 
prospect does grow, more South 
Koreans are worried that their own 
lives may soon change for the 
worse, that the high times that have 
accompanied their “econoniic mira 
cle" could dissolve into hard times, 
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New York Funnels Cash to Drug Cartels 


ing regulatory system,” sail Stan 
Morris, director of the Treasury 
Departmenl's Financial Crimes En- 
forcement Network (FinCen). 

Wire-transfer companies provide 
a valuable service in lower-income 
and immigrant communities, which 
often do not have access to banks or 
more traditional financial. institu- 
tions, Mortis said. But as authori- 
ties have stepped up efforts to 
combat money laundering through 
banks, drug cartels have increas- 
ingly turned to less-regulated ser- 
vices such as the wire-transfer 
companies to avoid detection, he 
said. 

Concerned about the implications 
of the investigation’'s findings, con- 
gressional leaders held a hearing 
last week to discuss its ramifica- 
tiong. and deternıine whether new 
guidelines are needed to better reg- 
ulate the wire-transfer industry. 

The 12 targeted conıpanies, 
which have not bëen publicly identi- 
fied, provide service to the roughly 
25,500 Colombian immigrant house- 
holds in the New York City area, 


other startling indicator of the mam- 
moth scale of the nation’s illicit drug 
market and revealed how the 
largely unregulated money-transfer 
industry has ernerged as a new and 
important conduit for funneling 
cash to international drug cartels, 
law enforcement officials say. 

“This was a prinıary means of the 
Cali cartel getting their money out 
of New York," sall Raymond Kelly, 
undersecretary for enforcement at 
the the Treasury Department. “It's 
mind-boggling, the number of peo- 
ple who are involved." 

Federal investigators determined 
that the 12 wire-transfer companies 
employed 1,600 agents who in one 
year alone transferred an estimated 
$800 million to Colombia, about 
$300 million of which is suspected 


to be drug money. Treasury Depart-. 


ment officials have since imposed 
emergency restrictions on the 12 
wiretransfer companies, requiring 
them to document certain transac- 
flons bound for Colombia. 

“We have identified a significant 
gap in our nation’s money-launder- 


Plerre Thomas 


HREE or four times a day, some 

of Carlile Patel's best cus- 
tomers would wander into his 
cramped convenience store at 3421 
37th Avenue in the borough of 
Queens in New York City and 
methoflically fill out the wire-trans- 
fer forıns Western Union requires 
for shipping money overseas. 

“They keep coming back, they 
keep coming back all day long,” 
Patel said. He long suspected the 
men were working for drug cartels. 

He was right. 

Federal authorities have identi 
fied 12 businesses in the New York 
area that were used to wire more 
than $1.2 billion a year to South 
America, including hundreds of 
millions of dollars in illegal drug 
ptoceeds destined for Colombian 
cartels. The companies are affili- 
ated with businesses ranging ftom 
lıeeper sales outlets to travel agen- 

fo mom-and-pop convenience 
stores such es Patel's, officials said. 
„ The discovery has provided an- 
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. arens assodated with the Political Economy Research Centre. 
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excellent 5A rating in the recent Research Assesemert Exercise, making 
It one of the lop Polikcs research departments in Ihe UK. A Indted 
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UNIVERSITY POST REF. NO 
| Africa and the Caribbean 
Î Botswana L Biological Sclances W45657 
Bolswana 1. Language Education W45658 
4 Botswana . SL/L Soclal Studies W45668 
6 West Indias (Barbados) Gurrlculum Development Speclalist W45637 
j Wet Indias (Trinidad) PISL Economics ` W45639 
# West Indies (Trinldad) . PISL Productlon Enginearing & Management W45640 
E West Indles (Trinklad) SL/L Curriculum Studles W45641 
West Indies (Trinldad) SL/L Pharmaceutics W46642 
& West Indies (Trinklad) SRF/RF Selsmlc Research Unlt W45643 
West Indies (Trinidad) UAL Human Resource Management W46644 
West Indlss (Trinidad) Accountanl/Aselstant Aocountant W45646 
Africa (Zimbabwe) Vice-Chancellor W45605 
NUST (Zimbabwe) Director, NUST, Graduate School of Business W45649 
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.Hong Kong. . . 
Chinese Unlv. Hong Kong „ L Obstetrics and Gynaacology W45632 
Hong Kong Baptist Unlv. Dean of Social Sclences W45B54 
University of Hong Kong AP/ASP Clvll & Structural Engineering W45628 
University of Hong Kong ' Dean/Facully of Dontisiry W45630 
University of Hong Kong Research Fellows W45636 
University of Hong Kong ASP Electrical & Elactronlc Engineering W45638 
University of Hong Kong ASP Engineering Design W45652 
University of Hong Kong ASP Mechanles of Fluids W45653 
University of Hong Kong ASP Consumer Psychology W45655 
New Zealand 
Canterbury L Psychology W45631 
Canterbury SL/L Soclal Work Practice W45650 
Canterbury L Cross-cultural Social Work W458651 
3, Otago (Christchurch) Ghalr Cardiovascular Studlas W45634 
Otago (Dunedin) SLA Orthodontics W45646 
Otago (Dunedin) SL/L Higher Educatlon Development Centre W45647 
Paclfle 
Brunel Research Fellowships 1998 W45633 
South Pacitic (FI) F Financıal Management W45835 
United Kingdom 
Cambridge L Drama & Poetry W45648 
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FACHHOCHSCHULE HARZ, 
Faculty of Business Studies 


THREE PROFESSORSBIPS FOR 
SERVICE INDUSTRIES/TOURISM 


Applications are invited from candidates with teaching and research interests in two of the following 
aspects of Service |ndustry and Tourism Management: . . 

Transportation Management 

` Management of airlines, railway and coach operators 

Health tourism and spa clinic management . 

Cultural and natural geography in tourism 

Environmental management of tourism operationg 

Management of lelsure facilities of significance for tourism (museums, civic cenircê, adventure 

swimming pools etc.) 

Travel agency management/new sales and distribution channels in tourism 

Multimedia applicationa and new media in touriam . 

Communications and reservation systems and their implementation in the touriam industry 
Candidates should hove graduated in Economles or Business Administration or one of the disciplines 
listed, or alternatively in Economic Geography or Business Information Technology. A Ph.D. or other proof 
or particular aptitude for academic and research work wilt bo an advantage, All candidates must have at 
leasl five years of professional experience, or which at least three must be in posis oulslde the education 
system. The successful candidate will be expecled to acquire fluency in German. 


Salary will bo at an appropriate point on either the C2 scale: DM 82,000- DM 108,000 P.a. or the C3 scale: 
DM 88,000- DM 120,000 p.a. according to age, qualifications and experience. 


The Fachhochschule Harz operates an equal opportunities policy, and expressly invites applications from 
female candidates. Disabled candidates will receive preference where aplilude and qualification are 
otherwise equal. 


Fachhochschulen are public sector university-level institutions of applied studies. The Fachhochschule 
Harz is a recently founded Institution of the State of Saxony-Anhalt, located in Wernigerode. Wernigerode 
is a rapidly developing town and administrative centre with an intact infrasiructure in an attractive locaton 
on the edge of tho Harz Mountains. 


Candidates should submit applicalions, including a full CV, career description, with details of teaching and 
industrial and commercial experience, and an ındication of when they would be available to take up an 
appointment within one month of the appearance of this adverlisement to: 


Rektorat der Fachhochschule Harz 
Friedrichstr. 57-59 

38855 Wernıgerode 

Germany 


Further particulars tay be obtained from the Dean of the Faculty of Business Studies (Tel: +49 3043 654 200; 
E-:Mail:wcorne1z(gflı-harz.de} 


Cranfeld 


UNIVERSITY 
School of Management 


Management for Development Specialists 


Helping development specialists working for governments, NGOs and other 
development agencies, to hecome more effective managers by deepening thelr 
knowledge of current management practice, and developing the skills and 
compctencles necded to use that knowledge effectively. 


23 June to 4 July 1997 
Strategies for Change: Managing NGOs 


Helping NGO staff to develop the knowledge and sktlls to managc rapld organisational 
change, and to implement strategles designed to bulld the organisational capacity of 
NGOa in times of unpredictable political and economic change. 


22 September to 17 October 1997 


Further Information from Dr John Halley, International Development Centre, 
Cranfleid School of Management, Cranfleld. Bedford, England MK43 OAL. 
Tel +44 (0) 1234 751122, Fax +44 (0) 1234 754420, Email J.c.wheeley@cranfield,ac.uk 
Internet: ttp://www.cranficld.ac.uk./sûm ر‎ 
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Cranfield Liniversily la an exenipt charity offering « centre of excellence for reearch nd educatlon. . 
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about loss of credit, she sald. In the 
worst cases, findings are altered by 
the people wriling up a project 
paper after the key researcher — 
“the person who was drenched ln 
{he empirical detail" — has lef the 
department. . 
ccasionally wronged 
searchers do make a stand, Thee 
are (wo cases currently running in 
Scoltislh universities, said Mr 
Bryson. Because universities invart 
ably "wash their hands of the mat. 
ter" and plead that the parties 
concerned ıwust sort it out, they are 
lengthy procetlures. 
The AUT ıIries to persuade the 
parlies lo accept Lhe adjudication of 
n legally qualified external arbitra 
tor but this is usually resisted by the 
person(s) coınplained of, he said 
Inu one of thie Scottislı cases the com 
plainant is now cleterınined to go to 
law, said Mr Bryson. This could 
prove a useful test case, according 
to Hector MacQueen, Professor of 
Private Law at Edinburgh Univer 
sity, 
But litigation does not address 
what a lay person might think lo be 
the most blatant wrong — the the 
of ideas and data. 

“There is no copyright İn eis 
and information, only in the fom of 
expression,” Professor Macdueen 
explained. To make a breach of 
copyright stick, a plaiotll would 
have to show that a disputed article 
or paper contained substantial 
chunks which were very similar lo 
what he or she hac already written 
clown. A plaintiff could also claim 
lhe right to be identified as an a ا‎ 
thor uf & work provided he or he | 
had contribıterl to the writing upal, : 
the pıuıblished material. 
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The programme will provide an analytloal por 
speative on tho complexities ofl aontomporary 
Irdustrinl growth and will onhanco tha skills of , 
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Tha course la direcied by Profseaora Colln' Kirkpatrlok 


` ‘This one-year course IS based In thë Deépartmiênt of’ 1 
` Film and Media Studiês, an RAE 5-rıled inter oe 
centre for research and teaching. The course iS 3 
` recognised.and covers such areas AS:  ’ 
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ment persuade them to give up their 
due place on the authors’ list. “Tye 
talked to a number of people who 
have been subtly talked nut of 
authorship iıı order to gel their can- 
tracls renewed, and in some cases 
their contrncls weren't renewed in 
the el." 

The chief reason the true exten 
of the nbuse remains ıınknown is 
that its victims are too scaretl for 
their current positions or fulure ca- 
reers to blow the whistle, according 
to the AUT. They rely so lıeavily on 
department hencls antl superiors for 
renewals of their contracts, or for 
goocl references when seeking work 
elsewhere, thal (hey endurc in si 
lence. 


the Research Assessment Exer- 

cise has boosted the incidence 
of abuse in recent years, It has in- 
creased pressure on research teams 
to hold on to data which departing 
staff have gathered. And it has. 
pushed permanent members in uni- 
versity clepartments to claim author- 
slıip on research carried out by 
temporary contract staff because 
RAE rules mean that multi-authored 
research papers can be submitted 
only once, according to Nathalie 
Fenton, an AUT official and social 
sciences lecturer at Loughborough 
university. “Sometimes it's felt bet- 
ter to knock a name or two off a 
paper, and it's usually the contract 
researchers wilo lose out.” 

She recalled a recent dispute 
where a university department was 
refusing to allow a departing re- 
searcher to take his work away 
when his contract finished. 

Victinıs’' anguish ls not simply 
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24 ACADEMIC POSTS & COURSES 


The abuse is serious because 
authorsltip on published researclı 
papers is the hard currency of the 
acadlemic world and vital lo an indi- 
vidual's career progress, explained 
Colin Bryson of St Andrew's uuiver- 
sily, who is researching fixecerm 
contracts in higher education, andl 
chairs the AUT's national fixed-term 
noncontract research committee. 
"Autlıors’ names go at the begin- 
ning aticl papers are usually remenı- 
bered by the authors’ names,” he 
said. In cases of joint authorship, 
they are often rememberedl by tle 
first name on the list, Five people 
might be namecl on a journal article 
but in footnote, andl other citalions 
forever ınore it will be recorclecl as 
Bloggs et al. 

In the small print at the end of 
papers can be found lists of names 
typically introduced by the words: “1 
(we) would like to acknowledge the 
following..." ' 

“Acknowledgments count for 
nothing in the academic world when 
it comes to writing CVs and apply- 
ing for academic jobs,” said Mr 
Bryson, “It can be quite easy for 
young researchers to be persuaded 
by their seniors to take a place in 
the acknowledgments becauise it is 
too great an honour at their stage of 
career to be included io the au- 
thors.” Sometimes the victims don't 
realise what is going on. They have 
often moved to a fresh post when 
the results of their previous re- 
search are published without their 
names on it. Often they know pre- 
cisely what is happening but accept 


„it as part of the arduous process 
:towards academic careers. 


Sometimes, says Mr Bryson, 
senior members of their depart 


Core courses are İi tlıe,prûcéss0d, economics nud rogulation of 
tho çnvirpnment, with a (lissertation in tho UK or Europa, 

` Options Include environmental auditing, land uşe, IS, risk, HU 
, | law, environmental ethics. e 
؛‎ j. Assessınent by courso work only. Studentships and bursaries 
.Avnllable, Excellent cureers record, Full imo or part inte. 

` ‘Entry, A good honours degree in selenco or social sclence, or 
Î comparable professlonal quallfications or experience. 
Prospiectus,:informatlo and applteatlon forın from Dr Gordon . 
Clark, Department of Geography, Lancaster University, Lancaster 
LAI 4YB. Emall G.Clark@lancaster.ac.uk. Tel: 01524 593740 
Fax: 01524 847099, 

A campus university dedicated to 
excellence through teaching and research. 
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EW. Usher Fellawshlp In Sculpture 
Tho award ls of £3000 per aamum foc two years. pls 
. | Invited froma art hbrtartaqş ind archaeologists who have recedlly completed (or are about to 
. f complete) p Master's, Dpjjtge and who wish to underlako research for hs dagres of PhD. 
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Archasol ogy by scholars with axpertiss, rapging frat 
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. Awards for Postgraduate Study .. 


of Art History and Archaeology 


from Antiqulty to he Preseni 


° Î the Depêrtment of Ari Histocy and 
Prehistory to the presoit day. ' : 
| For filler dotan of thu irağrameıea and awards contact ths Postgraduate Secretary, 
f, Unfreralty of Mancliester, Miancheatir’ 
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New guidelines are bringing the thorny issue of Intellectual property theft Into the open. Peter Kingston assesses the extent of the problem 


Daylight robbery 


happen is universities’ unwilling- 
neşs to get involved in authorship 
disputes, Now, in a new Cocle of Re- 
search Practice, Edinburgh univer- 
sity is pioneering an approach that it 
hopes will deter such abuse by de- 
partment heacls. The other Scottish 
higher education institutions have 
followed Edinburgh's example by 
publishing a joint researclı policy 
framework from which each can 
draw up tiıeir own codes. 

Although Edinburgh's code pro- 
vides only volunlary guiclelines on 
autlıorship issues, it is applaudecl as 
a significant step forward by the As- 
sociation of University Teachers, 
which says that Scottish institutions 
are way ahead of their English coun- 
terparts. The AUT is also preparing 
its own code of conduct on intellec- 
tual property rights and authorship, 
which is due to be completed in the 
spring, 

The true extent of what amounts 
in the worst cases to intellectual 
property theft in higher education is 
impossible to gauge, mainly because 
the victims are commonly the most 
vulnerable people in the research 
world. There are 28,000 contract 
research staff in UK universities. An 
unknown number of them get in 
sufficlent credit — sometimes no 
credit at all — for doing the bulk of 
the work for published pieces of 
work. The plaudits go instead to 
more senior academics, often the 
“fund-holders" who have won the 
cash grants to finance the projects 
but in sonıe cases have hadl nothing 
else to do with the work. 


3 1 INSTITUTET FOR 
GRADUATE STUDIES IN 
¢, SOCIOLOGY & SOCIAL POLICY LANCASTER UNIVERSITY | DE 
۴ M.Sc in European MANAGEMENT 
ا‎ A higher deg ¢ at a . Environmental A NEW 12-month postgraduate degreo 
9 centre of ‘excellence . Policy and Regulation programmo!r 
ا‎ . Environmontal problems need scientific knowledge url socinl Masters (MA Econ) in 
By Research ۰ . MAMPIuilU/PhD 2 selence understandlig for effectlve solutions, The corse focuses Industrial Strategy 
` Taught Courses: MA in Sociology ` onthe EU and its envirûnmentdl manageinent: 
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THE UNIVERSITY‏ . ا ا ا 
MA Stndentahlps to the value of £3000 MANOA‏ 
Applleasts are inviled to apply wlihin the MA programme of:‏ | ` 
Mediterranean Archaeology’ , 7‏ = 
Clty, and Coımlry: Af end Archilecuure ln Urban and Rural Experiences‏ » 


MA in Soclal & Public Polley 
„ MA in DisablIly Stucles 
’ Diploma:in Dlrsbilily Studies 
:[ 4 MA in Sociol Rescaseh 1 
"` Tle Sehoel has MODE A ESRC reognltlon for research awards, 
,BSRC, recognition, forall the full-timo taught MA programmes. 
Addlulonaily the School holds one quota award for the MA Soalal 
Resuasch, For which applications are.Invitcd. Candidates for highor 
` degreck may also apply for Universily of Leeds Siholarships. All 
schemés are normılly avallablê on a full- and part-lime basis oxcepl the 
Diploma in Disribility Studies which is only avallable part-time, 
Our areas of research supervision expertise include disability and health; 
ethnicity, “race” and policy; gender and sexuality; family, kinship and 
childhood; sociological theory; and social exclusion and social pollcy. 
For a comprehensive information pack please contact: Marie Ross 
(Tel: 4+ 44 113 233 4418), ‘School of Soclology and Social Policy, 
' The Unlversity of Leeds, Leeds L$2 9JT. Emel m! ross @leeds.ac.nk 
The, University of: Leeds promotes an Equal Opportunities Policy. . 


HE VILLAIN ln the most re- 
cent slıort story by Sir Henry 
Harris, the eminent former 
Oxford Regius Professor of Medi 
cine, ls loathsome Basil, a neuto- 
physiologist who habitually filches 
colleagues’ ideas. 

His magnum outrage, which 
made iim world famous, Was 
putting his name top of the autlıors' 
list on an article launching a major 
cliscovery in genetics — not even 
his specialist field. According to 
scientific convention, that meant the 
innovalion was chiefly his, 

But the discovery was really by 
Leonid, an obscure Soviet scientist, 
who had managed to get an exeat to 
the West. His name came second on 
the article and he won none of the 
recognition he dleserved, Leonid 
later killed himself, 

Basil, Sir Henry insists, is a fic- 
tional character but "the theme is 
not fictional". Things have changed 
since the late 1950s when the young 
Dr Harris asked his DPhil supervl- 
sor, the penicillin pioneer Howard 
Florey, to add his name to anı article 
he had written. ‘T1 don’t put my 
name on papers to which I haven't 
made a material contribution,” the 
great man snapped. 

Such scruples are no longer uni- 
versal, says Sir Henry. “There are 
some labs around the world and in 
this country wiıere the head of de- 
partment is suclı a dominant figure 
that he puts his name on everything 


that goes out of his lab, whetlıer he . 


has contributed to it ar not.” 


One of the reasons this abuse can 1 


` UNIVERSITY OF 


` Afrlcan Environmental History Studentships 


Up to three fully-funded Graduaté Reseerch Studentships ad offared by the 
Rhodes Race Relations Fund Cotrmillsa at the .Univeralty of Oxford ln the 
fleld ot African environmental history {rots October 1887, 

Further partlculars and application forms from Charlee Shaw, Unlverslty 
Offloea, Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2Jb; Fax: (01885) 270708. E-mail! 
charlea.shaw@admin.ox,so,uk ا کو ا‎ 
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Country Directors 


Vietnam 
Active in the area since 1989, ACTIONAID 
Vietnam supports poOverty-focussed 


programmes In 3 provinces in Northern 
Vietnam. Diplomatic and politically astute you 
wil! work closely and through government within 
a very polilically sensilve framework. All| 
programme Inltlatves ara wel researched and 
disseminated to key development players in 


ACTIONAID 
works with 


some of the 
wos poo: N © Pp al & Viletna m 
Vislonary leaders with gxCceptlons! 
communltles In communication skis, you wll lead and manage 
Africa, Asia and these highly visbia operatlore, developing and 
Latin America, ا اا‎ Our واوو ب‎ 
are run al mum 1 

helping them to A minimum ol 5 years' senlor management 
help themselves experience In the development word will be 
to a more coupled with outstanding negotiating skits along 
with the ability to lead professional and highly 

secure and 


Vietnam. REF: VT1OO0, 


We offer salaries in the region of 
£25,709-£26,748 with full international terms 
and condillons of service, If the appointment 
involves expetriation, 
Written applications, supported by CV, and 
quoting appropriate reference ahoufld be 
forwarded to Ma Aklla, Kansam, Intemational 
Human Resources Officer, ACTIONAID, 
Hamlyn House, Macdonald Road, Arohway, 
London N19 BPG. UK. Applications may also 
be faxed to (London) 00 44 171 263 7813 or 


` e-mailed to akllak@acilonaic'.org.uk. 


Closing dete: 14 April 1897. Pleaea note only 


„shortlisted applicants will be contaotaed. 


Wb nini to be an eqil oçporh niles 6t npr: 


ACTIONAID 


ACTIONAID is o regiatorad charlly no, 274487 


(based in Nairobi) 


PROGRAMME MANAGER 


SOF has been working in South Sudan under tha auspices of "Operatlon Lifelirıe 
Sudan" since 1991. In the pasi Ine programme has focused on providing ıtenrs to boost 
household food security and responding lo shnor-l{arm emergency nemis. SCF has also 
baen developing veterinary, educatlon and water projecls to assist communities trapped In 
the context of this chronlc complex ernergency. More recently the progranrme has been 
expanding ıts work in the area ot child rights. 

As Programmes Manager, Nairobi, you wll play a Key role in the development of overall 
programma strategy, management and dırecllon of tha administration, finance and support 
services. ‘fou will also need lo maintain a close working ralationahip with the Prograrnrme 
Manager - Field who 1s located at Our forward base In Lokichoggio and will be requlrad io 
make regular Lips lo this area. To meet the challenges of this post you will have at least 2 
ysars' senlor management exparlance In relief and development programmas, strong 
rapresentational and comrmunlcallon skills, proven experience In team and finanıcial 
managemenîf, reporl writing, proposal conceptusflsatlon, design and preparaiıon. 

This posi is offered on a 12 month contract and has accompanied status. Salary 
should be tax free. You can also expect a generous benefits package, Including 


committed teams. Diplomatic, sensitive and 


astute individuals you will have proven strategic 
planning and organisational ablitles, coupled 
with an analytical, fnanclaliy adepi approach. 
The ability lo infuance and liaise with other 
organisations and Government at all levela, 
plus an understanding of lha social and 
economic environment and famillarlty wilh the 
language, of the appropriata country, would be 
particularity useful. 


Nepal ٤ ٤ 
We have been working wilh poor. and 
disadvanlaged members of society in Nepal 


positive future. 


IAs 


Briwying a beter sinca 1882. We currently run programmes in 

three geographical areas, work in, partnership 

or fal cles wiih local NGOo in two mora and support a 

: number of micro projects and policy nfluencing 

For more Information inillatlves. ACTIONAID Nepal Is among the 

about ACTIONAID please leading NGOs promoting poverty focussed 

visit our web alta: airategles and programmes REF: NP2O0., 

www.oneworid.orglactionakd. 


South Sudan 
£19,661 p.a. 


.| TANZANIA 1997 


Fancy dolng 

"somalhing usetul'? 

Spend thıee month ving and 
working In rural Africa or health 
ralated Vilage projects. No eklê 

needed. It you're 

18-28, find out how by calling 

Health Projeots Abroad 
on 01629 840053. 


E 


CARE] 


The Health Secor Cunrdinator will supervise the Prulect Managers (rom the 6 curren health pmiects al CARE 
” Î gen and develop ıe country offices health purfclr» in Wight of USAID's deparrure Iran Higer la December 
IAB Fesponsibilittes, Supervise, con h and assess tex h.d anlsuance and ualning needs of project managers, 
delu Project Managers In planning and prrgrany, rep“rtiog and representarioa lacks, Organlze donnr visits ta 
the fldd, represent CARE In Natlenal Health Coınuraluces, donor conferences, and prujecı speafh. meelngt, 
dnl Projet Manager in huigeling, flnanclal and adınjniuratlve asks, organizes process lo condense lesgons learned for he CARE Niger 
Hnlth sector, develops tbe health portfolio in Hine with new donor opportunltes and lesşons learned. Qualiflcauons: 40% travel to the eld, 
Bued In Nialuey, flue French, eavellent generalist (repro bealth care, AIDS/HIV, Child Survival, Social Markerlng) background «nd 
erperlroce, preferahly in ılıe Sahel ur Wes Afrıca, rzcellent cuaching and tralning skills ıo ptimlze Country Office buunan resources, 
cell netwnrking and PR tllls, pruwen funrdratsing capacity, compumer prolldency, prrprial wrliag and reporılng skills 


PROJECT MANAGER - SOCIAL MARKETING OF CONTRACEPTIVES PROJECT - Niamey, Niger. 


International Rescue Committee 


Wailer Engineer (Cyangu gu, Rwanda)! University degreo in civil | : 
|: | sagiroering; two years axperlenee in water and sanitatfon; knowledge of 
. | pearicides and vector control In a reliof situation; oxpoericnce in Africa; 


knowledge of Preach preferrod; knowlege ofr wordperfect 6.1 Lotus for 
Windows. Positon for 12 months. ° 

Fleld Coordinator'‘(KIbungo, Rawatida): Requirements: University 
degree, 2-3 years’ work experience oversées; previous experience .ih East 


Allien preferred; previous work éxperlence In o refugee relief carp aaa Û 


supervisor of miültl-seotor programs; sirong computort,. organlzational aid 
budget managerenl akilla, Positlon for 12 months, . 


„` Send Resume to Susan Rleht;001-212:551-3170, 
e-mail susanr@intreşeconorg. 


eliugee 
strong. çliniéal skill, French |. : 


for 3-6 months. 


is for 3-6 Inonthh. 


ume toj'Andrew Rdbkrts, fax: 2120551-3170, e- Î: 


accommodation, fllghts and other llving expenses. 
For further detalls and an appîcatlon form write with your CV to: Jenny Thomas, 
Overseas Personnel Adrrinlatrator, Africa, SCF, 17 Grove Lane, London SES SRD or fax 


Closing Gate: 21st April 1997. 
SCF alms to be an equal opporlunltles employer. 


Save the Children 


.ُ Working for a better world for children 


Î j jexperlerice in a, refûgee/ relief péttlng; 
: Posi 


0171 793 7610. 


Ref: JB/VAC/018 5 
HBOC the leading inlemational Healthcare Systems Provider seek 


an outstanding candidate with previous Healthcare experience to 
:join its Connect Technology. Group. The position requires أ‎ 


considerable experience of inatallihg & supporting: Banyan Vincs, | 


.Î [Î Netware/Intranet Ware Pathworkg, & WFWGINTI95 plus an in jl' 
`Î ‘jÎ depth knowledge of e-mall packages, terminal ermulation software 
:| j & Officg Aulqmalion software. Speciflc experience in First Dala 


|j train our internsl and externa! 


‘short nolfce will be needed to fulfill our stomar,êommitmçil | 
Please seni CVs.t0 Linda Nelson, HBOÇ Datacontre, Harld ' 
Wood Hospital, Gubbins Lane, Harold Wood, Eshos RM3 ONE. 
. ` E-mill:JThring@compusarve.com . .. ,: 
' “Closlag Date 24/3/97, Interylewa W/B-24/397.. . 
Calî 44 (0) 1708 3711824 for full Job Dekeriptlon: 


iploma courses in Freelance, Fletlon & News Journalism. 
London School.of Jouirnalisim’ 
: . ı Homie §tudy ahd Tutorial teaihlng .” 


Anlilon avaslable wlth CARE. Duties: PM will supervise the Proıno-Vle project, whlch wants to Increase the use ul market based 
nirkcepllves and other social prmaducıs hy 30%, iu lwo years over current use rates Ilıurough open market disuiburlon and enhanced 
prumatlon eflorts Qualifications’ Master's legree wills a 3-5 years relevant overseas experience, French language skllla, previous social 
muaikeıing experlence of heultlı aud family planning produuts. good negoılaton skills with private business partaers, entreproncurtal 


The PM will supervise, develop, and cuardinate the Agarlez Emegency Health Project anu organize the Agadez project office. The Agadez 
Prof Ié vaccinating more shan 100,000 peaple In recewering conflict arma. Quallficaliows: eme سا‎ ds 3-9 oan rts 
‘aperlence, French la Auency, gond health background, able 1o do cross secorat program development, developiag proposals, 
ا ا ا‎ LE a 
Qic conflln environinwnt Send reyumes tı Raclıael Cogen, c/o CARE, 151 Elllı Sireet, Alama. GA 30103. 
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Forestry Sector 
Specialists 


Forenco Consultants Lid is the international arm of 

New Zealand's largest independent forestry manage- 

ment and consulting company, PF Olsen and Com- 

py Ltd. We are seeking to areate a Consultant Reg- 
to complement the skills of our 55 in-house pro- 

fesslonal staff for work in Asia/SE Asla. Independent 

forestry sector consultants and speclalists In the fol- 

lowing fields are invited to seek registration: 

e forest management and silviculture 

e timber harvesting and transport 

e forest industries 

e forestry sector economics 

e forestry business development and marketing 

e institutlonal and corporate development 

e soclal and community forestry 

e social issues in the forestry sector 

e resource management and conservation 

e social and community forestry 

e forestry sector education and tralnlng 

e Informatlon technology 

e soil and water 


Prlor Internatlonal experience is essential, preferabit 
In Asla//SE Asia. Private sector experience and knowl- 


for registration with detalled currlcula vitae 


ge of an Asian language ls highly desirable. Appli- 
: t0: 


Forenco Consultants Ltd 
PO Box 1127, Rotorua, New Zealand 
Tel: + 64 7 3574135 Fax: +64 7 3575185 
Emall: rkisonardilbm.net 


WE MANAGE THE RISK 
ISO 9002 quality assurance 


Fon FonmsTtnY 


HEALTH SECTOR COORDINATOR - NIAMEY, NIGER 


udrode, EC hackhgrrruned In faraily planning and/nt AIDS/ MST. 


PROJECT MANAGER - HEALTH PROJECT - Agadez, Niger. 


Prerinus sdminlurative and kıgtauics managenient experlence, able to balance 


. EARTH SCIENCES . 
AT UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD, UK. 


1YEAR TAUGHT COURSES AVAILABLE 


„, ° Mse in Geoenvironmental Waste Disposal 
Topica ineludé: Landfill Dealgn; Risk Assessment; Subsurface 
Contaminant Migration; Waste Materials and Contaminated 
Land; Hydrogeology; Analytical Geochemistry. م‎ 
* MSc in Engineering Geology and Geotechnics 
Topics Inelude: Site Investigation: Geological Materlals Jil 
Construction; Geotechnical and Foundation Engineering;: 
Hydrogeology; Contaminated Land and Restoration. 
MSc in Palynology 
Biostratographical and palynofacics study of dinoflagellates, 
Spores and pollen with special refererice to ûl and gas field 
„  xploration and reservoir evilyation. ا‎ 
* MPhil (2 years) and PHD (3 years) . - 
All the above plus Applied/Economic Geology; Coal Geology; 
Palaeoblology: Analytical Geochemistry, Hydrokeology: 
igneous and Metamorphic Petrology. OES E 
For further detalls contact: 
Tostgraduate admissions (quote, teferdice E E 
of Earth Sciences, University of Sheffield, 


,| iman Buldihğ BroékhiIl; Sheftiald; S3:7HF, United Kingdom, 
:| Tek 44 114 222 3600 Pax:- +44 114'222 3650: : 

| Emailp.mellot@sheffiéld,ac.yk %7 7 
i | FWwhttp:/wrerw.shef.ge,ik/-es/index.htral ` 
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Department of Geography 


MSc in Geographies 
of Global Change 
One Year Full-Time or Tyo Year Part-Time 


This MSc is strongly inter-disciplinary; its 
mıodules cIraw on tho best rescarch in cultural, 
international, geogrnphical, sooiologloai.and 
political atudies designed to appeal to individuals 
from an array of disciplinary backgrounds, 
Applicnlions of candidates from all social science 
disciplines are treated equally; non-social 
scientists wishing to reskill will be considered on 
their particular merits. 


Modules include: Geographical Imaginations and 
Global Change, Globalization and the Space 
Economy, History and Culture n Global Change, 
and Global Polillcs and Societal Change. 

For further details, plense contact: 

The General Office, Department of 


Geography, Loughborough University, 
Leicestershire LE11 3TU, 


Tel: +44 (0) 1509 222794 teori 


Fax: +44 (0) 1509 223930 University 


Staffordsbire 
GTA UNIVERSITY 


ww 
POSTGRADUATE STUDIES 
IN SOCIAL SCIENCE 


e MA International Relations 

® MA Developnmıent Studies 

e MA Politics: Challenges to the State 

e MA European Sociology 
Applications to join these pregrammies re vile [nm qualified candidat 
Fach programme I» bull arpuııd a substantive core wilh oppurtunines lo a0 
specislisl opiions. A number of hursarres are available 
Slaffordshiro Universily nfters excellent study Facilities and is located in Bf 
centre of Englund. 
Far furıher Informailon and an applicalion form contact flelen Out 
(quote refi GWON, Soelul Sciences, Staffordshire Unlveralty, Colt 
Rond, Stoke-on-Trenl, ST4 2DF, Unlled Kingdon. Telt 44001702 29441 
Fax: 44(0)1782 294856. F.null: h.owenni:slafls.ac.uk 


The University of Sheffield 
Popartment of Journalism Studles 
MA Degrees 


Tha recontly ostabllshod Doyuutunant of Jounal Studies hosted ¥ 
Donald Tralforcl, la kkg to rucrıılt slucdeuıta for Ha two MA programmes 
Soptomber. 1007, 


MA PROGRAMMES IN 
JOURNALISM STUDIES AND . 


POLITICAL JOURNALISM 
Bolh MAS curıllne ıa njurutın and chuullarklny programme û ecient 


guhjocts: Newapapar and Brotxicas! Junurnolkann, Law and Ell0®, ا‎ 
Journalism, Research isauos and Perapectlvos In Joumellem Studes ۳ 
Euopéan and Glohal Isatıos. In addition suhmisslon of 4 alaserlalo" 
required. ۹ 
Furlher detalls oan be obtalned from the dhaileld 
Department of Journalism Studles, The Unlverslty of 2800. 
171 Northumberland Road, Shetfield 810 2TZ. Tok 0114-222 
E-mall: s.carter@ahetfleld.ao,uk. WWW: http:// souk . 


ST. PATRICK'S COLLEGE, MAYNOOTH, CO, KILDARE: 
pots | 


i i. Rallonal Universtiy Sect, 

"The College invites applicatlons for tieifollowin P0 

" PROFESSOR OF ANTHROPOLOG 

, .PROFESSOR:OF:CLASSICS: 
PROFESSOR OF FRENCH 

. Î SAREy Sepléi 2A3, £56,017 (6 polnts) 
Prior to applientton, furthkr details ûf thé posi inay be obtnlli 
eniling: 0 The Perscinel Oiticer, St Pitrlek'a CdUcke, Meyiel 
Kildare, ireland. (Confldential Fax +353 - 1 7083940). APF 4 
‘with full CV, logelher vwith.thê ames, qddregses, Lelephonp f o; 
numbers of three referees should be forwardedto the Pergopsg! 
s0 sf tè arrive nê! later than 21 March 1997, 


EE 


. Î study with relevont prolenskoru akila. Morhılas nte tought on ihe lolo) 


GREENPEACE 


internation al 


Greenpeace is al the Forefront in placing environmenlal issues at the top of the global agenda. Greenpeace Interıiational 
{GPI), a non-governmental organisation based in Amsterdam, The Netherlands, is the co-ordinating body of 32 Qreenpeace 
national and multi-national offices world-wide. A4 the world's leading environmental campaigning organisation, it is 
essentlal that we enhance public awareness of its value and further its campaign goals. 


Greenpeace International has a vacancy for a 


Communications Director . 


to lead the communications department of GPI in Amsterdam, 


The Job 


You will be responsible for the output of the Communications Department: photo, video and press work. 


You will develop and implement visionary, Innovative and realistic communication plans, within the strategic priorities of 
Greenpeace International, in order to successfully project and strengthen the position of Greenpeace : 
You will supervise and motivate a team of 19 communication professlonals and provide guidance with regard to their 


activities. 


You will act as a higl) level spokes-person for the organisation. 


Experience 


You are able to demonstrate a high level of achievement across a range of media disciplines and you have a good 
understanding of branding, issues, International exposure and a high political awareness are part of your past work 
experience. Your managerial career shows your aptitude to work in a senior management position, 


Personal! Profile 


You are an outstanding communicator, a strategic thinker and a natural team leader. Flexibility, stamina and an ability to 
motivate others are part of your core strengths. An English mother tongue or an excellent command of English as a second 
language is essenlial. Other additional languages are a definite advantage. 


This position is bascd in Amsterdam and a relocation package will be offered to the successful candidate, if necessary. 
Interviews will take place in Amsterdam. Please send your full CV with covering letter to Amelia Domina, Greenpeace 
International, Keizersgracht 176, 1016 DW Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON 
Inatitute af Archaeology 


Sub-Professorial Position 


Applications are Invited for a senior appolntment at 
aub-professorlal level to develop the Institute's MA 
programmes in Museum Studles and in Cultural Heritage and 
Publlc Archaeology. Appllcanta ahould have already made a 
aubstantlal contributlon to the fleld of Museum Studies and 
to have significant relevant practlcal and managerial 
exporlence İn a ımuseunı environment. 


` The successful candidate's regional research Intoresta should 
contribute to one of the Institute's existing areas of atrength. 
An activé research Intarest in prehistorlé'archaeology and/or 
the archaeology or London may be an advantage. Tho 
Appointee will he expected to teach museum and heritage 
lssues at undergraduate and Inaater's level, to contribute to 
regional courses as appropriate, and to be active In tho 
design and supervision of postgraduate research projects. ' ' 

The post is tenable from Septomber 1997 and the salary 
(intlusive of London Weighting). ls expected tobe within the 
acale £31,514 - £36,336 pa. Shortlisted appllcants will be 
Intervlewed on 23rd April-1997; thay will be Invited to make 


` brief presentations in the morning concerning their research 
Interests, preceding formal Interview by the Selection 
Committee in the afternoon. 


Applications (6 coples from UK applicants, 2 from overseas 
appllcants) with full CV, list of publlcations and the names of 
three referees, ‘should be submitted not later than 
4thi April 1907, to the Director, Institute of Archaeology, UCL, 
‘31-34, Gordon Square, London WC1H OPY (telephone 
+44[0]171 380 7488: fax +44[0]171 813 2836). 


, Working towards Equal Opportunity 


SUCCESS WITH 5 to 9 students 


ENGLISH in a group 


in SMALL GROUPS | hdividual Tuition 


1 1! arranğed: 
e Learn English şUccessfully : in small ğroups’' " ’ 
jj 64-65 LONG ACRE, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON WCE SjH 
Û TELEPHONE! 0171 240 2581 Fax: 0171-379 5793 E 
lÎ emall;100651,3105 
Trincipal YRalss HA, 


Closing date for completed applications: 1 April 1997 


Greenpeace ainıs to be an equal opportunities employer 
http:/www.greenpeace.OTg 


IRE 


NOTIINCGILANL TRENT UNIVERSITY 


SĞHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
ا‎ AND RESEARCH 

e POSTQRADUATE COURSHS 

Thg Facijty dffers a broad range of taught Masters courses and 

places ate sYailable In the following areas for 1997/98: 


MA Cinema' Studies 

MA Heritage Studles 

MA History and Gender 

(recogulsed by the HumanlUles Research Board) 

MA Interaatfonal Cultural Studies (pending validation) 
` MA-Inleriatlonnl Relatlons 

(recognised by ESRC for compeiitive awards) 

MA. Investigative Journalism 

MA Writing 


All the above courses are full-time or part-time and some arc also 
avallableini Diploma and Certificate levels. 

The Ciraduate School also offers supervision towards research 
degrees In a wido range of disciplines In cultural and literary 
studlos and thie social sclences. f 


Further Infor matlon ls avallable from: 
Janlce Greenhalgh 
Graduate Sçhool Office 
Facilly of Humailtles 
The Nottingham Trent University 
Clifton Lane 
Î Naltingham NG1{ 8NS 
e Telı (0115) 948 6335 2 
EET Fax: (0115) 948 6632 E 
: < wew:http //hunman.ntu.ac.uk/folypg/pgmenu/html 
c-mall: smtp %"hun3greenju@utu.ac,uk"” 


COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE IN LEARNING 


OF LIVERTOOL 
M.A. in Latin American Studies 


One; yee ful tinne,.2 years; part-time. Tuo modyles iî Contémporary 
Latin America, ong on Research Melhods, And one in either History. 


Politics, Sociology, Şo$iorlinguisiieş or Beonomites pluş a 


Disserlalion. Oe ESRC aivard is availible. 


Enquirles to the Secretary; Insitliuto'of Latin American Studies, 
The Universtly of Liverpool Liverpool L9 3BX. 
Tel: +44 (01 


ا 
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Notes & Querles Joseph Harker 


oman had problems recently. when 
she tried {o name her daughter 
Lêxicon, with the authorities deem- 
ing the name “improper”. In 
Switzerland there are quite specific 
guidelines on the matter based on 
precedence, but with a ban on the 
names of “indisputably. notorious” 
characters of the past. Thus Mer- 
cedes, a common Spanish name, 
woull be admissible,, whereas 
Volkswagen, Rambo and Coca-Cola 
would rnıot. If you wanted, for reac 


„ sons of your own, to call your baby 


Stalin it would get the thumbs 
down, but Lenin (an Italian name) 
would be allowed. In the latter case, 
however, you would be encouraged. 
to attend a “counselling session", in 


„which you would presumably be 


briefed on the life of Vladimir Ilyich 
and invited to reconsider, — Her 
Majesly Kugen Elisabeih 2wo, 
Zurich, Switzerland 


N MY computer 1 can 

discard old filles to make 
memory avallable for new data. 
Is thcre any way in which I can 
re-use my brain cella? 


"HE brain's vast store of infor ma- 

tion is not accessed by address 
like a computer bul by associations, 
as Dirk Grutzmacher pointecl out 
{March 2). 

Computers can, however, be 
male to mimic au associative mern- 
ory using a complex pattern of 
linked lists. But this cun uıuse tlie 
lass of some intormatiou, while still 
taking up memory space. So it is 
usual for computers to scan these 
lisıs from time to time and remuvy 
îhuse {hal are oul uf date ûr thuse 
that have nı0 connevtiuns. 

Freud noted sene of these 
characteristics in dreanis — irra- 
tional linking of ideas, inconsequen- 
tial passage, from once memory ln» 
another, and the remarkable way in 
whiclı vividly remembered drennıs 
are quickly forgotten. Perhnjıs we 
are forcing associations in order to 
explore the past day's memories 
and mostly delete them. These 
ideas came from the late Chris 
Lvans and Ted Newman while at 
the National Physical Laboratory . 
(New Scientist, November 1904). —— 
Donald Davies, Sunbrryon-Thames, 


HAT are the three greateat 
conspiracies of all time? 


$ FAR as Britain is concerned; 

privatisation; share options; and 
remuneration . commiltees. — Len 
Feltham, Keynsham, Bristol 


HE Oxford dictionary deflnes 

conspiracy a3 a “combination of 
people for an unlawful or immoral 
purpose”, Three candidates: 
1) The slave trade, Since it contin- 
ued for some two-and-a-half cen- 
turies, this is also the longest 
conspiracy in lıistory. The British 
were probabîy (he worst offenders. 
2) The Holocaust. The fact that this 
was, indeed, a broadly-based Ger- 
man conspiracy is only now being 
revealed. 
3) The rape of Zaire, The proceas 
was started by the Belgians, with 
great brıtalily, in the late 19tl 
century. Since independence it has 
been continued by President 
Mobutu's clique, with the support of 
Western commercial and political 
interests, One of Africa's richest 
countries is now bankrupt, — 
Martin Ballard, Cambridge 


ELIGION, masonty, and Man- 
chester United, — George 
Bigby, Tarporley, Cheshire 


OW creative were our fore- 
bears in celebrating the first 
millennium? 


N SUPPORT af Dr Friuce's view 

thal little notice was taken of the 
first mijlennium (March 9) is the 
fact thal few peuple would have 
lhuught of the yeiir in lerms of 
cuunling from the birth of Christ. 
The system, invented by Dionysius 
Exiguus in the sixth century, was 
used by Bede in the eiglıth, gradu- 
ally aclopted over the next tlıree 
centuries ancl only iu the 1050s used 
consistently by the papacy. — 
Professor Eric Fernie, Courtatld 
Institute of Art, London 


THE Icelandic parlianent, chose 
the first millennium to make a 
peaceful conversion from paganişn) 
to Christianity. Perhaps we could 
use tlıe second millennium to re-, 


idea was to measure Ais aware- j verse this disastrous error, — Dry- 
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Queen, hé went with tlıree 

mates and joked of smok- 
ing canniabis in the loos. This 
time Sir Paul McCartney took 
three of his children and said: 
*My mam and dad would have 
been extremely proud,” writes 
Alex Bellos. 

Scenes outside Buckingham 
Palace last week were — almost 
— reminiscent of 1965 when the 
Beatles collected their MBEs. 
Screaming teenage girls were 
among the hundreds of fans, 
gome of whom had waited since 
Gam to see Macca upgrade hia 
honour to Sir Paul. 

“This brings back memories of 
19865 — it seems strange being 
here without the other three, I 
keep looking over my shoulder 
for them,” he said, 

He joked with reporters that 
the former Beatles George 
Harrison and Ringo Starr tease 
him about hia honour, “They call 
me Your Holiness,” he said. 

Sir Paul added that he never 
dreamt, back in the days of play- 

ing at Liverpoo!'s Cavern Club, 
he would receive a knighthood at 
Buckingham Palace. 

“Ttwould have been seen as a 

"he sald. “It's fantastic. This 
is oneof the beat days of my life." 


T HE last time he visited the 


Sir Paul at the Palace last week: 
'One of the best days of my life’, 
and, abûve, in 1965 ADAMBimER 


Letter from Sikasso Robert Lacville 


lege and a wonclerful musician. 
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because “curing the cold 
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ible sigııs of the dependence of their 
client states and advertisements for 
the technological wonders which 
followed in the wake of capitalism 
and communism". Today, commer 
cial interests predonıinate, with gor 
ernments in the North funding 
overseas projects to keep thelr oth 
erwise idle construction and engi 
neering companies in business. 

McCully, like other critics, raises 
ihe question of alternatives — and 
concludes that there are many, 
They include upgrading existing 
dams, irrigation schemes and waler 
systems to make them more elfr 
cient {installing efficient shower 
heads in 80 per cent of US 
bathrooms would reduce water use 
by nearly 3,000 nıillion litres a day 
ancl save an amount of electricity 
equal to the uutput of three large 
power plants.) Conservation and a 
relurn to iratlitional systems ol 
water use in farming communities 
as well as new technologies such 4ã 
sular ane! wind power, also ave 4 
stream of scandals in the early | place. 


‘Silenced Rivers by Patrick McOMY 
is publishecl by Zed Books at £14. 95 
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The resul was bigger buillinye 
with belter quiılily nunteriil at bnlf 
Ihe cost the ¢ OnpMy had util con- 
tractors in other pr : 

‘These local organisations came 
together in 1991 to form tu nalional 
organisation, MAB (the moveınent 
of people affeclud by dums), asl 
week, MAB hosted tlie first interna 
tional conference of organisalions of 
dam-affected populations, with rep- 
resentatives from more than 20 
countries in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America, as well as the American 
and European River Nelworks 
swapping their experiences in fight- 
ing the dams, demanding a say in 
decision-making, and achieving 
recognition of the rights of indige- 
nous and peasant communities, 

For McCully, a former co-editor 
of the Ecologist Magazine, a few 
multinational engineering, equip- 
ment, manufacture and construc- 
tion corporations make up “a 
dame-building mafia", He says: “The 
huge amount of money at stake has 
encouraged these companies and 
their national and international in- 
dustry groups — such as the Inter- 
national Commission on Large 
Dams and (he US National Hydro 
Power Association — to constitute 
an active pro-tlam lobby.” 

He claims thal methods usecl 
range from straightforward public 
relations to bribery, “The construc 
tian industry was at the cenlre of û 


1990s concerning Illicit payments (o 


politicians in return for conlraı 
most notably in Japan, ‘Thailancl, 
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Rivers of money, rivers of tears 


emerged as a fundamental con- 
cern.” 

Brazil ig one of the most prolific 
danrbuilding nations, Under the na- 
tional energy plan, 500 new dams 
are projected in the next 25 years. 
Right now, a 1,784 sq km lake is 
filling up behind the 150-metre high 
wall of the latest giant hydro-elec- 
tric dam, Serra da Mesa, in central 
Brazil. Fifty-four billion cubic 
metres of water will supply 5,700 
GWh (gigawatt hours) of energy to 
meet the growing demand of the 
Brazilian market. The waters will 
cover up 93 important archaeologi- 
cal sites, part of an indigenous re- 
serve, and drown thousands of 
animals, but will affect very few 
people directly, 


HE same cannot be sald for 
the Itaipu dam, on the Brazil 

Paraguay border: 42,000 peo- 
ple were affected, many being 
dumped in resettlement projects 
thousands of kilometres away, They 
are still fighting the energy com- 
pany lo gel better, nore rapid com- 


Car Rental £89. 00 per week 


& FREE HOTEL ACEDOMMORATION 
This Winter you cah rent a car for 


are all common to communities 
forced to make way for dams, 

Likewise, the corruption, graft, 
and mismanagement which have e&- 
calated the costs of simost all large 
damıs are sanitised into the term 
"cost overrun”, 

Besides the effect on people, 

large dams cause huge environmen- 
tal impact because of changes in 
water quality, river patterns and the 
reduction of biodiversity, 
. The World Bank, which has fi- 
nanced more than 600 dams or 
major damrrelated “facilities” such 
as massive Irrigation schemes, ac- 
knowledges that they are controver- 
sial and is yet again considering 
withdrawing support from large 
dams altogether. 

The leaked bank document 
makes the case against dam- 
building. It says: “In the 1960s, 
cost/benefit analysis. became ac- 
cepted ag the standard criterion for 
the Justification of large dams, In 
the 1970s and 1980s, social and 
environmental impacts, previously 
treated as inevitable side-effects, 
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The billion-dollar buısiness 
of building dams hides an 
even greater human cost, 
writes Jan Rocha 


docurnent leaked this month 
to’ the Guardian analyses the 
prohlems uf the many İarge danıs 
that it has financed. The paper notes 
Guatemala's nıassive Chixoy dam 
and coments that reselllement of 
about 2,500 Mayan Indians was 
"mismanaged". 
This “bankspeak” hides a human 
and ecological tragedy. According 
to Patrick McCully, author of a new 
book about danıs*, the “mismanage- 
ment” involved 369 Mayan Indians 
— mainly women and children — 
being tortured, shot, stabbed, gar- 
rotted and bludgeoned to death by 
the Guatemalan nıilitary in punish 
ment for thelr community demand- 
ing they be properly compensated 
for the loss of their homes to the 
dam. 

Dam building is now a $20 billion 
ayear global business that, at its 
best, brings Irrigation, electricity 
and "progress" to developing coun- 
tries, but consistently involves the 
destitution of communities, social 
upheaval, even the death of many 
people affected. 

Since 1950, there have been 
35,000 large dams built. But the 
human cost has been huge: new es 
timates by McCully and others sug- 
gest that 60 millon people have 
been forced to leave their flooded 
homes because of then. 

Usually, the consequences of 
what the Worll Bank euphermilsti- 
cally calls “Involuntary resettle- 
ment" are less direct than at the 
Chixoy dam. Hunger, disease, 
homelessness and unemployment 
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ness, by carrying out a simple 
survey three days before a concert, 
and then three days afterwards and 
again three months afterwards, to 
see whether messages stuck with, 
the melodies, 
7 [I visited e 0 Children's 
mmunlty : development pro-, 1 
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| dêaths. The any ost three mer 


Issa played the ngoni, tıe traditional 
three-stringed guitar of the Mand-, 
ing dlaspora. He was backed by 
drummers and fronted by a break- 
dı an elegant athlete and tuni 
er whose’ ` final act involved 
‘spinning on, his chest. on broken. 
`` glass. But it was really Tsa'S SOngS, | 
his words and their delivery which 
made him İotally famous, We had 
‘promised to bring him, on’ to. the 
national stage, where lis messages 
of miorallty would achieve a wider 
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37 years, though in the way of the 
Guardian then it waa 15 yeara 
before he got the title that went 
with the job. Not all his atable 
made it to Manchester. The 
official photograph contained not 
a single woman: the three regular 
women setters (Crispa, Audreus 
and Plodge), one of whom works 
from Vence in the south of 
France, couldn’t make It. 
Audreus, it transpired recently, Is 
the mother of Shed, while Gemini 
18 two people — Vincent 
MeLachlan and Walter Reid, who 
are teachers in Northern Ireland. 

Araucaria'a favourite long- 
running anagram, by the way, 
though shorter than Paul’s, has 
for sheer ingenuity probably 
never been bettered, “O hark, 
the herald angels sing the boy’s 
descent which lifted up the 
world.” Still baffled? Try the first 
two lines of “While shepherds 
watched..." 


parliamentarian to take anı ini{erest. 
He was horrified at whal he saw aınl 
ted tu introduce legislation 1» 
force companies to introduce auclits 
of their computer systenıs, and ré- 
port on the outcome to sharehald- 
ers. His Private Member's Bill — 
whiclı had the support of the chair- 
man of many of the top 100 compa- 
uıies — was killed off al the 
vonınıiltee stnge last ınonth. 

The Government's effort to cleal 
with the problem was the setling up 
last August of Taslcforce 2000 with a 
grant of $270,000. "The British goy- 
ernment is nol (lolng very ınuch bul 
arguably is doing more than any 
oullher,” says Guenier. “The Mul? 
[Ministry uf Defence] is svuredl shil- 
less by it: nıilitary systenıs are full 
ofenbedded chips.” 

1 is also beginning lo dawn on 
the opposition Labour’ party that clis- 
aster could potenüally fall in hv 
middle of a Blair administration. 
"This could be a very expensive 
cost to an incoming government," 
says the shadow teclınology minis- 
ter, Geoff Hoon. 

There are other potential political 
implications, [t has been suggested 
that the future of a single European 
currency could be put in jeopardy, 
not for once because of objections 
from the Eurosceptics, but because 
computer programmers wlll be so 
averloaded by the 2000 crisis they 
won't have time to produce the 
software needed for currency con- 
vergence. 

There are many ways to solve the 
problem but most of them are 
laborious and time-consuming, For 
some systems there is no option but 
to go through every single line of 
cûmputer code to check if there is a 
date reference, (The estimate ls that 
it will cost $1.10 a line), For others it 
may be possible to use bridging 
software to link both millenniums. ' 

Itis now accepted that it İs too [ate 
for every business to become totally 
2000-compllant in time, Would it be 
wise then to withdraw all our money 
from banks, and never use our PCs 
from 1999? De Jager believes that 
the banking sector has been the 
most rigorous in dealing with the 
problem and and thinks that money, 
„at least, will be safe, : 

,„ . JÉ the right people start tö make 
the right decisions, giving the prob- 
lem the priority if deserves, there 
will probably be few major dramas 
on the day. The software equivalent 
of leather patches will hold most of 


together, It is unlikely that planes 
will fall out of the sky. Though you 
may have problems finding anyone 
prepared tö fly you to countrleş with 


ûld computers, 


puter programme. Within an hour 
we can demonstrate that there is 
something going wrong,” de Jager 
says. Try it yourself. Change the 
date on your PC to December 31, 
1999, then wait Guenier dil ag 
much on his Windows package and 
the following day he was told it was 


Another reason companies have 
been slow to confront whether or 
' not their systems are, in the jargon, 
“2000-compliant"”, is that nobody 
knows what will actually happen if 
` the problem is not fixed. It is possl- 


But the nightmare scenario is ter- 
. rifyiug: all electronic money could 
be wiped off, databases that calcu- 
late bills, tax, insurance or mort- 
gages could start to spew out 
incorrect information. Companies 
could destroy vast amounts, of infor . 
mation, or even products — as has 
reportedly already happened when 
a fe assurance company deleted 
2,000 customer files and a super 
market chain binned a consigûimerit: 
of tinnéd corned beef, The fact that . 
NatWest is spending $160 milion 
shows that senior people believe (he 


At first there were only a: few 
voices warning of gloom, ‘The atti 
tude towards them tended to ba that 
they were either quacks or greecly 
cqmputer programmers fuelling a 
` conspiracy’ theory that ‘would line 


|. Biitain's electronic infrastructure 


.. David Atkinson, Labour MP for 
Bournemouth East, was the flrst’ 


perpetrated by Paul (John 
Halpern): “Here ’n’ there in the 
heaven's watery mire are tiny 
alits, so the harsh weather is 
slight, not bulky”. Justin case 
you haven't got there already, 
that’s a quotation from Spike 
Milligan: “There are holes in the 
aky where the rain gets in, but , 
they're ever so small, that's why 
rain is thin”. 

For many of those who 
gathered in Manchester Inte last 
month, though, the greatest of 
all practitioners, on this or any 
other newspaper, is Araucaria, 
the Rev John Graham, who has a 
huge and learned repertoire. 

For some of the younger 
setters, meeting (he master was 
an awesome moment, rather Hke 
meeting Shakespeare. 

John Perkin, who joined the 
paper in 1955 (and was eclitor of 
the Guardian Weekly until 1993), 
has been tts crossword editor for 
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Playing God with people's Ii 


Leilani Muir was just 1 1 years old when she was told 
to have her appendix out. What she wasn’t told was 
that she would be sterilised as well. Emlly Buchanan 
reports on a policy of social cleansing in Canada 


sor Douglas Wahlsten, a 
psychologist at the U; 
ra described the 
0 erla as “the only juri 

in the British Empire a 
genic sterilisation was vij 
implemented", After the war, while 
Nazis were being hanged İn war 
erimes (rials for their eugenicg 
Hraınnies, “lessons from this dark 
perittl uf human history appeared 
to have litlle or no impact on the 
erilion of the Alberta 
Buard". During the fifties and six. 
ties, the boar adopted procedures 
Hal were beyund public scrutiny 
and even uutaicle the: law — with the 
tavil support uf Alberta's rightwing 
Sucial Credit government. 

‘The documeuls in Leilani Muir's 
case prove how science and psy- 
chology were hijacked to justify an 
élîlisl anl racist political agenda, On 
the physician's certificate entering 
her into Red Deer, under “facts indi. 
cating mental deficiency", the ob- 
servalion was made that she was a 
“pleasant-looking child who talks 
easily". When she was presented ty 
the Eugenics Board, she was classed 
as A “mentally detective moron’, 
(lespile her school report that she 
Wils suo at spelling ancl arithmetic. 


Kings of the monkey puzzle 


David McKie meets 
the master compilers 
of the cryptic clue 


PUZZLEMENT of 
Guardian crossword 
compilera emerged blink- 
ing from behind their pseudo- 
nyms recently to salute the 

a retiring crossword edi- 
tor, John Perkin, and welcome 
his successor, Professor Hugh 


you can turn them into, Where 

ordinary folk look at a carthorse 

and see a carthorae, crossword 

setters see a potential orchestra. 
re we see mere phone 


(Torquemada, Ximenes) from 
the Spanish inquisition. Your 
Guardian expert is likely to be 
milder, even cuddlier: Araucaria 
(the monkey puzzle tree); 
Chifonie; Plodge. But that 
doesn’t mean that they don't sit 
dawn of a morning aiming at 


Bunthorne, for inatance — 
Bob Smithies, a photographer 
for the Guardian in Manchester 
when he started contributing — 
is the master of the endless 
anagram. Perhaps the most 
famous had to do with an oll 
sheikh, a girl and a gin palace. 
Translated, it gave: What is a 
nice girî like you doing in a place 


hidden shapes of xenophobes, 

They are masters of ambiguity. 
Hereford may point you towards 
a town, but what you want may 
have something to do with cattle. 
A flower in a crosaword may in- 
dicate a cowslip or an aster, but 
it could also be a river, since 
rivera flow. The word cow may 
evoke a ruminant, but the an- 
swer yotiı need may have more 
to do with intimidation. 

The Guardlan has never main- 
tained the ghoulish tradition of 
papers llke the Observer, where 
compilers took their names 


OW COULD a mother 
hate her daughter so 
much to have left me 
here?" The tears rolled down her 
face as the memories flooded back, 
Leilani Muir, a bright and articulate 
-yearold, was revisiting the insti- 
tution that labelled her, at the age of 
11, “a ınentally clefective moron". 
She was left at the bottom of the 
steps leading to the entrance by lıer 
mother, an alcoholic who never 
wanted a daughter and had taken 
out her anger on the little girl with 
regular beatings. That day in July 
1955, her mother drove off without 
even saying goodbye, But like hun- 
dreds of other abused and ne- 
glected children, Muir had escaped 
one nightmare only to enter another. 

She thought she was being sént 
to an orphanage. Instead, she had 
been Jeft in the Provincial Training 
School lor the mentally deficient in 
Red Deer in the heart of Canada's 
farmı belt. She had no idea that it 
was the main centre for a govern- 
ment policy of social cleansing. Vir- 
tually everyone who entered it was 
cleemed to have inferior genes and 
was forcibly sterilised. The Red 
Deer School was implementing a 
law that had been arı the statute 
books in Alberta since 1928, the 
Sexual Sterilisation Act The law 
was not repealed until 1972, too late 
lo save nearly 3,000 young people 
from being mutilated. 

One of the most chilling aspects 
of Alberta's sterilisation policy was 
the way in which it was cloaked in 
scientific respectability through the 
setting up of the Eugenics Board: 
four adults, two of them doctors, 
who interrogated the children when 
they reached puberty. It didn't nıat- 
ter what the terrified child said, the 
verdict was nearly always the same: 
slerilisation. Sonte victims remem- 
ber being asked who the premier of 
Alberta was, or at what age a baby 
walks, apparently to agsess whether 
they were capable of “Intelligent 


Muir barely contains her anger at 
the memory of her session with tlie 
board. "They were playing God with 
people's lives. Five minutes of our 
Hives, tlıat's all it took. It was a rub- 
ber stamp, cows on a conveyor belt, 
that's what it was. If we were mo- 
rons, what were they?" 

Days after appearing in front of 
the board, Muir was told she was to 
have her appendix out. They did 
take her appendix out; what they 
didn't tell her was that they re- 
moved her fallopian tubes as well, A 

decade later, alter she was married, 
Muir visited a doctor to find out why 
she wasn't getting pregnant, It was 
only then that she discovered the 
truth. The doctor described her in- 
sites as “being as if she'd been 
through a slaughterhouse". But it is 
not only the physical scars that have 
haunted her: when she tried to 
adopt, she was refused because of 
the sligma of being an ex-inmate of 


These people rarely appear in 
public, Arıned with dictionary 
and thesaurus, they worked 
from home long before it was 
fashionable. Theirs is an inı- 
tenge, mildly obsessive world, 
where words are valued not just 


Recently even that was over- 
for their meaning but for what . 


taken by a 77-letter anagram 


We've put our world in the hands of computers, Dut 


our future could explode in 2000, writes Alex Bellos 
UIR cume from a poor 

family who moved (rt 
quenily intl lhe ideutity of 
her falher was uncerlain; she Was 
also icvusecl uf showing "a definite 
interest in lhe uppusite sex”, The 
verdict uf the boul: “There was a 
flanger of the transmission 10 the 
progeny of a mental deficiency or 
dlixabilily, also incapable of intel 
gent parenthood.” 

‘The provincial government of Al 
berla is still refusing to compensate 
the 700 uther sterilisation victims, 
even though there is a budget sur 
plus of $2.2 million, The govern 
menl argues thal it is not the 
taxpayers of lotlay who slıould pey 
fur the faults of yesterday. But Muir 
insisls il is still (he governments 
role 10 compensate for the clanage 
— tven though no antount 
money can nuke up for he loss, As 
she plays in the snow with 
great-niece unl nephew, she is r 
minclel of how much she 
wanutecl chillren, “You can't put 4 
price on û chill’ life, you can’! puta 
price on whal they took away Irom 
me ıs a wonıau, My heart ia break 
ing andl il will until the day I die. 


Results of a Taskforce 2000 sur- 
vey last month added fuel to de 
Jager and Guenier's worst fears: 
only 28 per cent of senior nıanagers 
in the UK were aware of the prob- 
lem. It's already too late to corm- 
pletely fix it in time for companies 
that have not startecl looking at tlie 


RAZED members of bizarre 

millennium cults no longer 

have a monopoly on the be- 
lief that the end may be nigh. Some 
ofthe most respectable and earnest 
folk İn the land, from cily bosses 
and captains of industry to politi- 
cians andl civil servants, are all ıınit- 
ing in a warning chorus that the 
Western world faces meltclown — 
economic chnos, social (lisorder ancl 
political upheaval — the nano- 
second that 1999 becomes 2000. 

It is one of the 20th century's 
most brutal ironles. January 1, 2000 
is essentially an arbilrary conven 
tion, neither 2,000 years fi 
Jesus's birth nor an obvious indica- 
lor of any cosmic happening. Yet we 
have imbued it witlı a kind of mytlıi- 
cal power that has produced a 
global feeling of anxiety, selfreflec- 
tion and doom. Now, like a self 
fulfilling prophecy, the millennium 
could bring chaos to the Western 
world because of one problem: the 
inability of computers to distinguish 


Muir spent six years suing the 
provincial government of Alberta. 
Last year she won her case and was 
awarded $750,000 in compensation: 
700 ather victims are now suing the 
state. Each has a horror story, but 
they have stnyed silent for years, 
terrified that if they complained, 
they nılghıt be sent back, 

The case of Matilda Kiesling llus- 
trates how perverse the system was, 
Now 57 and a nurse, she lives with 
her husband in a neat Jat In Edmon- 
When Matllda was 13, she was 
raped flve limes by local boys. 
When the social worker came, 
Matilda was charged with “sexual 
immorality” and put under the juris- 
diction of the juvenile offenders 
court In March 1955, she was 
placed in Red Deer, with the agree- 
ment of her father, and classed as a 
“mentally defective moron”. On her 
arrival, other inmates told her that 
she, like them, would be sterilised. 
Matilda wrote franlically to her rela- 
tives, but all her letiers were Inter- 
ceptecl, She remembers crying and 


Look back in anger . . . Lellani Muir outside the Alberta institution 
in which she was forcibly sterilised 

One of tle reasons so few people 
know about it is thal the media have 
— for once — been guilty of nol 
sensationalising a sensational story, 
Among the organs ol the executive 
class the attilude has generally been 
that the Millennium Bomb will go 
phut and not bang. 

Until this month. The Financial 
Times printed a front-page story on 
Marclı 5 that was a thinly disguised 
public apology for playing down the 
risks of the problem in an editorial 
the week before. More than half the 
letters page was derlicated to the 
issue, with the overwhelming opin- 
ion that the FT had misjudged its 
coverage in being too complacent. 


pleading with the doctors not to 
have the operation. But only a 
month after she was admitted, they 
removed her appendix and severed 
her fallopian tubes, 

Hundredls of men were sterilised 
too. One was Wayne Rustin who 
went to stay with his father, but was 
admitted to Red Deer because his 
father couldn't cope with him. After 
he was sterilised, his father commit- 
ted suicide when he realised wlıat 
he had clone to his son. 

Alberta's policy of sexual sterilisa- 
tlon was a byproduct of the new the- 
orles ou heredily emerging in the 
1920s, coupled with the cleep inse- 
curities of a yong frontier comnau- 
nity. Selective breeding of livestock 
was scen to help on the farms; it 


Pounding the beat in search of a car 


most valtable thing in the 
house, it protects itself and not 


was only a small mental slep to see 
it could be used to improve the 
Tuman stock too, 

Building their new Jerusaleın, Al- 
bertans felt threatened by growing 


southern Europe, As well as a surge 
in crime, prostitution, venerenl 
disease and alcoholism, Mental and 
moral deficiency was thought to be 
transmittecl from one generation to 
the next througlı genes, The Sexual 
Sterilisallon Act offered rengsurance 
to tlıe miclcll classes thal social har- 
ımony could be restored by stoppin 
undesirables from breeding. 

Thirty US states also conducted 
forced sterilisatlons in the Lwentics 
and thirties, bul these pelerecl oul 
after the secondl world war, Profes- 


mers could have imagined that their 
“antique” systems would still be in 
use at the end of the century. But, 
saya consultant Bea Herz, “the pro- 
grammes have worked 100 per cent 
for the last 30 years. Normally, the 
big number-crunching accounts run 
on these things. They were written 
at great expense years ago — why 


biggest IT issue ever. If anything, 
ifs being underhyped. And what's 
embarrassing is that its a totally 
man-made, idiotic problem.” 
Defusing the Millennium Bomb 
hag been called “the most expensive 
#ingle problem in human history”. 
A United States research company 
estimates that the global cost will be 
. $1.2 trillion, about three times what 
is spent each year on information 


The problem is embarrassing in 
its simpliclly; bul more embarrass- 
ing still in Its potential conse- 
quences, If dates are muddled, then 
computer systems will churn’ out 
Wrong nuiıbers, For banks, govern- 
ments, factories, shops, hospitals, 
air traffic control systemıs — in fact, 
every business that uses a micro- 
chip — this could precipitate a total 
collapse, “The very best outcome is | 
Severe economic depresslon," SAYS 
Peter de Jager, a Canadian consul 
tant who has been preaching about 
the socalled Millennium Bomb for 


A constable noted my battery 
had gone and helpfully 
me that second-hand ones 
on anle a mile down the road. 
Another asked me how much I 
wnniled to sell the car for. The 
mechanic who towed my car. 
from the compound for repair 
once before spotted me 
pity. Hours later, varlous bits 
and pieces had got it into . 
vagucly working order: 

Before I could leave, fhe . 
police insisted I sign 4 
indemnifying them from 
aponsibility for events inside an. 


I knew nothing of this, The 
police report says mince was in 
running order when they found 
it because someone was behind 
the wheel trying to make a get 
away. By the time I aaw it, the 
car had been stripped of most of 
its movable parta. Auction time 


The story is much more than just 
about technology, it is about how 
companies are run. As well as a feel- 
ing that old programs would be 
superseded, there was also a com . 
munications gap between company 
chiefs and IT managers. IT depart- 
ments havê terrible reputations: 
conıputer systems are always late, 
always overpriced and never deliver 
what they should, 


CCORDING to Herz, a pro- 

grammer in the vintage lan- 
4 guage Cobol for 17 years, IT 
departments haye been wary of ap- 
proaching executives to tell them 
about a problem they will need to 
spend millions of pounds resolving 
for no apparent beneflt. 

. Businesses rélying on old main- 
frames, such ãs many in the financial’ 
sèctor and especlally government 
departments, definitely hiye a prob- 
lem. So, it now appears;'do people 
who use “embedded chips", proces. . 
sora with operating antl timing soft- 
ware, which are used in everything 
| from traffic ghts to warplanea..; 
` Many . personal computers’. are 
alsû affected. “Give me .any com- 


stolen cars they find to a com- 
pound at Diepkloof iıı Soweto, It 
seems a strange choice of loca- 
. | on when most of the stolen cars 
ج—:‎ or at least the ones the police 
most carted about in the bad old 


white people just çlon’t like going 
to Soweto. 


mh Diepkloof, I discovered it 
didn’t matter. Many people don’t 
bother to collect their cars, 
Usually they arte half-wrecked by 
the time they have been fo 
And what the thleves haven't 
stripped, the police at the car 
pouid make aff with. 

‘A traffic cop at Diepkloof ex- 

`Î plained it to me as a mutually 

beneficlal Th 


JOHANNESBURG DIARY 
Chris McGreal 


AVING your car stolen in 

South Africa is not nearly as 
bad as the police finding it again. 
And then there are the mea 
when the cops themselves take it. 

My car firat disappeared aix 

monthıa ago while someone was ` 
empiying my house of its entire ' 
contents without any of the 
nelghbours notlcing. Almost all 
the burglars left behind 
teapot, a Rwandan mask (which 
otlıers have blamed as the dark 
source of miseries) and, moat 


‘The local police were ayna 
pathetic if a little short on help. 
“Shame,” said the constable on 
the phone, “But we don't havê a 
vehicle. Could you pick us Up 
and we'll come and look?” 

I hadn't given a thought to the 

„ car. A dash to the garage re- 
vealed it, too, was empty, The 
Iocal constabulary sald it was 
tno far to walk and suggested 
calling the Flying Squad, They 
arrived two hours later and sald 
there wasn’t much hope. The 
fingerprint man came the follow- 
ing week and asked why I'd 
closed the window the burglars 


That was it for about four ' 
montha. The insurarıce cheque . 
was in the poşt when the car . 
popped up as the getaway 
` vehicle in a robbery in Soweto. 
The smart thing would have’ 

`Î been to keep my mouth shut and 
the insurance monıey, 
Johannesburg police tow the 


Maybe not. Of the businesses that 
are admitting the scale of the prob- 
lem, NatWest is spending $160 mil- 
lion in the next two years. Elaine 
Eustace, associate director of CMG'sS 
Year 2000 Centre says that “every 
major organisation is spending tens | 
of millions", That makes several bil- 
lion dollars in Britain alone. . 

` So what İs the problem and why 
are people only aifting up and notic- 
ing now? The time bomb was armel 
back in thé early days of computer 
technology, when dates were repre 
sented by two digits, So 1965 would 
bé:65 and. sè on. There wads not 
‘enough memory space then to idd 
a third or fourth digit. It would work 
well for 30 years. The difficulty 
arises when 99 becomes 00 and the 
computer starts to believe it has 
gone backin time, ` ' 

With the pace of. technol 

chahge, few of the original program. 


` . The insurance coughed up for 
repairs, Weeks later, the car was 
delivered with the mechanic 
promising it was as good as new, 
Within two days it had disap- 
peared while parked on a 
Johannesburg street, The police 
bad taken it, “Ah, we towed that 
car.. It's atolen,” the constable 

explained. Yea, I said, the car | 
had been stolen but it had heen . 
recovered and I had the certifi- 
cate to prove it. The police 


Another doom-monger says: “I 
am quite comfortable in predicting 
that at least 1'per cent of businesses 
will fail. Thats a hiell of a lot. i regret 
that that is optimistic, Maniy say that 
Up tû 20 per cent will fail. People will 

1 out of work, The redl 
message İs not that it is a computer 
problem. It is that if it is not fixed 
, social and political con- 


Were that merely the attitude of a 
computer analyst, it might be possi- 
o dismiss it. as selfserving 
hypé,. But is the establishment 
view; frorn Robin Guenler, ëxecu- 
tive director. of Taskforce 2000, the 
appointed by the British’ gov- 

üpþ to warn husineşses 
0 update their computer systems, ' 


bafflingly, recording e stolen vel 
of Never Mind The Bollocks, o e olen 
Here's The Sex Pistols. tt 
Si the ا‎ of crimes in 
Africa these daya, stralght- 
forward robbery is something of 
a relief, Ifyou're not home 
you've had a lucky 
Murder and rape are common 
byproducts of a break-in. , 
Afterwards there was litle to do 
but buy an alarm ayatem, As the 


owners get the insurance money . | 
and the police strip the cats bè | 
fore auctioning 


. usually at kuockdown prices, tO 
frlends, relatives and business 

associates. Then the misalng . ' 
parts ate reunited with the vehi- 
. cles and the new owners make a 
killing selling then off as 


second-hand cars, 


only be 
gone a few hours but it had been 
stripped while in 


GUARDIAN WERK: 
Merch 23 19, 


Cut and 
trust 


ARTS 33 


#s (he show progreases, 
Decouflé starts to ahow us more 
of his dancers unencumbered by 
costumes and special effecta — 


gently expanding and contract 
ing like the suckers of some 
monstrous sea creature, 


Spinning humans into alien forms 


between his ideas and the work 


waiat. They look like neither fish But the show is not just a 

DANCE of today’s cult French choreogra- | nor fowl, 0 nor beast but catwalk for clever visuals, for the idea being that the ordinary 

Judith Mackrel! pher Philippe Decouflê, whose | strange creatures sprung from | Decouflê uses his designer's human body is equally capobie 
TELEVISION latest show, Decodex, ended its | the fantastical menagerie of thelr | ideas to create maglcal, exagger- Î of wonders. Certainly a ballerina 
Nancy Banks-Smith N THE 1920s, there was a world tour at Woking Dance creator's imagination. ated dance and movement that Î whipping through her 32 foz- 

/ whacky Bauhaus chorco- Unıbrella earlier this month. The costumes and optical the body could not manage solo. | ettés becomes a magical abstract 

JEWISI f grapher called Oscar Schlemmer in France, Decodex, with just | tricks alone are worth an The dancer with the proboscis of turning power. 
A: Yedding (BBC2) who hated the idea of his dances | nine dancers, three musicians | evening out. There la the knight | undulating from his walat spins But though Decouflé creates a 
ا‎ ın notable firat, an adult cluttered up with people. | and an angel in pink fur, has in armour whose helmet is faah- | through a string of turns and we | couple of memorable movement 

i mcishon, Steve, engaged to In pursuit of his desire to see become the kind of obsession loned in the shape of a towering | see him transformed into a kind | images, his choreography rarely 


Michacla, hnd decided to go the 
whale log, so to apeak, and 
convert to Judalsm., 

Itreninded me of one of 
Lawrence Durrell’s Antrobus 
slories, When the British em- 
bassy in 4omc unspecified ahelk. 
doım recelved an invitation to a 


achieves the scale, the sophieti- 
cation and the artfulneas of the 
special effects. That said, the 
show moves 80 fast, lts tricks are 
so magical, and ita motives s0 
purely engaging that to quibble 
is to resist the central fact that it 
makes children of us all, 


of catherine wheel surrounded 
by extra rings of motion. The 
manı with a rubbery antenna 
waving from his head ripples a 
long, lazy undulation through his 
spine, and the movement contin- 
ues in an elegant wave up the 
length of the rubber, 


that Riverdance is here. 

Like Schlemmer, Decouflé is 
fixated on the ways in which 
human bodies can be tranıs- 
formed into allen formas. So, in 
Decodex, the dancers come on 
atage with huge probosclses 
waving from thelr arms and 


pure shapes, patterns and 
lours moving around the stage 
he put his performers in cos- 
tumes that virtually obliterated 
their human form. 
Not surprisingly Schlemmer’s 


choreography has not survived, 
but there remains a direct line 


torso and head — turning him 
into a 1Oft-tall giant. There ls a 
duet performed with sotme 
clever mirrors that allow the 
dancers to appear and disappear 
mid-move, There ia a trjo of 
dancers whose arms are 
encased in giant suction tubes, 


women, the growth of the service 
sector and a homogeneous global 
culture which means that a good 
night out in Singapore or Salford 
could mean tlıe same thing: a Holly- 
wood movie, a Big Mac and a bop to 
2 Become 1in aclub. 


cation after his unforgivable faux 
pas that the Beatles were "on the 
wane”, What HRH had actually said 
was that the Beatles “were away", 
Buck House said solemnly. 


Jonathan King, pop star of the six- 


ties and seventies turned industry 


Spice, the final frontier 


This is not the clean-cut image that 
the record moguls are after. Far 
more helpful to future record sales 


With hit singles in 27 countries, the Spice Girls are the 
biggest British pop export since the Beatles. Where 


joyful circumcision, Antrobus, a 
junior cliplomat, was detailed io 
turn up aıtd try not to faint. The 
circumcisionee turned out to be 
an Oxford boxing blue who, 
when he realised the treat in 
store, laid about him with a will. 
Paying particular attention to the 
loony with the rusty knife, 


No relation, of course, to is the impression the Spice Girls | guru in the nineties, says: “People Three of the five band members 
Steve's surgeon. The camera wil lt all end, ask Larry Elliott and Sarah Ryle have ed that they are avatars of | have underestimated the remark | come from those parts of the United 
withdrew demurely. The offend O WHEN can we expect Sgt | cided to take their destiny in their | the new Britain. Sitting on the plush | about Margaret Thatcher being the | Kingdom that have grown in impor- 
ing member was brushed with, ft Pepper Spice and All You | own hands by gate-crashing the | velvet sofa on the Clive James Show | first Spice Girl. Almost all the things | tance over the past 20 or 30 years — 
seemed to me, a pastry brush Need Is Spice? They've had | office of Virgin's managing director, | they were very much like the Brian | they espouse are the same sort of | the Home Counties suburbs of Lon- 
and ded with blue ribbon, The four singles from one album | Ashley Newton, and switching on | Epstein-grnomed Beatles: young, | things Maggie did without the same | clon — which have been the spawn- 
surgeon held up a strip a foot straight in at number one, they are | the routine. Rather more hopefully | fresh and polite, but conducting the Û kind of flair, She indicated that | ing ground [or the new service 
long. Good God, was that it 0h, feed by all the posh television | than convincingly, Newton has | interview on their own terms. By | women could do anything and she | sector. There are lots of little girls 
1 see, u bandage. shows, they have the world at their | since said: “When we saw them | the end, James's desire to be part of j gave a clear message to 50 per cent | out there, watching the Spice Girls 


turning on the Christmas lights in 
Oxford Street or launching the new 
midweek lottery, whe have given up 
dreaming of te prince riding Up on 
a white charger andl who really, 
really wannabe a Spice Crirl. 


NE FINAL reason for the 
O group's domesti’ success 
may be tha they represent 

wlıat modern Britain is good at: ex- 
tracling a greal deal oul of not very 
ımuch through cule marketing, ad- 
vertising, egregious hustling and 
large dollops of bullshit. But making 
it big in Britain is one thing. For the 
past 30 years, groups who have 
managed a string of number ûnes 
have been touted as the new Beat- 
les, and then disappeared without 
trace in America. The Bay City 
Rollers were the biggest thing since 
the Beatles; Duran Duran were the 
biggest thing since the Beatles; 
Take That were the biggest thing 
since the Beatles, All of theın were 
fodder for the bargain bins witlıin a 
year or 18 months. On current 
form, there seems no reason why 
the Spice Gils should go the same 
way. Their records aré gelling well 
in the US, and even better in the Far 
East. The laviah promotional job 

being’ done on them is paying. off, . 
Jonathan King says that hê 
reason the Spice Girls are differen! 
from teeny bop bands before them 
is simple: they had “ an absolutely 
great pop recordl"”, backed up, ih 
some hard work, That, sall, , few 
would bet 'on the chaniçes. of the 
Spice Girls still makjp; ront-page 
hewe in 18 months" 4 

For a atart, théte 3 always the 
risk that the bedtock ‘of thelt' sup’ 


of the population that you can be 
successful, The Spice Girls are not 
saying that they are better than 
men: they are just cloiuıg musically’ 
what Maggie clicl in politics." 

The favl thal serious coınmcnla- 
tors from the Face lo the Spevtator 
have been searching for sucio- 
economic causes of the Spice Girls 
success is another indication of the 
mark they have male. There are al 
ways those who see cultural change 
as the harbinger of political move- 
ment, and it may be that afler the 
dark years of the early 1990s, Britain 
1s simply ready for a bit of feelgood. 

For the firat time in many years, 
it's no longer cool to be ıniserable, 
The Spice Girls make happy-sound- 
ing nıusic at a time when Britain may 
be ready to start feeling happy again. 
In that case, the brouhaha about 
whether the Spice Girls prefer John 


Major to Tony Blair and whether 


they are really Eurosceptics or not 
misses the point. 
The second possibility is hat in 


some strange way the Spice Girls 
„sw. Sum Up what's going on in late 
SE 20th century Britain: an 
increasingly 
„_ dominated by 


` economy 


the Spice plıenomenon had him 
waving two fingers in the air pro- 
claiming “Boy Power". 

In tlhe end, this sorl of accenlance 
matters, because it means they have 
macle the crossover into political 
consciousness. Even lhe Chancellor 
of fhe Exehequer, Kenneth Clarke, 
gingerel up a speech by saying: "AlÎ 
1 want, all [ really, really want is a 
strong economy with low inflation 
and a falling Public Sector Borrow- 
ing Requirement”, Or some such. 

What's ınore, Labour took the 
much-reported adoration for Mar- 
garet Thatcher seriously enough to 
suggest soıne political re-education. 
Peter Hain, the shadow employment 
spokesman, invited all five for a tour 
of Westminster when he was lucky 
enough to be placed on their table at 
the recent Brit Awards. 

This was the sort of cultural 
obeisance that only the Beatles have 
ever really managed to secure. 
Harold Wilson gratuitously sucked 
up to the Fab Four in the run-up to 
the 1964 election, ahd {hê Duke of 
Edinburgh 
once ‘had’ 
to issue 4 ` 


singing in our office we realised 
they weren't some pieved-together 
vision by some male Svengali. They 
have their own agenda.” 

The group's ınany fans would 
argue thal it doesun'l really matter 
wlıether {he band's lineup was 
changed for image purposes. Aflet' 
all, did not the Who and ihe Stones 
have their own Svengalis in their 
formative years? Ancl (lid not the 
Beatles ditch their original drum- 
mer, Pete Best, when they were on 


the threshold of success because he 


did not quite fit the bill? But the 
comparisons with the sixties Icons 
can be overdone. The Beatles spent 
three years plying their (rade in 
Hanıburg strip clubs and concert 


halls the length and breadth of 
Harold Macmlllan's “you've never 


had it so goocl” Britain. 


By contrast, the Spice Girls have 
never actually performed live in the 
UK and thelr record coınpany, Vjr- 
gin, and the promoters on the two 
recent visits to the US seemed to 
have blocked all live singing appear- 
ances after’ a disastrous show in 
Miaml which ended with Mel B re- 
portedly flicking two fingers at the 


alidience as she walked offstage. 


platform-soled feet. Just back from a 
whirlwind and carefully orches- 
trated tour of the United Slates, the 
Spice Girls are the biggest British 
pop exporl since the Beatles. 

But wlıat an export. On the face 
of it they are just five orclinary — 
and fairly ordinary looking — gi 
nexttloor types. It is this thal has 
made it so very easy for canny mar- 
ing men to come up with what is 
sn aS thie formula for global pup 
mination in the late 190s. 

Yet this approach has been tried 
Bnd has failed spectacularly in the 
Past. Take five pretty young things, 

or female, add a dollop of 
image, a pinch of attitude and mix 
with hype before cooking 
ا‎ high heat in as many radio and 
TVstudios ns you can find. 
The Wannabe sensations wlio 
fallen flat on their faces have 
the SGs male counter 


Parts, Thke ‘Ilınt, who were unable 
1o expand ‘the . boundaries of their 


teeny bop kingclonı to the 


Overseag market that traclitionally 


counts, America. 
So. what's the difference . this 
lime? For all the attempts to rewrite 
their early. history; the Spice Girls 
Yere ãsmanufnclured as Take That. 
new version of how they got to- 
gether is that they all kept turning 
Upat auditions aid knew each other 
hitting the big-time, But this 

last year, the story was differ« 

ent. 1 it was sald that Geri Halli 
well — former glamour model ancl 
recently voted: Britain's favourite 
Spice — was unlted: by the gilts vacs 
inns in the nıusic press: with 
el «Mel C), Mel. Brown 


This little difficulty behind 
him (or, of course, in front), 
Steve was plunged into the show- 
biz spectacular of the wedding. 

Foocl came first. Colin, the 
bride's futher, who is lhe shape 
that tailors uged to call 
stout, wanted bread-and-butter 
pudding, spotted dick, treacle 
tart and bake jam roll. Whathe 
#ol wits a three-tier cake, hot : 
chocolate pudding with choco | 
late saute, aorbuta in brandy’ 
nnap basketa, bread-and-butter 
pudding (hurrah!), orange-and- 
brandy puddingt, fresh fruit 
aulnad, crue brûle, chocolate 
mousse, alicky toffee pudding 
apple flan, erêpe suzelte 
Danish pustrles, (“Junt a nosh,” 
suid Bernie moclestly,} 

Hernie was Ihe caterCr, 
nourinher in life'a feust. Coll, 
the puddlingg-fancier, had oul 
grown (lee nner sulla 7”. 
medlum large, exlra Jarge 
double reh ا‎ — nut you 
ahaulcd seu Hertde. . 

‘Thon (he jokes Br e , speech 
Warren of [ends I 
alyllng for lhe moclern man) 
through his repertoire for 
Colin's benefit. “A prostitute, 01 
goca up ELT 1 
Warren, nol as Harry Enfie 
would say. In fact, why not 
Harry? The i of the hil 
made your cyes 

Then the car, an 1 
classic taxi, Then the. 

‘gives mo n waist,” sald adt 
Îla traditional a Jewish wet 
ding to ft the 1 
ahoulder-high and ete 


trying to lose B) Victoria .Adams- and E gil — grow ub and 

ding once ang f Michelle Stephenson..But ‘Michelle o E object i ‘adula- 

lift the bride;up.., not. fit the ‘mould and'was qa, Their, best hope, jn that respect, 

then sweat!" 1 ply dumped in favour 'of Emma’ j be the Asia, market where 1 
Steve's parents,. ظا‎ hd i tou; the baby of thegroup.- slated. Second, At sûme 

Doris, qat side by sida seéndiné “Weve had so many people say ` ll havê 8 stp. lakh, ple 

out rays qf self-restralnt. TH. ey managed us, but we've ùll been | - their only dipuuh n Spl 

were watching a video. “ the muslê iladustry for years and | ' Back into the recording’ suo: 1 

Jewish wedding. Fe've- done it:ourselves”, says. Mel low-up’ albiitis are notoriously; dif 


cili, unleas yûu are the, Beatle 
hê worst case is thatthey dnd | 


edo ' everything: . ourselvı 


were completely’ into‘ girl power and | ; 


ا 


buke and gaw circular, 8 nothing tis lot can't handle, tHieir fang’ —— Hart ‘to ‘jake then, 
Bernie. Doris,. e The .nêw' mythology 1s’ that thé’ ' was nêver the 

some 0 ; canrhay Spica-"Girlsı de- Lfinon, after" be | 
matiir a 1 


e HME i fn. opt hae 
' with Yêkê. : 


e ي‎ a ا‎ ٤ } 0 4 شو ر‎ 
Burning love . .. Ralph Fiennes in the heavily Oscar-nominated The English Patient 


pert into the film's real moment of 
hope. While Willem Dafoe, playing 
Caravaggio, the drug-addicted spy 
with his thumbs cut off, does every- 
thing he can to suggest the deaden- 
Ing bitterness the part implies. 

The film is very long, and doesn't 
sustain itself completely. Something 
happens in the last half hour or so to 
weaken the tension and make one 
doubt its emotional logic. 

But for most of the way 
Minghella has given us an inlelli- 
gent, tense andl satisfying (lrana 
that’s epic in scale bul intimate in ils 
study of character. Thats a pretty 
difficult equation, anl we must 
thank Saul Zaentz, the producer, for 
having kept the fallh when so many 
doubted. 


him, somehow make the story's less 
convincing flights of fancy, such as 
the fatal cave scenes and the march 
across the desert without water or 
food, seem tolerable. 

These are, in one way or another, 
injured people in extremes, And so 
are most of the others, so that some- 
times you wonder whether there is 
anyone in the film not badly 
wounded, either in love or war, 
There is melodrama whispering 
everywhere, But the film is good 
enough to stop it raising its voice 
too high. 

Binoche is excellent in the first 
half of the film as the faithful nurse, 
but can't quite make her emotioı- 
ally saving romance with Naveen 
Andrews's Sikh bomb disposal ex- 


Michael Ondaatje's Booker Prize- 
winning novel and hope to make a 
film of it that's successful at the box- 
office. There's an element of “thank 
God" about all those nominations. 

The first thing to Bay is that it 
looks pretty toothsome. Added to 
that there is one of those music 
scores (by the estimable Gabriel 
Yared) that swirls around you like 
an enveloping mist, Finally, and cru- 
cially, there's the acting which has 
an old-fashioned intensity about it, 
especially from Ralph Flennes and 
Scott Thomas, 

Botlı Fiennes, as the badly burnt 
English patient, who turns out to be 
Hungarian, ancl Scott Thomas as the 
marriecl woman who embarks on a 
hopeless and passionate affalr with 


32 ARTS 


A Fiennes 
romance 


CINEMA 
Derek Malcolm 


NE OF the hottest favourites 
for the Best Film Oscar for 
some time, The English 
Palient arrives İn Britain trailing so 
much glory that Anthony Min- 
ghella, ils writer and director, 
seems as entitled to crow with (r 
umph as George Lucas is with Star 
Wars. 

He's entitled because, like Star 
Wars, the film proved intensely 
difficult to finance, hard to nıake, 
and was certainly not expected to 
make the American critics jump to it 
with superlatives, 

But some international critics at 
the recent Berlin film festival pro- 
nounced it portentous and dull, and 
the jury only gave it the rather 
eccentric award of Best Actress not 
for Kristin Scott Thomas, who well 
deserved it, but to Juliette Binoche, 

Se what is it really llke? Do ııot, I 
beg of you, think you are about to 
see Lawrence Of Arabia or 
Casablanca. Minghella himself 
thinks il owes a greater debt to 
something like Fronı Here To Eter- 
nity, and he's right. The film is an 
epic, and adult, tale of doomed 
romance — of the kind Hollywood 
used to nake but now doesn't dare 
nı caše its core auclienice of 17- to 25- 
year-olds get bored. 

In a certaln sense, this is why the 
mostly old hands at the Academy 
are so pleased with it. Il remincls 
them of the tlmes when you coulkl 
dake a piece of “Hterature" like 


sis and drug-taking that svemeal 
alien lo the (lirector. The Nun's 
Slory (195%, The Sundowners 
(196) md Behold A Pale Horse 
(1904) were ill starry, respectable 
but rather ukl-faslloncl. A Mau 
Fur All Seasons, similarly now feels 
1o0 higleminclecl und schentatic [or 
the age of The Gradunle and Bot- 
nie And Clyele, But Zinnemaunn 
nppreclateel Ue restrained unt 
im of Boll's play and he won [lne 
perforniunces front A AIFONFE Cals, 

Fle worked slowly by hen, tul 
he was much pained in 1909 when 


MGM abandonecl André Malraux's 


Man's Fale a few (laya before 
shoollng was lo slarL Tle was then 
based in England and it was from 
there that he did Tha Day Of The 
Jackal (lense but ocdlclly teclnical), 
. Julla (his heartfelt tribute lo Jewish 
origins and the Europe tıg lad 
known), and Five Days One Suumm- 
mer (an insipk romance set against 
the world of mountalncering). 

, His autobiography, published! in 
1992, was generous to everyone, 
without disclosing more than 1 gra- 
‘cious servant to story İn Ziune- 
mann himself. He seemed reserved 
in the new age of artist directors. 
But times have moved on so that 
now we can feel wistfûl for his great 
tidinesa. 


He and his wife of over, 50 years . 


‘lived in London, latterly on Mount 
,. Street, , where. he kept. an office 
1 ' above. their flat. He was most at 
ı|. ease one on one, and hé was always 
A kindly, tactful guide to the yqung, 

"û gentle iman. ر و‎ 


David Thomson 


Fred Zinnemann, director, born April 
29, 0 dled Main 1 14,1997, 


Outrage behind the decorum 


lıe was at MGM in the short-feature 
department. It was a (remendlous 
training in economic story-telling 
and learning how to get.nlong with a 
Rludio, and it led Zinnemann at last 


,t fylly-lerlged fealüres. 


In tlie decade ar so before Fron 
Heré To Eternily, lié did some re- 
.mûrkable work ou storles that 
showed (he dnımage or aftereffeel 


` ûf war: Tlie Seventh Cras (1944) is 


aboiul, cacapees from A concéênlra- 
lon cump searching for a safe 
haven; In Act Of Violence (1948), a 

‘soldier comes back fron war seek- 
ing vengeance on the man who be- 
trayed him in action; in The Men 
(1950), Marlon Branco made a dra- , 
matic case for paraplegics; while in 


Teresa (1951), Plier Angeli was’ an 


Itallaıi GI bride unhappy in New 
York, 

High Noon (1952) is famous for 
its rigid limits of lime and Space, for 
its parable on a community's disinté- 


. gration .under threat, and the 


hunçhed majesty of Gary Cooper's 


' sheriff. Writer Car] Foreman was 


about to become a victim ûf 
McCarthyism; and producer Ştan- |. 
ley Kraméêr was a Hollywood liberal. 


Zinniemûann was content tû diagram : 


‘the action and bulld. thé tension, As 
so often in his career, he never saw 
himself aš a dominating figure but . 
as fomeone who helped others do 
their best, . 

Alter From Hete To Eternity, he 


1 wis 1 major director, and as such! he: 


was' glyen’ some hig projecta, ‘with 
which he wag less than conforfable. 
‘The musical Olklalioma! (1955). 

, defiantly earthbound. A Fat Of 


'Ralri (1950) i is ã venture into. et 


qualities In a different light. For the 
big studios, Zinnemann was reli 
able, dramatic, yet tasleful ancl noıt- 


assertive, His grent courtesy as a 1 


man extended to actors ancl crews. 
He worked patiently andl (iclily, wltlı 
respect for budgets, and he snfely 
dleliverecl big pictures, 

I such praise souncls ‘trnunped, 
0 should recollect tlnt, In 1953, 
James Jones's From Here To Eter- 
nity scemed an  unfilmably raw 


book, Yet Ziınemann pulled It off in ` 
ways that satisfied huge aticllences , 


without offending .Colunmbla, the 


` atûidlo, or jones. Zinuemann had his 


„boss Harry Cohn's support, as well 
as an ‘adroit screenplay by Daniel 
Taradash. But, in 1953, the sexual 
material was palpable beneath the 
surface, and' the élements of vlo- 
lence, destructive ' Independence 
and institulional tyranny were quite 
clear withiri the melodrama. 
Zinnemann was Vlerınese, bor! 

in 1907. He startled his family 

giving up law for a shot at movies. 
Hê went to Paris to study the can} 
era (he was an ardent still photogra- 
‘pher all his life, who took special 
piide i ii Victorla & Albert exhibi- 


tion of his work), When’ he moved 


to Berlin in 1929 fe was one of a 
remarkable quartet — ‘with Billy 


Wilder, Edgar Ulmer and Robert |. 


Siodnıak — wlıo iade, a doçumen- 


, tary feature, People Ori Sunday. Al 
four woükl beçpmê SUCCES stories ۴ 


ih America, 

When Zinemanii' weit West, he 
workecl for Robert’ erly, he as- 
sistéd on an Eddie’ Cantor picture, 
and he nade a film în Mexico with 
Paul Strûnd, The Waye, But by 1937, 


OBITUARY 
Fred Zinnemann 


RED ZINNEMANN, who has 

diel aged ‘89, was modest and 
recent to degrees unêxpected in a 
movie (lireçtor. He ‘Tiated public 
spcaking and erowcled occasions, ' 
` The (leafness thal overtook hinı 
‘In later years meant (hat he wns a 
` Loncloner who seldom went to the 
movles or the (heatre. But he had 
‘loyal fi tiencls who knew that the very 
prival{e mah was also prod and — 
In the best sense — egotistical. Like 
lis old friend Billy Wilder, he some- 
times, felt a little passed „over by 
fickle tastes. 

Twice m hla lifetime, Zinnêmann 
hal sweeping nights at the Oscars 
when he had no choice but to be the 
centre of allention, In 1953, he won 
Best Director for From Here To 
Etêrnity, which also took the award 
for Best Picture. In 1966, he did that 
double again 'on A Man For All 
Seasons. Both pictures showed the 
kind of man and courage that elects 
to swim agalnst the streém of contr 
promise and team spiril ~ and this 
was how Ziiitemaiin saw himself, ! 

Of course, he never cinimed to be 
the author, or artist, on, 8 CH ven- 
tures; he had James Jones's rûvel 
and Robert Bolts play to wérk with. 
Nor did aufeurist critics hail hint for 
his ' Style ' or "camera personality, 
Indéedl, in his book The Ameritan 
Cinema, ‘Andrew Sarris' pþut 
Zinnenıaun in the "Less Than Meets 


¦ the Eyê" category, and spoke of the 


defects of "neatness and decoruni". 
But Hollywoocl , vlewecl hose , 


@iJARDIAN WEEKLY 
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Father, dad or patriarch? Bakgat dictionary‏ 


Katharine Whttehorn Donald Woods nln, ike an expression 

rhood Reclalned: o | of astonishment, adoration, mystifi- 
ing of a Modern Father A Dlctlonary of South African English | cation or exasperation. It was 
py Adrlenne Burgess adited by Penny Siva originally resorted to by Afrikaanıs- 
vermillon 384pp £9.89 Oxford B56pp 285 speakers who didn't want to utter 


the name Jesus (or Yesus) pro- 
£ YOU arrive now-now we won't | fanely, and so used only the [Irat sy1- 


stay bad friends. I need company | lable and added the “like” for 
because I got a skrik just now | further disguise. In modern South 
when a gom threw a vrot naartjie at Î Africa, however, the whole thing of 
me — the oke was nıos pranking to Î “Yislike” is usually shortened to: 
his tjerrie and sommer let vip, I ran | “Yissssssssss!" and a grandstancl 
into the veld in my velskoens and j full ofrugby watchers voicing shock 
nearly vrekked. at a referee with a collective 
In more orthodox English the | “Yigsssass!" sounds like a snake- 
above would read: "If you arrive very | park full of enraged puffadders. 
soon we'll patch up our quarrel. I | , ‘The dictionary tries valiantly, with- 
need company because 1 had a bad Î out total success, to establish the or 
fright a moment ago when a yobbo | gin of "puttyticks", nıeaning “sinıple” 
threw a rotten tangerine at me — the | or "easy" or “piece of cake", but it 
fellow was actually showing off lo his | deals marvellously with three won- 
girl frieml and simply let fly. | ran | derful “gat” .words — slapgat, 
into the open fields in my rawhide | lıardgat ard bakgat — which are 
shoes and nearly died of fright." As a | highly expressive when correclly 
clescendant of several generations of | pronounced, with tlie “g" sounding 
Englishspeaking South Africans I | like the “ch" in "loch". The word 
read tlıis huge volume — 850 pages | "gat" not only means "hole" but often, 
and 5,000 entries — with increasing | regrettably, "arse", so that “slapgat” 
delight, in recognition of so nıany old | refers to a slovenly, undisciplined per- 
verbal friends and phrases uniquely | son, and “hardgat” means stubborn. 
South African — as evolved not only But “Bakgat!" is one of my 
by my ancestors of British origin but Î favourites, It means “Greall" or 
also by speakers of the country’s | “Terrific!", yet it was only on read- 
r n languages. : 1 a lend dietary that 1 fi- 
A i ¢ lwo main contributory lan- Î nally found out why. arently in 
Fathers in the developed world are confused about their role. But in | guages to South African English are | pioneer days the DR tell by 
normal (or fathers to be very | the Aka pygmy tribe, it is always the men left holding the baby naturally the other main languages | taste whether bread or certain other 
imolved with their children, particu | 1 of the counlry — Nguri (Xhoua- | food was baked in the besl way, in a 
larly before the Industrial Revolu- | hierarchical structures, which are | ing one stage further than most in | Zulu-Swazi- Ndebele) and Afrikaans, proper “Bakgat" or “bake-hole," or 
ton sent everybody off to work in | no longer seen as tenable, and emo- Î envisaging an obligalion on mothers | itself evolved by the descendants of | whether it had been baked by other, 
different directions, It was even | lional distance, no longer seen 4š ÎÛ l0 be providers, to balance in- | the Dutch-Flemislı settlers of 1652, Î inferior ıneans, If 1 was ol Lhe best, 
fought lo be bad for children — | desirable. We really do not know | creased caring by fathers —~ a fairly | so that “bad friends" (friends who | the expert would taste it then pro» 
lysanywny ~ to be too long under | whether fathers should be dads or j unlikely scenario, to my mind. have fallen out) comes directly from | nounce it approvingly: “Bakgat!" 
wey “petticoat government"; a j patriarchs." But she is spot on in blaming dis- j the Afrikaans "kwaai vriende”. This dictionary is a fine achieve- 
mwhad a crucial and undodgeable The book is written with some | tant and inadequate fathering nıosl South African English also ac- | ment — the result of a quarter- 
mkt İn the upbringing of his irony and wit, and studqled with quo | of all on the way work is organised, | quires such Xhosa-Zulu words as | century of painstaking research and 
diren. tations, often moving, fronı fathers | In Sweden (but of course), take-up | “songololo” (a centipede that coils Î professional commitment originated 
„His not, Burgess thinks, that our | about how they feel about their chil- Î of paternity leave is as high as 50 | up when touched) and “basela” or by Professor Wiliam Branford of 
ies of fatherhood have not devel- | dren. My only quarrel is that | per cent; here, a man who cares too | “bonsela", a bonus or tip. Rhodes University, Grahamstown, 
ped with changing times, but that | though, rnast of the time, every fsct | much about being around his farm- Perhaps the biggeet contribution Î in South Africa's keystone province 
recent decades it has only been | is backed up by studies and cita- | ily is going to lose out at work — Î from South African English to inter | of Eastern Cape, where the coun- 
discussed in a feminist context. Wil | tions, Burgess every now and then | “spending more time with my fam- j national English is the word “trek” trys three main languages first met 
te do more with the children, so | asserts with equal confidence some- j ily", after all, is usually cole for re- | for a long, hard journey, though the | and mingled. 
that she can' do less? Is she having | thing for which ahe offers no back- | signing altogether, Perhaps if the | Afrikaans word also means “pull”, It is algo a fitting salute to South 
o compete at work with men sup- | ing whatever, such as that sexually | family-friendly policles that are cur- | Also widely known is “veld”, pro- | African English, not only a8 a vigor- 
foried by a wifeand-mother. at | abusing fathers night do it less if al | rently being promoted, largely for | nounced “felt, meaning open | ous young component of inter- 
home? So much emphasis on the | lowed more non-sexual Intinacy. women’s beneflt, could be seen as | countryside, Other comnıon adapta- | national English but as the language 
male angle distorts the picture: The problem pecullar {o our age ÎÛ a bonanza for men, we, might actu- | tions from Afrikaans are “stompie" | which ia overwhelmingly the lingua 
what is it that fathers have to offer | 1s, of course, tle amount of father- | ally get somewhere with if; well, | (a cigarette end; also a nickname for | franca for all 43 million South 
8 | not just secondliclass mother | Ing that goes on when the parents Û maybe, : 2 a short person), “takkie” (tennis Î Africans. As such It is the country's 
hg? "If Images are taken from the | have split. Burgess thinks how well ‘This book rales more issues shoe) and “mool" and “lekker”, | most important lUnguistic bridge, 
ll armoury, they have tlhe appeal | it can be done depends crucially on | than it solves, but that is, perhaps, | meaning nice or pretty or tasty, ac- | linking South Africa's various corr 
the famillar and offer fathers an | the soclal circumstances. And she | ite strength. So too does belng a | cording to inflection, munities to each other while inking 
elusive role, But they also imply takes the idea of equality. in parent | parent. . ‘Then there is that classic South | their entire nation to the world, 
1 


MID all the fuss about work- 
A ing mothers, there comes a 

timely reminder of (he 
forgotten figure in the clıill-care 
equation: the father. Fatherhoodl Re- 
daimed is a substantial book that 
looks at the role of father's in various 
ages and places andi tries lo arrive at 
some sort of modus vivendi for the 
modern male. 

Once, the father was suppased ta 
be the stern patriarch, setting stan- 
dards for the family: recently, he 
has been urged to be as tender and 
lwing as a mother — but not a 
wimp, of course, He is encouraged 
lo see his baby born — but 
expected to work all the hours God 
sends to be a good providler. No 
er the poor blokes are 


doubt if this book will do much 
lo dear their confusion — there are 
too many studies cited, too many 
palerns of fatherhood discussed, 
tuen unto the Aka pygmies where 
lhers do it all, But it might cheer 
them up a bit, For Burgess conclu- 
sively shows that it has usually been 


O ES . a 1 divisible; in thie North, ecology is | lash. Rowell spells out how far Right 1 at risk, Harvey documenta how 
Politics grow on trees 1 beginning, to thread a way through Î political movements, militlas, the | England is belng :relnvented .by a 
ES . E ٍ : . | social. justice and poor people's | corporate community and dodgy | small group of aero moguls with 

John Vidal. E late 1990a — five years after the Rlo | movements, the military economy | academics around the world are now | distinctly global ambitions for. its 


1 earth summit, long enough after | and globallaation; and in, the Fast, it | tar ‘activist — in the courts, | future, For. them the chemical in- 
Soi Reckoning 1 3 ` '' Î communism to count — asa defin- Î is breeding profound doubts about | in the PR houses and with the gun. | dustry is making nature irrelevant 
tyTom Athanaslou ¦ | ng moment in the debate about | the reconstruction process.', ` | From Ogoniland, and the landless | and but for:the beef crisis, he.sayB, 
and Warburg 3850p £12.99’ | emerging pollticel and sociel ideas. | The, new ecology, lie saya, Js | squatter armies in Brazil tû Talrmlle the new agricultural , revolution’ 
eKlling oft i Î Here we stand, worn out demûcra- | everywhere getting mixef up İn the | may şeem far, but what happens | being plotted and colluded with hy 
ra 0 Count! $ clea and rusty iostitutions in hand, Û new real world and 18 muscling In | when the Davids, stand up,to the Go- Û both major, politjcal. parties ‘might 
ا‎ m 0 with corporatlons, dictating govern- | on; economics, justice,’ new .demo- | Ilatha can be tragic. And şcandalous,. Î well have gone unchallenged. Its.a 
2 pp £16,09 mênt agendaş aqd the gap between | cracy, éven the media,. IE is Ollver Wolston is not g litfle:man, | brave,much needed bale about the 
TT Û rich. and poor widening „by the | unashamedly, challenging, More The Cambridgeshire. farmer blew | English llusion. 
Andy Rowe)  '  '' ' | minute, So. what next? "Thg future, |: over the new polities must be work- Î the gaff on. the Common Agricul Î : We gre şi] waiting for. the uhex- 
504p £asnbk £12.gspbk | he saye, is. wide open for environ. ing becuse environmentality are | tural Pollcy subsldy system by pub» | jiuxgated stary.of BSE, but there 14:: 
ت‎ : ' | mentallstş .ag they begin to ajde | being brıitally repregsed, by, both. | licising one of hiş £200,000 cheques. | a sense thatra'cruel and polsonoûs' | 
' squarely with the new agenglag qf | governments and.corporations.. The, | When he started to get threatening | system is at work and that'we' are’ j 
' grassroots movements, new techno’ | lessons for the rmaiiatream groups, Î letters from other farmers it hecame alist too bid’ to rétognlse that it. 
: logieaand soclalchaige.  . , . | seeking public approvşl ls thek they, | clear how rotten was the state of | ison ourdoorstep, ': 1۰+ 
Aiea icailica' ejviron: | may beome lbrelovint tthe do, | Brilsh arming, how deo thie ا‎ 
( niew . social 


. mentaliém. as having, finally grown |' not .responid : | vested Interests and how. iniquitous! ت شت‎ 
tp 8f f Body of coherent ideaa, with st. come oft: the | Herel agricultural gende. |: | PUBLISH YOUR-BOOK| 
a mich needed group of falled and jj polltjtal fence. ,. . .. ,ı r . i Grahai, Harvey recounts iWoF | Û i Su n o. | 
' much wiser veterans.to temper. the |. Beware, hough, Gren Ideas are |i ston's story lh The: Killing Of. The! The ‘Pentland Press Î | 
arly? | old ralvitiee. Thi : 18 preçisel pnd Counteyelde, one of 1997s . | | Flnburgh Curbrldgel Durhnm USA | | 

"' | ple in. Britain. aa | are.pome of. ihe few still confronting || scary’ books, even .if it:feels eur Enertard RRIGtromes, 
9 Î havê. ıot been well : d, إو‎ apd entrenched Î' Susly ùldfaihioredl with: ‘Hts. mieaty: I | wene ir clelaile dr aele your manuscript jo: 
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A long gulp 
of Corinth 


ART 
Adrian Searle 


// LKING around the Lave 
Corinth retrospective at the 


Tante Gallery, London, la a lonely, ; 
unacttling experlence, Lonely 
heruuse the show is cleatlya . 
zilch on the Tate's Cezannomeler 
of popularity, ancl dispirltlng be, ` 
cause nn hour's company with ' : 
(he artist in about as much as 
this particular lifetime can bear, . 
‘Touted ı4 uno of the greats of 
20th century German art, and as 
an “undiscovered” modern 
artist, Corinth comes across a 
aıı unplcasant painter and a ain. 
fgularly unengngding Individual. 
This woulcl be unfair, were lt not 
for Corinth’'s constant return lo 
himself in his paintings -- as a 
latter-day Renıbrandt, as o tippler 
and as a lover, glass in one hand, 
fiancée's nipple in the other. 
Corinth was nothing if not a 
selfdramatist, u Falstaffian, 
rumbuslous noiler of olls, Hh 
uarly career in /în-de-siécle 
Munich was conventional 
enough, and his portraits show 
him as a politely Frenchifed 
painter — borrowing urbaniy | 
from Mfınct, senlimenlnllem 
from Tissot, Whintfurlnegs from 
Whistler ancl i Ler rible kind of 
slithery, brushy pawing from 
lale Renoir. IF we can't blame ا‎ 
bim for laek of originality, nur 
ean we hold him renponsible for ! 
the sexuil nltiludlea of hls time 1 


The truth is told at last about Hitler's reluctant army. 
And Germany doesn't like it, says Stephen Plalce 


dier coerced and corrupted Officer E, miffed al having 

by the Nazis has become one [| missecl out on an execution pariy, 
‘of the cenlury’s most powerful icons, Î wriles: “What a shame 1 coulcln't 
an everyman for an age mired in j lıave taken part in lhe mopping-up 
„Î wioral ambivalence. It has been per | of these wretches, It would have 
‘Î petualedl in hundreds of films ancl | been a pleasure. How my revolver 
„Î novele, from San Peckinpalı's Cross Î would have smoked . . ." If these or- 
' Of Iron, to Stalingrad, The Desert | (linary Germans were only obeying 
'Î Fox and êven The Creal Bscape, orders, they were doing so cheer- 
Î Weall know the scenarios — the | fully, and in some cases with glee, 
decent regular officer looking on Wat is on show here is nothing 
'Î helplessly as he witnesses (he brutal | shorl of tbe systematic use of the 
itiea of the SS, the humane prison | army as state executioner. The 
camp coımnandlant «lriven over the | mass murders in Serbia at Cacak 
edge by the Gestapo. The ordinary | and Kraljevo, and in the concentra: 
soldier's (lilemma has even been | tion camp in Sabac, canı now be asڱ-‎ 
turnerl into a comic cliché: wituess | cribedl to the Wehrmacht, 
thê comic-book Krautery of 'Allo. One of the official photogı'aphers 
"Allo — *J vas only obeying orders? in the "partisan" war in Serbia, Ger- 

' Military historians, too, have been Î hard Gronefeld, has contributed to 
anxious to put (listance between the | the exhibition. He was with the 
aclivities of the Wehrmacht al | army when it conducted executions 
those of Hitler's Praetorian guard. | at Pancevo, near Belgracle, Grone- 
This division of culjrability is a reas- | fell, who subsequently became a 
suring myth that bolls the victorious | nature photographer for Life maga- 
Allies and the defeated Germans | zine, kept his photographs of 
lıave foundl convenient. Now an exhi« | Wehrmacht firing squads buried in 
bition, The War of Annilıilalion: |j his garden in case the Russians dis- 
Crimes of Lhe Wehrınachl 194144, | coverecl them. ۹ : E 
has coınpletely shatler'ecdl that intage. The most damning evidence of o. ا‎ 
The exhibition has been touring j genocide concerns the Sixth Army 1 


T HE honourabk German sol- | goorl to get out and see the worl..." 


German cities for nearly two years, |j during its sweep eastwards through | EES le 
andl the cùvirlence has been snow- j Russia ancl the Ukraine, There is Î ¥ N % BF e SEF 
balling Alf the time, as more and j undeniable photographic evidence | German soldiers execute suapected pirllsans in Minsk: (wo of may 
more exxervicemen ancl their fami- | of Wehrmacht atrocilics at | photographs that expose the Wcehrmacht’s culpability in war criınes 
lies contribute letters ancl photos | Tarnowl, Shitomîr and Charclov. 
hiclden away for half a century. ‘The army may have been working | to task about {heir involvemuut iu | image ul the Germ iarnty, 1l 
Now 1hat it has reachecl Munich Î in conjunction with Himmler's death | National Socialisnı in case the infra- j ceutre-rigglit lender in Munich, eter 
in (he conservative heartland of | squals, but the practical organisa | structure uf ihe country fell apart, | Gauwciler, boycolted lhe show's 
Bavaria, lhe exhibillon has sparked | tion of 1he wurk-tlen-lo-cleath | s0 the integrity of (hc army needled to | opening ceremony and helel his awi 
a huge political row that has already | camps and mass slhouling grounds | be preserved, “Denazificatian" was | ceremony of remembrance at Lhe 
spilled onto the slreets in violenl | was the job of ortlinary army units. | token at best. And it is telling that lL | ‘Tomb of the Unknown Sullier. 
demonsiralions and arrests, The While acdlmilling army coınplicily | was this period that spawned Lhe | (Here al least was one meınber uf 
reactlon las inevitably brought to | in the slaughter, Germany's defence | image of the “honouralle" German | the Wrhrmachl nobudy cunuld it 
mind the cily's most famous show — | ministry still resists wlıolesale con- | soldier compromisecl by evil Nazis, | cuse of war crimes.) His ceremony 
1937's Entartete Kunst, where the | clennmMion of its wartime troops. In Erfurt the exhibition panels | was well alendecl by oll andl young, 
Nazis held up the degenerate art of | Tlıe officlal line is that the bulk of | were sprayedl with the word "Tes", Iı | some of cu carrying wliile ros 
the “Jewish” Expressiouists for pub- | the blame lies with Nazi agencies, | Regensburg the mayor boycotted lhe | symbol of the resistance novemenl 
lic denunciation. Now lhat the (leeds | particularly tlic SD, the ruthless se- | opening because the image il gives of | cluring the ‘ITuirel Reich. 
of the generation Influenced by that | curity service of the SS. The army | te Welırmacht “docs not appeal lo For lle exhibition's organisers aul 
show are on display, a feslivnl of Î has always made much of lhe resis. | me", But tlıe critics have been unable | their hoals, the Social Demacralic 
او‎ 0 once n ت تست س ا‎ e nly of the j cily council, Gn honour noW 
te exlibition charges ft 1 photographs andl letters. An so the j means conlnyg clean — exposing {he 
Wehrmacht with major war crimes, As one soldler put It „ j altacks have become personal, full horror of the atrocilies perp 
and itis difficult to see how they cal | after a tour of the Pony-tallecl Hannes Heer, one of | tratecl by. previous generations, Bul 
2 eed: N ا ا ا‎ the organisers, has n outecl AB A Mayor E 0 0 lls cole 
ron thc Eastern nt show (he former communigt and Mnoist wilh | leagues expected {rouble. No poster's 
mass execulion a gypsies, concentratlon camps, A mln E OE luring e a DOL for' fear of uent, 
prisoners of war atl socallcd parll- | ¢ peace. Another, the millionaire phil. | ancl He opening ceremony hal to be 
0 ا‎ soldiers e Cul a t's good to get out Bnlnronle) a eem 0 ofa a atthe last ule. ‘This win ol 
'Fhey leave no cloubl about {le zeal s | prominent tobacco manufacturer, | ficlally t0 nunke room for tue lure 
and enthusiasm wlth which the and see the world ... has been told that he should mount | crowcl that was expectecl, but really 


und place. But we clon't havel 
like him for ihem either, : 

‘Ihe Tate's show (until May | 
falters along. As a painter 
Corinth Hemn to have veered 
betwecn flaltering ncudemlclsn 1 . 
amd nı greedy devouring of early 1 
moderriam. Mix all duis in with 1 
panthcinım, mylhology, biblleal 
ranls and noclal-climbing Mat 
tery, and you're bounci to g4 
very noxious brew. 

Corinth, (he Munich Journeî” 
man of tle 18808, took off to he 
Acndémie Julien in Parls ln 
1887 for four yeara, and : 
nehleved sucess in Berlin la 
1900 with a iruly vile pairing 
based on Oncar Wilcle's Salonks 
arrenling} not 8o much for its: 
nubject m~ Snlome finge 
decapitated head of John he 
Bapliat — as for his depiction 


army pursıtccl systemalic exlerınl- au exhibition about the victims of | to avoid the demonsiratlons taking | Salome na a gaudy premon' 
nalion in Serbia, Russia and the | tance ofa small group of its officers, | the tobacco industry, rather than | place oulaide the Town Hnll, where | of Joann Crawford. 0 1 
Ukraine, with hardly a Gestapo car | whiclı culminated in the unsuccess- | those of the Holocaust. the exhibillon is being held. Then come the cruclfxlo lali: 
or an SS Insignia irı siglıt. ful attempt to assassinate Hitler in On the aurîace, Munich has put Nevertheless, Ude proved to be j andi depositions; Odysse 0 
But the main thrust of the evi | 1944. Hitler hiraself regarderl the Î its past as Hitler's cultural capital be- | the star of lhe show, earning enthusi- | ing a heggar in.the ball “bla 
dence is thal it nails tlıe Ile that ordi- | army as the “second pillar” of the | hind it. But perhaps it has done so a | astic applause. He insisted the exhlbi- | clawing his eyes out; kT : 
nary Germans knew nothing of the | Reich, after the Party. These pic- Î little too firmly. The monument to | tion was not a blanket conclemnalion | nuclea llke Nana, trying, 0 1 
Holocaust. The letters on cdlisplay, | tures make it much more difficult | the victims of National Socialism, an | of the Wehrmacht, nor an altenpt to | pears, to back away ا‎ ma 
written mostly by low-ranking | for army apologists to clalm it was | ugly, square, vandakproof column | unclermine the modern army. But he | man-with the brush; and mlb. 
soldiers to their families and girl- j merely coerced into helping him. with an eternal flame, Is tucked | pulled no punches. His generation | many sel&portralts! fat, dr 


friends, prove public knowledge andl But what is also disturbing about | away apologetically at the top of the | should not feel morally superior, he Î old, Hl. . OOS woke 

tacit support for the slaughter ofthe | these revelations is the apparent Î Maximilianplatz. It is tiny in com- | said. They should count themselves In 1911 he uaffared bed. 

enemiés of the Reich. coverup in the immediate postwar | parison with the confident eques- | lucky they never had to face the stark | that left him partlally 19127 
‘The tone is oftén missionary. The Î perlûd. The compilers of the exhibt- | trian. statues of the Bavarian kings | choice of their fathers and grand- | His Blinded Samson of 


soldiers write of the need to rid the | tion found army records had been | that adorn the main squares, fathers — serve İn a totalitarian state 

world of "subhumanity", of putting | systematically weeded of incriminat- | . Conservative Bavarians nay not | or be eliminated themselves... 

the Jews out of thelr “wretched mis- j ing material. Some regimental files | want to remember the war or the | ‘The expected reaction came in 

ery”, of a “sanitiéatlon programme” | may well have been destroyed dur- | Holocaust. But since the exhibitton | the first weekend of March when 

for the white race, to which the Eng- | ing the bombing, bùt it is hard to be- | opened in February they have been | far-right groups and young neo- 

lish and Americans are “traitors”. lieve tiıat the Wehrmacht had time to | prepared to take to the streets and | Nazis marched through the city 
The Wehrmacht's High Corre | destroy all the incriminating evr | cenotaphs for the honour of Ger- | centre, ostensibly to counter the 


miand seems to have done fittlé to | dence: during the ‘collapse of the Î manyr: The. local centre-right party | show's central assertions, in one of | itas a facing-up to "oat ya are. 
control the low of this casual infor. | Reich. Was there Allled complicity in | has'Bden vociferous: in Its opposi- | the biggest demonstrations by the | self-portraits of his! 8 fragile pe 
mation. It's clear from these letters | thecoverup? ` . tion. At a me when neo-fascism iş' | extreme right in recent years, undeniably wounde' or lhe 
that many of the soldiers revelled in The Allles had good reason to | galning-support heross the counlry, But Munich was always ike this, | tures, but great claims, 
thelr grûésome work. As one soldier | exempt the Wehrmacht and its offî- | it is making corhmori cause with the | a forward-looking city hampered by | are miaplaced. The re 
Chattily puts It in 1942 after going on | cers from the war trials. In the same 'Î ‘extremeright, : .. . "| areactionary hinterland, Ancl it may | confuslons of Le his hugmanlb,, 
a sightseeing tour Of concentration | way .that the judiciary, clergy and ,Î After instructions bythe defence | take more than a few tionourable' | weigh his skills: 1 dola." 
camps around Auschwitz: “It really ia | medjcal profession were qot takên . ` | however; is never 


' ministry. to counteract the negative .| men to withstanid the reaction. ` 
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in a cave in the Holy Land, have 
themselves become the subject of 
controversy. 

Another avant-garde biographer, 
the Australian Barbara Thiering, de- 
veloped her own idiosyncratic ap- 
proach to the Serolls in 1992 with 
her controversial Jesus The Man. 
She claimed to have deciphered one 
fragment among the scrolls which 
revealed that Jesus was part of a de- 
vout sect of Essene Jews, at odds 
with the gospel writers, who there- 
fore distorted his merrory. The true 
Jesus, Thiering said, did not die on 


the lid on the real opinion of his 
peers on the Virgin Birth and the 
Resurrection, so Wilson is today 
blowing the gaff on other "facta" 
quoted as gospel from the pulpit. 
There is, for instance, a body of 
evidence to suggest that jesus was 
not born in Bethlehem or even in a 
stable (Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John never mention the manger or 
the cattle a-lowing) but rather iu the 
city of Sepphoris In Galilee, He was 
no rural boy, who came to the 
bright lights of Jerusalem late in his 
short life, but grew up in a thriving 


metropolls with siblings and parents | the cross but married Mary Magda- 
who did not, Wilson suggests, con- j lene, had three children and passed 
sider him divine. away peacefully around 64AD. 

The sharp-eared in the pews may | Thiering’s theory was, needless to 


say, rubbished by Lhe academic and 
clerical bigwigs, but by that time it 
had. become an international pub- 
lishing sensation. 

Whatever its provenance, the new 
style of religious — or irrellgious — 
blography is "very seductive", says 
literary agent Derek Johns of A P 
Watt. “Whether people go to church 
on Sundays or not, the prevailing 
system of belief in the West remains 
a Clıristian one . . . And so taking a 
fresh look at Christian subjects . , . 
has an enorınous appeal,” 


T WOULD be a mistake, though, 
contends American publishing 
executive Marian Wood of 

Henry Holt, to think that books 

such as Mailers and Wilson's will 

only sell to those outside the 
churches. "There are, granted, far 
more ‘religous’ people than those 
who go to church, but here in the 

US many of those wlıo aencdl do ask 

questions, do listen lo the rvidence 

of science and history and clo dlistin- 
guish between the core of thet faith 
and the nou-residual parts of it." 

Woad believes there is another 
element al play ~— the millennium. 
“I sometimes think i's more of an 
obsession with publishers lhan witlı 
our readers, but you can't discounl a 
link between the current interest in 
these subjects and the approach of 
the year 2000.” 

However much it may gall the pil- 
lars of the ecclesiastical and acade- 
mic establishment to see their 
territory annexed by an uninhibited 
breed of populist biographers, they 
can at least take comfort in the re- 
newed interest that will be generate 
in characters whose shelfllfe had 
hitherto seemed to have expired. 


have already been alerted to this. 
The Gospels do drop clues, but any 
follow-up Is usually stone-walled by 
the ecclesiastical establishment. St 
Peter, the first pope, is describexl as 
married, yet this is pooh-poohed in 
the Roman Catholic Church's on- 
going debate on the priesthood. 
Jesus's friendship with various 
women, and the fact that his mis- 
sion was effectively bank-rolled by 
Joanna, wife of one of King Herod's 
stewards, is likewise touched on 
fleetingly in the Good Book. Yet it is 
seldom the subject of sermons or 
papal encyclkcals, leaving feminist 
historians convinced that the full ex- 
tent of women's involvement in 
Jesus's entourage has been edited 
out of the Bible by a Church anx- 
ious to bultress the standing of its 
own all-male leadership. 

Even with Paul, various hints 
droppecl in his letlers are played 
down. Though he is conınıonly 
quoted as having no time for women. 
he alludes ambiguously in his Letter 
To Thıe Corinthians that he was once 
married. Wilson makes much of 
Paul's description of his father as a 
tent-maker, This is taken tradition 
ally to suggest humble origins, but 
the author points out that in an age 
before travel lodges and cars, such a 
profession was highly prized, carried 
out by appointment to kings and enî 
perors. Paul's prosperous mercantile 
origins and connections are key, Wik 
son goes on lo contend, to his suc- 
cess iı bringing the new gospel to 
the ruling classes of his time, 

There is clearly, however, a bal 
ance to be struck in evaluating new 
sources that contradict the Gospels. 
Eisenman is one of many scholars 
who have based their biographies 
on the Dead Sea Scrolls, Yet these 
manusciipts and fragments from 
22BC to 100AD, uncovered in 1947 | 
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enormously complicated, You have 
to weigh the evidence and arrive at a 
truth that is a balance of all the differ- 
ent elements. But instead whal we 
haye here is people who can't even 
read Hebrew taking ûne strand out 
of a translation, out of context and 
building a theory around il. So Jesus 
is a revolutionary, a myslic, a cynic 
or whatever description might cause 
1 scandal, when the truth is a bit of 
all of theın." 

The Jesus of the New Testament 
is certainly a curiously twodimen- 
sional character, portrayed in terns 
of his deeds and homilies rather 
than his personality. Though his is 
ostensibly the best known life in the 
world, Clırist's official biography 
contains none of the usual details 
about appearance, emotions, sexual- 
ity or tendency to dwell on his divin- 
ily rather than his humanity, with 
only artists and latterly Tim Rice 
ancl Anclrew Lloyd Webber doing 
anything about fleshing out Jesus. 

As well as being vague on the 
basic CV, the Gospels are also noto- 
rlously. unreliable historically: 
second- or third-hand accounts of 
Clırist produced anything from 30 
to 100 years after his death by writ- 
ers whose principal. focus was the 
needs oftheir own period, Wilson 
and the authors of the new. wave 
turn to‘ other, sometimes: more 
trustworthy sources to establish 
context before seeking psychologi- 
cal insights Into their subjects. 

Wilson is scornful .of academic 
attempts to sideline him, “T've broken 
trade union regulations by writing 
about Paul and Jesus, so 'm treated 
with snooty “disdain, but I suppose 
thet is true of academmlcs in any field.” 

Antonia Fraser's meticulously re 
searched and highly.popular books 
have likewise suffered at the hands | 
of scholarly experts. Wilson insists 
hiş book on Paul is "not a biography 
. in the sense, say, of Selina Hastings's 
` biography of Evelyn Waugh but an 
investigation. in a contemporary con- |: 
text of the extraordinary. and ener- 


Peter Stanford's The Devi A 
Biography l8 Published by Mandarin 


If you love books 


and you want to know which . 1 
are worth buying... ٤ 


Seid for your free copy of The God . 
Book ‘Magazine. 
Buritiîng with revlews of the best and’ 
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1 There may. be no.new eviderice 
' quoted in the. book but while ouch’ 

1 of what Wilson says about both Jesus 
and Paul has been.commonplace in 
the seminar rooms of theological cok: 
leges for years, İt will come as news 

. to readers accustomed only to the’ 
authorised veraloi. just a Bishon, 
Dayid Jenkine'in the late 1980s. lifted 


n the scriptures the İssues aie 


Reallty eis e Paul's va on the road t0 Damascus, as talerpr tied by Raphael, haa come 
under scrutiny as the lives of Jesus and his apostles are reappraised 


Fleshing out the divine 


sionist approach to the begelters of 
Christianity is Andrew (A N) Wilson, 
ex-Anglican, ex-literary editor, prize- 
winning novelist and unabashed 
iconoclast. His highly successful 
1992 biography of Jesus eschewed 
the traditional sugary language and 
ecclesiastical jargon of religious 
writers and took a pithy, popular, ob- 
jective andl historical look at Clırist. 

His follow-up ou St Paul, niischie- 
vously published to coincide with 
Easter, downgrades Jesus lû the 
role of the first cerlury Galilean 
equivalent of Swampy, a flashcin-the- 
pan political activist within Judaisnt, 
of symbolic rather than real signifi- 
cance. It was Paul, Wilson contends, 
who founded Christianity as we 
know il, siınply borrowing the Cru- 
cifixion as a central inıage to inspire 
his followers rather as Hovis bor- 
rowed Dvorak's New World symı- 
phony for its commercials. 

Inevitably Wilson's theory las 
prompted cries of blasphemy in 
church circles, The evangelical Dean 
of Lichfield, the Very Reverend Tom 
Wright, was so outraged after seeing 
an advance copy of the novelist's 
“profoundly selfconiradictory and 
patronising” manuscript that he Jas 
rushed into print with What St Paul 
Really Said. It is a stout if stodgy de- 
fence of the orthodox view that Paul 
was converted in a blinding flash on 
tlıe road to Damascus'and threw his 
lot in with an already flourishing 
fledgling church, led by St Peter. 

In academic circles, attempts to 
reinterpret such figures as Jesus 
and Paul are deemed beneath con- 
tempt. Bernard Robinson, lecturer 
in scripture and senior tutor at the 
Cathollc seminary of :Ushaw in 
Durham, dismisses Wilson's view of 
Paul as simply reworking a discred- 
ited 19th century fad. Eisenman he 
condemns as a “crank”. 

“The gospel writers were not in 


: terested .in all thig,, psychological 
. stuff about what Jesus. was really: 


like,” says Robinson, “for the very 
good reason.that they had a more 


' important message to get over. So 
` all that information is iow lost for, 
. ever and to try. to recreate It is pure 


speçulation,” 

:  Robinson'a, particular objection 8 
that in an attempt to populatise ques- 
tions he and his fellow scholars have 
' spent a lifetime investigating with a 
i finetoûth comb,.non:specialist writ 
; ers always vulgarige and distort. '-.. 


Peter Stanford on the 


mad rush to publish 
chalenging biographies 
of Jesus and his followers 
B never cease telling us, is in 
the doldrums, with sales 
and new comııissions al an all time 
low. If the subject is Jeceaxsed, con 
ventional wisdont runs, they have 
lse been Jone to death in print, If 
Y are living, they will keep their 
skeletons locked away and rubbish 
any book as sooıı as it appears. 
But, apparently facing redun- 
n some biographers lıave 
on a novel job creation 
plan. They have set about finding 
wilo are famous enough 
attract an auclience, who can'l 
answer back and who have hitherto 
been ilkserved by the literary world: 
Jesus and lıis apostles. 
adling the pack is that grand 
ll man of American letters, Nor- 
man Mailer, Once notorious for his 
Womanising and (irinking, this bon 
wiveur and deflner of literary chic 
moved on from Picasso and as- 
Sorted murderers to deliver to his 
American publisher's The Gospel 
According To The Son, ‘This first- 
Person account of the life of Christ 
—alreacly dubbed Jesus And Me by 
One critic of Mailers egocentric 
م اااw — لتا‎ “neither pious 
Nor satirical" according to bis pul 
lishers Random House, 
ith his unusual choice of sub- 
ject, Mailer ig taking up a cauşe re- 
cently championed to great effect in 
by Jack Miles, former 
books editor of the Los Angeles 
imeş, e ens nis and 
atteıring God: A Biograph: 
Sold by the bucket-load. 
a larly serious but eyecatchr- 
on the other side of, the 
rie, ntic comes James, The Brother 
Jesus by Robert Eisenman, Mix- 
ing ا‎ f ralessor Eisen- 
A ge ed expert on the 
Dizd Sea Sorolls — and the sort of 
Sensational speculation that charac- 
ا‎ lhe parallel but separate 
i Vogue, for investigations. Into reli- 
at ` ysteries", the book suggests 
Mary was no Virgin: and. that 
youn! 
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e 
Hitler's Willing Exec 
Ordinary Germans و‎ 
Holocaust, by Danlel Jonah 
Goldhagen (Abacus, £9.09) 
ق‎ 


HEN revisionist “hist 

cıuibble about the 0 
which Hitler, or the German High 
Command, were responsible for lhe 
cxevution andl implementation of the 
Holocaust, their arguınents are uy 
ally met herttkon; but this, or so this 
book implies, is lo miss the point thal 
Ihe Germans themselves were so 
caılitioned to believe that Jers 
were not even technically 
that they hardly needed any persu 
sion to enter enthusiastically into 
#enocicle, As one children's book put 
it, in 1936: “The Devil is tlıe father of 
the Jew./ When God created fhe 
world, /He invented the races: /The 
Indians, the Negroes, the Chinese 
/And also the wicked creature called 
the Jew.” The Jews were not just 
Unterntensch, subhuman, but Gege 
rassc: anti-race, This is an impres 
sively well-documented work of 
history, which gives book, chaple 
and verse on the degree to which he 
Germans were steeped in alr 
Semitism, and had been so for cer 
turies. The book goes on to detail the 
kind of wartime atrocities (hal sub 
staıtiate this view. This is why itis s0 
long, so heartbreaking. 


4-2, by Davld Thomson 
(Bloomsbury, £6.99} 


REMEMBER when, in my ely 

teens, 1 decided it was time 0 
nlop being imlercsted in 
such frivolily was incompatible vil 
my chosen destiny. (I want I 
stammered to a sceptical caret 
master, "I want . . , to be 4 paper 
back reviewer.) What a mug, i 
only I'd kept at it, I could have wit 
ten a Fever Pitch, or even some 
thing like this book, which is 4 
kick-by-klck (lescription of he 196% 
World Cup Final. Ol God, you 80, 
not thal again, and 1 sy! bul 
thls ls lîl good — gre, even, ls 
also Thomson's slab at 4 le slory 
(Thonıson is normally a great ln 
criti) anl a snapshot of the sixties: 
Funny how hi and Hornby's 
are, when nol about polê, abou 
théir falhers,, 


Örass Channgl, by Julian, ` 


na 


H — Ce Jullan Bare, 
Têcrlvain FPrangals n 
connu en Angleterre 
pas? Alore, voll short store, 
très bien écrits, 
très grown ups, qu i explorent la rêl 
tionship compliquée ef 


entre nos deux pays. Donc,. jly awe 
histoire qul est e danşles اا‎ 
la persécution 
histoire about les a 
ont construit le chemin d€ ا‎ 
Rouen et Paris, .et une histoire 
dans l'avenir — 0 le te 
Tunnel u, f rable e 

. ment, très 
` chéf d' evre. a ‘qos ا‎ 
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were nıoments when I felt that the 
author had got a little carried away 
by her own scholarship and allowed 
herself to become slightly ponder 
ous. She writes, lıowever, with flu- 
ency and style, and to me at least 
her subject is never less tla fasci- 
nating, Her illustrations are superb, 
and though many of them are iıı 
colour Î was struck again and agaiıı 
by the superiority of black and 
white, particularly in photographs of 
architecture and sculptural detail. 
Miraculously, too, these illustra- 
tions are nearly always to be found 
on the same page as the relevant 
text; Gillian Malpass of the Yale Uni- 
versily Press (eserves a special 
word of conımenfdlation, f spotltecl 
only one trivial misprint and, apart 
from one quesllonable point about 
the provenance of the Pazzetla lion, 
not a single inaccuracy — although, 
since Mrs Fortini Brown knows far 
more about Venice than I ever slıall, 
this is hardly ا ا‎ On the 
contrary, she has taught me a lol; 
and on my next visit to Venlce I 
shall carry with me & whole sheaf of 
photocopied pageg — though not 
tlıe book, which is too beautiful and 
too heavy — ‘and sedk out ler (lis 
coveries for myself. 


Ifyou would ike to Order a copy of 
Venlcê arid Antlqully at the speclal 
disbounl price of £38 pleasd contact 


1 Books@The Guardian Weekly 


mantic memorials of a golden age; 
then as tools for historical research; 
and finally as objects of beauty in 
themselves. She discusses the de- 
fiberate copying of antique models, 
as in St Mark's itself — a near- 
replica of Justinian’s church of the 
Holy Apostles in Constantinople — 
and in the İlate-13th century bronze 
doors of the side portals in the west 
front, which are openly inspired by 
the sixth century pair in the central 
entrance. More remarkable still, 
perhaps, are the sarcophagi of the 
early doges, both in the atriunı of 
the Basilica and on the outer façade 
of SS Giovanni e Paolo, parts of 
which are genuinely early Christian, 
parts brilliantly executed fakes. 

She has ınuch to tell us about the 
phenomenon of syncretism, which 
permitted the inclusion of pagan he- 
roes on Christian monuments, ancl 
about those astonishing Renais- 
sance tombs such as that of Pietro 
Morosinl, which looks less like a 
tomb than a declaration of war, She 
is equally Interesting about the 
sketchbooks of Jacopo Bellini and 
the antiquarlan interests of ` Mari 
tegna, and constantly reinforces her 
arguments with quotations from 
Itallan Renaissance literature in 
wilich, as İn all other departments of 
hër chosen subject, she i8 alarnr 
ingly welkinformed, ' 

Let me make one thing clear: this 
book is not an easy read. There 


A place of greater safety . . . the Bridge of Straw and the Doges’ Palace from the Grand Canal 


funk-hole; and almost at once, those 
first Venetians set to work to create 
for themselves an appropriate past. 
They started a legend tlıat they were 
descended from the ancient Trojans, 
who had sailed west with Aeneas 
after the fall of Troy. They brought 
stones and coluniris, carvings and 
inscriptions from their old homes on 
lhe mainland, embedding them in 
the altars and fonts — and some- 
times even in the walls — of their 
churches. They stressed thelr all- 
important cultural links with Byzan- 
tum of whose empire in their 
earliest days they hac technically 
been a part and of 0 after both 
the Fourth Crusade of 1204-5 anı 
the fall of Coistantinople in 1453; 
their own descendants would claim 
to be heirs. They maintained, none 
the less, that Venice, unlike other 
Itallan ‘towns, had been born free 
and Christian: and ih 828 they seized 
from Alexandria the body of St Mark 
the Evangelist, thus making their 
city, virtually overnight, one of the 
principal shrines of Christendom. 
Such basic facts as these consti: 
tute the author's polnt of departüûre, 
froni which she ranges far and wide: 
She ‘considers, for example, low 
classical ruins have been differently 
viewed through the ages — first’ as 
pointless clutter; theri' as a moral les- 
son Illustrating thêë (lownfall' of pa- 
gahism; then as d usefül’ source of 
bullling materlals; then as the ro- 
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Venice and Antiquity 
by Patricla Fortin! Brown 
Yale 368pp 245 


T WAS wlıen she had coınpleted 
her’ remarkable first book, Venet- 
tan Narrative Painting In The Age 

Of Carpaccio, tlıat Patricia Forlini 
Brown had the [dea of examining 
how the men and wanen of Rennis- 
sance Italy looked at their past his- 
tory anıd what it meant to them. Soon, 
however, she realised that such a 
canvas was too broad; and I can well 
imagine with what relief she decided 
to focus once again on Venice, The 
result is a superbly produced and 
beautifully iHustrated book, & credit 
to her and her publishers alike, 
Historically speaking, the Vene- 

tians began with a disadvantage: 
they had no ancient lıistory at all. 
Their neighbours on terra firma m— 
Padua, Vicenza, Verona and the rest 
— had all been important citles In 
the days of antiquity, with magnifl- 
cent monuments to ‘prove it; but 
who in their senses would build 
more than a fishing hut on the 
malarial, nıalodorous shoals and 
sandbanks of the Venetian lagoon? 
Only when they had no choice — 
when, in the fifth and sixth cên- 
turies, the barbarlans swept down 
into Italy leaving a trail of desolation 
and devastation belind them — did 
the Inhabitants of those rich imper- 
ial cities flee for their lives; to the 
one place where the invaders had 
neither the desire nor the ability to 
follow, The lagoon may have been 
unwelcoming and uncomfortable, 
but at least it was rafe. So safe that 
Venice was to remain 'an indepen» 
dent republic for 1,000 years — ù 
perlod corisiderably longer than 
that which: separnteê us from 
Wifliam ihê Conqueror — during 
which it was the only city in Italy 
that was' never once invaded, cap’ 
tured or tlestroyed. - 

But it 18 hard to feel proud of' a 


| chincs are being jut ns cautllous, 
` Before The Beginning i4 full of 
stuff of this sort: (he universe 
containcd İn fragments, each 
fragment reflecting a different 
coloured light from the whole 
thing. Is there a beginning? Is 
there an etd? Are there ncw uni- 
verses popping into existence 
within our own, perhaps inside 


. mini-black holes that create do- 


mali of apace we coüld never 
. know about? Whats ã star? 
What is a supernova? 

‘This is the book for those who 
` read A Brief History Of Time and 
were atill left whether 
they quitê h had the whole picture: 
| This işa book: for people who still 


` And, to answer an éarlier 
. question, what! ls the] likelihood’ 


oncê, ûr the third plaet froh 


Most people would be content 
to leave the question hanging, 
like the sword of Damocles, only 
bigger. Sir Martin anıd a colleague 


| were riot. They calculated that the 
` most etergetic collisions in 


nature wotıld be between the cos- 
mic ray particles spurting around 


| the observable Universe at 


almost the speed of light. Their 
origin is a mystery, but “each of ` 
them, just a single atom, carries 
as much punch as a bullet or a 
faat-served tennis ball,” he writês. 
These things are rare: roughly 
one per square kilometre per 


century. Qiite ohsibly, no two e 


have ever collided with each 
. other; ever. But èven s0, leager’ £ 


particles would stmack into each | 
other, and these collislons, he -.' 
calculated, 


would atillbe 100 
: dimes: qs large a 


ل 
was not absurd. Ad hê '‏ 
&ttliteri reatrial‏ 


: ا‎ about i thê püğs} 


' there a'risk that the iext genera- 
1 tently teat the fabric of space?” 1 


The time that land forgot 


about things like the birth of 
timë' and the making of space, 
and the probability of universes : 
that nevêr evolved enough to 
produce astronomers-royal, 

He took a bit of care with the 
future of this Univerde, toa, 
Particle physicists at accelera- 
tors at Cetu in Geneva and at 
Fermilab in Chicago are moving 
ever uearer to making subatomic 
collisions of colossal energy. The’ 
idea la to reçreate the conditions 
of the very early Universe. “Is 


: ton of machines could Inadver- ‘ 
. he aska; “This would be the 


' ultimate catistrdphe,” ا‎ 2 
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Befora The Beginning: Qur ‘Universe 
AndOthers ' 

by Martin Rees 

Simon & د اتا‎ 2820p £16. 09 


ROFESSOR Sir Martin 

Rees (to give him'his full 
title) is Astronomer-Royal, ahd 
therefore king of the heavens, ` 
and heavenly prose as well. He 
writes as he speaks, ¢: carefully: 7 
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Parc des Princes 30 times hut said 
that Saturday's display was the 
finest he had witnessecl there, “I 
can't remember France's backs and 
forwards playing so well collec- 
tively. Tlıis will be the start of a new 
era in French rugby,” llıe Saracens 
cenire sald. 

"They have confidence and pace 
in every posilion. Lamaison, 
Sadourny and Merle have been oııt- 
standing throughout the chanmpi- 
ounship and Picrre Villepreux is 
inspiring some explosive running. 
The European competitions have 
done so much for the confidence of 
the national team." 

Sella said that in world terms 
New Zcaland were out an their own 
but France had now joined Australia 
and South Africa on the next level 
down. 

Another factor helped France. 
Until recently selFdestructive habils 
on the rugby pitch were as Gallic as 
Perrier and perfume. Not now. De- 
fying such national stereotypes, 
France have learned self-discipline, 
and an example is being set at the 
top. Would England have dropped 
their best (roni-row forward in the 
week of such a crucial interna 
tional? France did just that after the 
‘Toulouse prop Christian Califano 
was sent off for punching in a club 
game a week ago. 

For Scutlundl, though, 1h after 
noon was û painful une. A revurd de- 
feal. compounded by Lamaisou's 
near faultless place-kicking — he 
landed nine ûf lis l0 allempls al 
gual — leaves Rob Wainwriglit's 
chances of learling lhe Lions in 
South Africa this summer very slim 
indeed. 

Gavin Hastings, whose meste 
rable try had sealed Scolland's win 
ou their last visit here, hacl said bu 
fore lhe game thal lis okl tesui- 
males were cunflent of spoiling lhe 


Freuch parly. 
Bu valiamMly Ihough Wain- 
wriylt's Bravehearts performerl, 


their from five, Dauldie Weir ex- 
cepted, could not cope wilh the 
brute force of the French seruin. 
Alan Tnit, though, did enlıanıce his 
Lions prospects by scoring lwo 
tries. 


n ع سا‎ 
Gawain Jones . : . master blaster 


OUNĞ Gawain Jûnés has given’ 


pawn-der over. The fastmoving 
nine-year-old became the youngest 
player to. defeat arj internatjonal 
master when hé defeated Malcolm 
Pein in the final found of the ICI 
Stockton touriiément, breaking ‘the 
record whicli was set at the Aûs- 


Dolfi Drimer. . 


;:Î the chess world something ‘to 


|’ tralian Open in }987 by Judit Polgar, 
i aged 10, و‎ triumphed over 


France 47 Scotland 20 


France in a league of 
their own at the finish 


lan Malin in Parls 


RANCE enjoyed a riotous 

farewell party at the Parc des 
Princes last Saturday but it is the 
Celtic nations who will be suffering 
the hangover. 

The Five Nations Championship 
will be remembered for France's de- 
served Grauıcl Slam, the fifth in thelr 
history, awl an astonishing 
avalanche of 511 points ancî 52 lries. 
But Scotland, Wales and Ireland 
were ultimately buried in that 
avalanche, Each contrivedl a single, 
spirited win but, in the professional 
era, ibe sport's oldest competition is 
increasingly a contest of ‘Two Na- 
tions. 

Sıuıch has been the dominance of 
France and England, with their 
muclı larger player bases, that their 
three rivals may be down and out in 
London and Paris for a while longer. 
Trance were decimated by injuries 
this season, ending this competition 
with only five players who finished 
last season's in Cardiff. But they 
were able to introcluce players of the 
quality of the centre Christophe 
Lamaison and the Pau fly-half David 
Aucagne seamlessly into a sicle who 
have grown in confidence through- 
out a triunıphant tlıree months, 

Lamaison's Brive side, with their 
unexpectecl European Cup win in 
Januuy, created the template 
round which France's Five Nations 
victory was drawn: physical but no- 
bile forwartis launching backs who 
create spave with intelligent run- 
uing alûng well-workecl angles. 

French backs never’ seem to run 
out of swe, and the final try in a 
Five Nations game at tlhe Parc 
sutınmecl up the philosophy of the 
coaches Jean-Claude Skreln and 
Pierre Villepreux. Jean-Luc 
Sitlourny, France's brilliant running 
full-back, created the extra man in a 
lhreequarler move (hal scurchecl 
avruxs lhe field. Il seeımecl to be on 
ils last legs as the righi-wing Lil- 
rent Leflamand was forced into the 
varner, but he was able to slip a 
pass inside to the flanker Olivier 
Magne lo plunder a gloriuus try. 

Philippe Sella, France's nıost 
cappecl player, has played at tlıe 


mourning the death of Wilf Wooller, 
the former Wales Rugby Union cap- 


tain, Glamorgan cricketer and Eng- . 


land , Test selector, He died in a: 
Cardiff hospital, aged 85. ‘'Wooller 
won 18 capa for Wales betwéen 1933 


and 1939 and led Glamorgan to ‘ 


their first County Championship 
success in 1948, 


YAN RHODES earned his Lons- 

dale belt when he scored a com- 
fortable seventh-roynd victory overt 
Dei Bryhn at Reading in the second 
defence of his British light- 
ıniddleweight tlle, The 20-year-old 
from Sheffield fitted his three title 
fights into the space of 90 dayg. 


of‏ ا ERED‏ ول 
an Rugby League Çlub, was‏ 
cleared at Bolton Crown, Court of‏ 


TT a, -.| Perverting tHe. course of justice., A. 
. E 


jury found hirp pot guilty. of lrying 
to set up Ihe bogus transfer he 
an 


wilh: bat ` ahd 


Rugby Union Five Nations Championship: Wales 13 England 34 
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ment with a North American tour 
this summer while England pay 
their first visit to Argentina since 
1990. 

Such are the demands of profes- 
sional rugby that England's better 
players, who used to be notoriously 
lute developers, must now make 
iheir mark at 22 or 23 if they intend 
to have a five-year international 
career. The shorter tiıne-span is the 
main reasun why Rowell has this sea- 
sûn introduced a surprising 11 new 
faces inn a sual it, in (heory, 
should peak for the 1999 World Cup. 

It will be intriguing to see whether 
lle Catt-Grayson rivalry for the Nn 
10 shirl preuccupies the Lins selec- 
lors, whû muıst also consider afrexlı 
ıhe merils of de Glanville, omitted 
fron lhe preliminary squacl of 02 lasl 
month. His 72ndaninule lry con 
pletecl a blitz which began with Gus 
colt sending Stimpson over al the 
right flag and continued with the 
Balh cenlre side-stepping 1wo men to 
create a short-range score for Hill, 


Five Nations Table 


PW D L F A Pla 
Frsnoe. .....4 4 O0 û 12) 7 8 
England .4 1 0 1 M41 6 @ 
Walos .....4 1 O0 i3 M wé 2 
SQuotland dl 1 ا 0 3 ل0‎ 2 
Ireland.... ..4 1 Ûû 3 f7 0M 8 


team strategy if pitches are not 
produced that complement tlie 
{hinking; 


LEC STEWART has stepped 

dowu as captain af Surrey after 
flve years İn charge at the Oval. He 
cited increasing pressure both in 
international and domestic cricket 
as his reason for resigning, Adam 
Hollioake, who led the England A 
team on their successful tour of 
Australia in the winter, will take his 
place. Stewart said: “In the light of 


the possible England déَmands 


becoming heavler and. my. job of 
keeping wicket in ‘the majority of 
Surrey games,,I'm stepping down. It 
is in the best interests of both the 
club and myself, so that I can return 
the' best results 
gloves,” : i 


Leo O'Brien at 89 leayes Sir Don 
Bradmah the only survVlyor of the 
Bodyline series won 4-1 by Engla: 
ii 193298. 

' ‘The’ porting rid 


i 


Classic catch . . . the Wales centre Nigel Davies gets to grips with 
the England scrum-half Austin Healey 


straight running and sharp passing. 
He also kicked a creditable 14 points, 

England might have scored more 
points here had Sleightholme and 
Guscott not been bravely stopped 
by Jonathan Davies, and had Stinp- 
son's second touchdown not been 
overruled by the referee. 

The Welsh captain Jonathan 
Humphreys was loo proud even in 
defeat to accept that their pre-match 
loss of six firstchuice players hacl 
tiltecl the balance towarcls England. 
Wales denied their nppemenls sel- 
piece control before the interval, 
and kept the halftime xore down i0 
3#, but thereafter the back row, 
without Charvis, and the backs, 
bereft of Gibbs, Evans and Jenkins 
(who fractured his aru, luuked in- 
creasingly fragile. 

Crucially Wales, wlıo had two 3 
yearolds, Bateman anl Nigel 
Davies, paired al centre, lacked tle 
explosive pace required to breach a 
solicl English clefence ur tu wilhstancl 
Ihe flexible, mulliskilled illacks that 
invulved Hill, Healey, Rndber, Gus- 
cnll and Undlerwoad. ‘This seasan, 
the France game aparl, England's 
lorwardls have shown Lhe stamina, 
mobility and hanclling tu develop Ihe 
interaclive game witlı the backs tliat 
coach Jack Rowell desires. 

Wales will continue their develop- 


deficit of one away goal that ended 
their historic charge to Wembley. 

When Leicester meet Bryan 
Robson's team in the final ou April 16 
jt will be their first major Wembley 
occasion since losing 10 to 
Manchester City İn the 1969 FA Cup 
final, and for the Teesside chub it will 
be the first time that they have, pro- 
gressed so far. 


TF AVID GRAVENEY has been 

appointed as England's new 
Chairman of selectors. The 44year- 
ùld former Gloucestershire, . Somer 
set and Durham cricketer, who has 


. signed a two-year contract; succeeds 
: Ray Ilingworth. His coselectora will 
be two former ‘England captains, 


Mike Gattirig and Grahaiı Gooch. 


Graveney says that his firat task 
Twill be tö seek the active support of 
lgroundsmen in trying to regain the 
` Ashes thls sutimer, He belleves that 
İthere is io point ih formulating a 


Sports Dlary Shiv Sharma. 
Wimbledon drawn and out 


ion minnows had ' 
Be Rovers,’ West’ | 


Crowning 
glory for 
England 


2 ج‎ 
Robert Armstrong In Cardiff 
Ê England caplain Phil dle 


Glanville insisted that none of 

his players had arrived in 
Wales thinking aboul tle Lions 
tour, yet, after imperiously clinching 
tlhe Triple Crown, few will have re- 
turned home without pondering 
their p'ospects of making the trip to 
Soulh Africa. 

When Fran Cotton's final squad is 
announced on April 2 it will be sur- 
prising if the England team — 
minus Will Carling but plus Jeremy 
Guscolt and Will Greenwcod — are 
not issued with 16 Lions blazers. 

The Triple Crown may be a mere 
bagatelle in world terms but Eng- 
land's fourtry triumph once again 
undefined their massive superiority 
over the Celts with whom they must 
shortly make cornınon cause against 
the Springboks. While France duly 
comşleted the Grand Slam, Englancl 
established a record points aggre- 
gate (141) for the championship and 
increased their try count to a record- 
eualing 15, (he nunber they 
scored in 1992. 

It is easy to [ind fault with (le 
CGlanvile's highly inconsistent team, 
fel ambitious and challenging play- 
ers such ns Stimpson, Sleighthulme, 
Guscolt, Hilf, Rodlber and Juhnson 
have logether made England ihe 
most compelling sicle in {he Five Na- 

| ions, Once again their lries were 
j sored in a blistering second-half 
' salto which on this neeasion lastecl 
| % nıinutes, and yet again tlıey left 
| xeres on the flnor which conkl 
| ve taken theın beyond 50 points. 

The lorrenl of nostalgic bluiher 

| actompanieel Llc ijrpeariuces vf 
n Duvics, Carling al Rub 
Arlrew could hardly clisguise the 
brutal fact hat nune of hem was 
lw exertist iı crucial iiutne'te, 

| lndeerl, by tle time Anrlrew oul on, 
fight mines from time, the Mighly 
fcusel Mike Catt hul reopened Ihe 
vhalf lebate wiih un exciting e~ 
brmance that displayerl his gifls for 


IMBLEDON'S ambition of a 
double appearance al Wemb- 
this year was thwarted last week 
by Leicester in the second leg of 
CocaCola Cup semi-final at 
Shurst Park. The two sides drew 
but Leicester went through on 
away-goals rule — the first game 
ل‎ û goakless — after weathering 
"Minutes of extra time, 5 
In a rousing encounter, Marcus 
le put the Dons ahead in the 
minute 0 0 ‘see Simon 
qualise with ' a header 
arly in the second half. 6 
3 opponents inthe final 
اا‎ Middlesbrough, who suf 
e gshogk 1-0 defeat at the River- 
e Shaty Stockport County: 
fefeated نہ‎ 
am United And' Sputhampton’ on’ 
their way ta the Ena 1 was’ 
: victory on a ler- 
df peround,. But ns they had let 20 
Omê in the firat leg, it was the 
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j | Bridge Zia Mahmood 
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ımacle for 2NT. This 

all strength of yor nd 
allows partner room to rebld hls dla 
ımonds or to volunteer support for 
your hearls, If he raises lo 
3NT, thant contract should have 
#uotl play. 

After une heart — two diamonds 
— three hearts, tlie auction contin. 
uu: three spades {a cue bid agree. 
ing hearts); four hearts (you haye 
lone enough by now); five clubs (a 
furtber cue bid); six hearts, You are 
awaiting the sight of dummy with 
sonic arıxiely when an opponenl 
sautklenly comes to life, East doubles 
six hearts. Whal would you make of 
that, ancl what action, if any, would 
you take? 

When arı opponent doubles a 
slam that yoıı have freely bid, the 
chances are that he is hoping to de 
feat the contract provided that his 
partner can find an unugual lead — 
the so-called Lightner douhle, 
named after its American inventor. ll 
appears that East is hoping for a diz 
mond ruff, in whiclı case perhaps 
you shoulcl convert to 6NT, Would 


you follow that course at the tablet 
You hacl better, for this wast) ' 

full deal: 1 

North 

4K52 ا‎ 

YK6 

4 KJ 98632 

+A 3 
West East 
4973 + Q04 
¥] 10 9142 
AUT ¢ None 
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When Ihe Welsh South passed | 
hearts cloublecl, ancl when Brunner 
led the ace and anollıer diamond 
(defen the canlracl, England 
13 IMPs, for Ihe contract at hê 
olher table was a ou 
henrts, Had the Welshman car 
verlecl l0 GNT, however, Ihe 
IMPs woulcl have gone to Wales. 


HE 1997 Macallan Camrose se- 

rles, the home international 
competition, was palsed for an excit- 
ing finish. With one matclı left to be 
played, all four teaıns — England, 
Scotland, Wales anl Northern Ire- 
land — hacl a realistic chance to win 
the trophy. 

Shortly before the final ımauich, 
England suffered a major blow. Tony 
Forrester andl Andrew Robson hal 
decided, after almost seven yuars as 
the country's — ind one of the 
world's — lcuding pairs, lo go their 
separale ways, They announcecl that 
they would not be availuble for ihe 
decisive Camrose encounter. 

Into the breach steppecl John Hol- 
land and Michelle Brunner of Man- 
chester. Though they have been 
playing together for much longer 
than seven years, and though Brun- 
ner is a forıner women's World 
Champion, this was as nervous a 
debut in the Camrose series as any- 
one could wish. After a shaky start, 
though, Holland and Brunner 
played a full part in a comprehen- 
sive victory over Wales, When Scot- 
land, the holders, could manage 
only a draw with Northern Ireland, 
England had regained the trophy in 
splendid style. 

The English pair's most spectacu- 
lar success from the match could 
eaşlly have turned into a disaster. 
Take the hand of the Welslı South 
player and decide what actions you 
would take: 


#A8 YAQ9853 %#Q5 #K13 


At game all, you open tle biclcling 
with the obvious one hearl. The ofr 
ponents are silent as parlner ré- 
gsponktls with two diamonds, antl you 
have your first decision. A simple 
two hearts (loes not (lo justice to 
your high-card sirength and fine 
six-card heart suit — bul the nuit is 
not that fine, ancl it is possible that il 
rebil of three hearls will overstale 
it. 

Is the cholce simply bheltweecn {wo 
and three hearts, or is (here some 
other possibilily? Tlie Welsh plnyer 
chose three hearts at Lhe table, buul I 
think there is a good case la be 


ْ 
HLUSTRATION: ANN HOBDAY 


CheSS Leonard Barden 


NOD OCOO™N ® 


d6 5 Be2 0-0 6 BgS. SII n popular 
syslenm 40 years nfler' Yuri Averbakh 
introduce il. c5 7 d5 h6. ‘ln: solid 
play is e6, unclermining While’ cen- 
tre without gambilling a pawn, 

8 BI4 eê 9 dxc6 Bxe6G 10 - 
Bxd6 Re8 11 Nf3 Qhb6 12 Bxb8 
Raxb8 13 Qc2 Nh5 14 43 
Bh3?t Black wants to stop K-side 
castling, but f5 15 0-0 f4 is beller. 
15 Nd2 f5 16 Bxh5 gxh5 17 0- 
0-0 fxe4 18 Ndxe4 Bf5 19 
Qgê6 Black's K side is wrecked and 
he is a pawn down, yet the bishop 
pair on an open boartl may be (lan- 


gerous. 20 Rhel a6 21 Rd5! It is McShané, 
important to stay active in such Just acored the second اا‎ 

: positions. . master ls needed to gy, 

` Bd4 22 Qd2 Be6 23 R6 Be5 | the UKage'recordforthe. : 

: 24 Nd! Resuming the Initiative. If | Here, Luke has laudched th ; 
Bxd6 25 NxJ6 regains the exchange’ | usual Kealde attnek agane a 
with advantage, since Rfd8? fails to | Dragon Sicilan and hê BAe 
26 NeT+. b5 25 Rxn6 bxc4 26 ` | to break through AOE pany 

; Nef6+ Bxfê 27 Rexe6 Rxe6 28 | buit his opponent, Ci o gge 
Rxe6 c3 A last try, praying for 29 : | manger ofthe udtol ROR" 

` bxc3?? 29 Nxf6+ Qxf6 30 Qd5! ' ` | shop in London's E 
axh2+ 3 ol Q7 32 Rg6+ Re-. | re leh" 
signs lf K8 33 QdG+wind.". ' | e و‎ 

gn! ا ر و ا‎ Lulce saw too late. Caf ii WOK, 
Nû 2464 (aee board)’ :'' ' | out what happened. 
E 2 a UR EARS TS OS ۴ 
McShane v Duncan, British 1 ' No 2463! 1 e61 Be cg stafê | Û 
League, Wigan'1997:Tiday’s . ° I: Qh3) 2 Rac! bxp pr | 
puzzle İs'a arê #etback for'13 mate abd wind û RE 


I1GEL SHORT’S chances of 

confirming a 2,700 Fide 
rating, and thus rejoining the 
grandmaster élite which con- 
testa the world’s most valuable 
tournaments, were dashed at 
Wijk aan Zee last month. A few 
weeks earlier, Shorta puh- 
lished rating rose to 2,690, No 
10 in the world; then he won 
firat prize at Groningen at the 
turn of the year, and was pro- 
moted to top seed at Wijk after 
the world No Š, Ivanchuk, with-' 
drew blaming poor form, while 
world Na 7, Kamsky, retired 
from chess to become a medical 
student: و‎ 

But Short is a notoriously slow 

starter. His problems at the 
Hoogovens Steel tournament in + 


Wijk began in the very firat . 
round when he blundered in a 

won position; then he lost three . 
: in a row and could not recover, ' | 
: | Valery Salov, the ex-Russian Hiv- 

ing in Spain; won the event while 


Dutch No 1, Jeroen Piket, de ' 
lighted the home fans with hia! . 


,' " Piketvan Wely -: 


Last week's solutlon 
FLT EEEESTTER. 


‘| goodform.: . . 4 


| 1d4 NfG 2 c4 g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 4e4 


38 LEISURE 


Fertile folk symbol 


These two portions have a 
function that is as complex as thelr 
structure. Spring insects are at- 
tracted by the smell of rotting flesh 
produced by the spadix and tumble 
into the sheer-sided spathe, where 
they become trapped by a series of 
downward-pointing hairs. 

If they are carrying pollen then 
they fertilise tlhe female (lowers 
iying at the base of the plant, and 
when this takes place the nale sta- 
mens malure, releasing tlıeir own 
pollen onto the insect, while the 
imprisoning hairs shrivel! to allow lt 
eventual esvape. 

Not surprisingly, cuckoo-pinl's 
striking shape gave rise to a belief 
in its aphrorlisiac qualities and it 
was regularly added to love potions. 
But it also had a wide range of prac- 
tical applications. Its tubers were 
dried and used as a starch for 
clothes, as a tincture for sore 
throats, and even as a kind of food 
resembling arrowroot, while a 
boiled decoction was a supposed 
cure for dropsy and ringworm. 


OWEVER, my favourite use 
of cuckoc-pint is what 
might be described as 
political satire. Many of the old 
names given to it involved ribald 
references to the first two estates of 
medieval Europe, the spiritual and 
temporal establishment, and you 
can imagine the rustic peasants 
dreanıing up nicknames, like 
Parson's Billycock, or Parson-in-his 
Smock, or Knights-and-Ladies, 
Kinge-and-Queens, to poke fun at 
their “betters”, particularly the 
church and its lıypocrilical lapses. 
Giving comic names to the 
flowers. was a subtle conspiracy 
between the woodsman and lis 
wood. He invested the landscape 
with his own meaning and nature 
reflected it back to him. It was his 
friend and ally against a distant élite 
— those urban-based strangers who 
knew little of the countryside, But 
for the rural folk it was also a store- 
house of their private thought and a 
living lexicon for thelr qulet 
subversion, 


Mark Cocker 


F THE 1000 species in the 

plant family Aroidae, which 

can be found around the 
world, only one is native to Britain, 
But as if to make up-for this lack of 
. biological diversity,; the solitary 
British Arum has compensated with 


‘Î one of the riclıest bodies of folklore 


associated with any of, Britain's 
plants. 3 Ra 

Much of it is overtly sexual and it 
is a fascinating measure of clanging 
Brilish mores that wlıile Mrs Gricve 
managed „a lengthy essay without 
mentioning the subject once in her 
1930s classic, A Modern Herhal, tlıe 
botanist and writer Geoffrey 
Grigson, working just 30 year's later, 
positively revelled .in the many 
innuendoes generated by this horny 
cousin of the lily. 

Grigson unearthed 95 different 


.| country names and even a small 


sample of these gives a flavour of 
the potent imagery to which the 
plant gave rise: Adam and Eye, 
Angels and Devils, Toad's Meat, 
Bulls and Cows, Stallions and 
Mares. 

Even Cuckoo-pint, one of the 
more Innocuous-sounding and most 
widely used names, is not as modest 
as it might appear. “Pint” was a 
contraction of the Old Englislı 
word, “pintel”, whose meaning is 
made explicit in another of .the 
plant’s nicknarnes, Cuckoo Cock, 

At present in Norfolk woodlands 
all you can see are the beautiful 
halberd-shapecl leaves emerging 
through the March leaf filter, As 
they thrust upwards in tight scrolls, 
they are one of the first signs of 
spring. But aa symbols of rebirth 
they are nothing conıpared with the 
flower emerging later in the season, 

This bizarre and gloriously vul- 
gar bloon? consists of two parts. The 
outer portion, known as the spathe, 
is like a narrow-waisicd vase widen- 
ing towards the brim, where the llp 
curls in upon itself to form a shallow 
lıaod. From within this sheath rises 
n swollen spike, purplish chocolate 
in colour, known as the spadix. 


Quick crossword no. 358 


7 Timeto leave 
work? (8,3) 
1___.______ _,| 8 Christmas 


Across 


1 Very posslbly 
(5,6) 

9g Serve as an 
example of (9} 

10 Court (3) 

11 Slugglsh (5) 

13 Toleratas — 
bears (7) 

14 Confine to a 
special carnp (6) 

15 Put out shoots (6} 

18 Venetlan canal 
boat (7) 

20 Teacher (5) 

21 Dlstriet in India 
—— gazelle (3) 

22 It conveys 
information 
unofficially {9) ' 

24 Motorists" 
warming slgn (3,8) 


HUH C&A HJ G&A 
Bm 12 MD E) anû NEU) 
2 Employ(3) . . 16 Deşlgn — Î BIRA nlulPITLuJAILIS) | 
3 One supplying ` something to RMA Er : 
possible race be copled (7) BU TILIYIFloOlRIYIloIU] 
hh E E Genta Lulia 
„4 Hang around (6} Journey (6) 3 
5 In a state of 19 To hug (anag) {5) 
: readinegs (5) 23 Sick "1 
: 5 Very bûltom (9). .l ... wickdikss (3) 1. (TIULTLIE B [RIOIKIEIN} 


